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President's corner

Wonders within Gemstones II

By Anthony Minniti, CBA President

By Penny Joppe, CBA member

A number of proposed
developments are causing
division among us these
days. The Cordova Bay
Community Club, the
retaining wall construction
by landowners on Cordova
Bay beach, and even the
clean up of Doris Page
Park, are just a few of our ongoing debates.

Some of you will be familiar with the amazing inclusion
pictures produced by Cordova Bay resident Tony de
Goutière. In his second book, Wonders within Gemstones II,
he has put together
many of these
unusual and artistic
scenes revealed
through a
microscope. With
the use of various
lighting techniques
and careful
composition, unique
and creative
photomicrographs,
taken from
gemstones, have been captured and reproduced for all to
enjoy.

The question of accommodation and civil
interaction has become a predominant theme
at recent CBA meetings.
I would ask all CBA members and residents to
reflect on the word neighbourly during this
challenging time. By definition, neighbourly
describes the characteristics of a good
neighbour, and denotes qualities of being
helpful, friendly, kind, obliging, sociable,
accommodating, civil, and generous.
Let’s remember that our community is the
product of the qualities we embrace.
I welcome you to share your thoughts with me
at cba.president@cbasn.com.
Happy Holidays, Neighbours!
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Tony says, “To me these colourful photomicrographs are
works of natural art and, to a
certain extent, science. This
second book, like my first, is not
intended to be a scientific
treatise on the subject of
inclusions in gems but it will,
hopefully, open the door for all
those who want to better
understand this fascinating
branch of gemmology.”
Wonders within Gemstones II
will be available in early 2014.
For more information, please
email Tony at
inclusions@shaw.ca or phone
250-658-8566.

By Randy Otto, Membership Chair
Our association
membership has grown
from 512 to 661
members this year. We
are proud of our
support and are taking
steps to be certain that
the municipality of
Saanich is aware of our
membership numbers and that our
community takes an active interest in the
developments within Cordova Bay. In
January renewal requests will be sent
out. You are encouraged to spread the
word to your friends and neighbours in
Cordova Bay to join up in 2014.
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Mason Jar Eatery Opens
By Chris Harbord, CBA Member
Cordova Bay is now home to a new restaurant
focussed on home made food using whole
ingredients and providing menu items based on
family recipes that have been passed down through
several generations.
The Mason
Jar Eatery
celebrated
its grand
opening on
November 3,
taking over
the location
of the former
Yucatan
Restaurant in
Cordova Bay
Plaza. Owners Genevieve Lemay and Carmen Wright
undertook extensive renovations to the small space,
which has 18 seats, to open up the flow between
the seating area and the kitchen and make the
restaurant their own.
"The renovations took longer than we had initially
planned but we felt it was important to do them
right the first time," said Genevieve.
The café now features comfortable cushions
running length of one wall, wood finishing, new
paint and soft lighting. The renovations also
improved the floor in the kitchen, enhanced the
work space in the back of the house and created
more storage space. As expected, mason jars are
prevalent - they are used to store preserves,
packaging for take out food, as part of the décor, to
house ingredients in the kitchen and even serve
menu items in the eatery.
Opening a restaurant of their own was a life long
dream for Genevieve and Carmen who have applied
their respective hospitality and culinary
backgrounds to the business.
"We did some informal research with friends and
friends of friends in the community before deciding
what type of food to serve at the restaurant," said
Genevieve. "What we heard was that the
community was looking for the kind of food we
wanted to make which was very exciting for us."
Carmen grew up on a Mennonite farm in
Saskatchewan and is using many of his family's
recipes. The restaurant is open from 7:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. every day and serves a wide variety of
breakfast and lunch items made from scratch sandwiches, soups, breakfast sandwiches, baked
goods and espresso-based drinks. The food is free of
powders and fillers and aims to use whole foods.
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The restaurant aims to be as close to zero waste as
possible for a commercial business. The Mason Jar
Eatery features a take out menu that accepts a
deposit from the customer for the containers and
returns the deposit when the items are returned in an
effort to reduce the garbage typically associated with
take out food. The partners plan to use some of the
land behind the restaurant for a garden which will
provide some of the herbs and produce for the menu
and is exploring partnerships with local farms.
"The community has been very supportive and
welcoming," said Genevieve. "We're meeting more
and more people every day."
Learn more about the Mason Jar Eatery on You Tube
at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xtesvjCd84,
via Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
home.php?ref=tn_tnmn#!/masonjareatery or by
dropping by.

Cordova Bay Association Looking for
Volunteers
The Board of
Directors of the
CBA are looking for
volunteers to help
with the planning
and
implementation of
Cordova Bay Day, for June 2014.
What do we need and when does the planning begin?
The Board of Directors will assist with the planning and
take an active role in participation of Cordova Bay Day.
Volunteers will
• Contact businesses in Cordova Bay to recruit
sponsorship of events.
• Contact vendors in the local community and further
away to participate in selling their wares and enjoying
the activity.
• Contact food and entertainment vendors to join in CB
Day activities.
The planning begins in late January and ends with
Cordova Bay Day held Saturday, June 23rd, 2014.
Please contact Sylvia Burkhardt (Community Relations),
Randy Otto (Membership) or Larry Gontovnick (Vice
President) or any member of the Board of Directors of
the Cordova Bay Association to help us organize this
special day for the residents of Cordova Bay.
The Cordova Bay Association also invites any sports,
church, school, or service group or individuals of
Cordova Bay to participate in this day by contacting a
member of the Board of Directors to have a space
reserved for their requirements.
This is the year for you to be involved in this great
community!
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Traffic update
By Graham Shorthill, Traffic Chair
With major events over, there are
a number of loose ends to tidy up
and some unexpected results. The
Sayward intersection changes
have been positive: the new
acceleration lane works, the bus
stop is much better than the old
one, and the house removal and
landscaping has improved the overall visibility
remarkably. However, the presence of a “Yield” sign
at the start of the new lane causes people to
hesitate rather than accelerate confidently to
highway speeds before they merge with the north
bound traffic. People turning left toward Victoria
have experienced long delays and pedestrians
walking along Sayward must navigate the break
between the
new sidewalk
near the
highway and a
similar one
near the
junction with
Fowler Road.
Projects for
next year will be to extend the sidewalk and cycle
lane along the west side of Fowler and improve
flow at Haliburton and the highway. Follow all the
projects listed on the web page under “Traffic”.
Drive safely over the holidays!

Traditions in Our Community
By Ruth Klapauszak, CBA member
Historically, churches anchored communities and
although times have changed, it is interesting to learn
how these organizations continue to contribute to the
Cordova Bay community. We posed the questions to
each of the 4 churches within our boundaries: What is
your history in our area, how are you involved in the
community now, and what advent activities are you
hosting that are of interest to all of us here in Cordova
Bay?
St. David By-the-Sea Anglican Church
The congregation at St.
David's began in 1944
with a children’s
program. The church
building at 5182 Cordova
Bay Rd. was dedicated in
1979. Pastoral
responsibilities are
shared by Rev. Canon
Christopher Parsons and Archdeacon Bob Baillie. It is
also the home of Cordova Bay Co-op Preschool and
Pacific Dance Centre. In addition to two traditional
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services at 10 a.m. on Sundays and Wednesdays, ‘Messy
Church’ meets on the last Saturday of every month from
10 a.m. to noon. Through fun, family activities, crafts,
stories and a lunch provided by the church, families get
to know others and develop friendships. On the second
Saturday of every month there is a Men's Group that
meet for Breakfast at 8.30 a.m. at the church, with up
to 20 participants. A choir is part of the Sunday service
as well. Read more at www.stdavidbythesea.ca
Cordova Bay United Church was established in 1946 in
the home of a retired minister and moved into the
building at 813 Claremont Ave. in 1988. Now, Rev. Bill
Cantelon leads 150 families in
many adult, youth and
children’s programs throughout
the week and on Sundays. The
Carrot Seed Preschool operates
out of the building, with
programs for 3 to 5 year olds.
Visit the website to read about
the numerous activities for all ages from studies,
ukulele lessons, choirs and crafts. www.cbunited.ca
250-658-5911
Elk Lake Baptist Church, 5349 Patricia Bay Highway,
began in the 1940’s in a local home and built their first
building soon after, just north of Cordova Bay Road. A
new building was completed in 2003. Dr. Les Biggs,
pastor since 1995, leads
the group of
approximately 80 families
in Sunday worship at 11
a.m, including a special
program for children.
Women meet for crafts
monthly and men meet
for breakfasts on the 3rd Saturday most months. Family
outings to parks are scheduled regularly. Advent is
celebrated on Dec.1 at 6:30 p.m. with readings, singing
and dessert and coffee. www.elklakebaptist.ca
250-658-8111
All Saints of Alaska Orthodox Church, 5363 Pat Bay
Highway, is the most recent church to our community,
established in 2003, meeting in the building that first
housed Elk Lake Baptist, on the edge of Pat Bay
Highway. Archpriest Larry Reinheimer provides
leadership of the group of 50-60 people who worship
according to the ancient eastern Orthodox tradition.
The name reflects the
tradition of dedicating each
church to a particular feast
or saint, in this case,
Russians who established
churches in the far north.
Eating, shopping and parties
are not the focus for the
month of December in the
eastern Orthodox tradition. Instead, this is a time of
fasting prior to celebrating the birth of Christ.
Celebrations begin December 24th and continue for 12

Page 4
days. Evening prayers, called vespers, are held weekly
on Saturday 6 p.m. and the Divine Liturgy is
celebrated Sundays at 10 a.m. “Christ is relevant in
every generation,” says Reinheimer, “ and by
maintaining the ancient practice of worship, we are
inspired to be “Salt and Light” to the community.”
250-889-1211 www.allsaintsofalaska.ca

Faith Community Calendar of Events
Dec 1 – 6:30 p.m. Elk Lake Baptist – “Advent Readings
and Carols” – a service for all ages to begin the season
of celebration p.m.of Christ’s birth. Come enjoy
desserts and coffee following the service.
Dec. 7 – 8:00 p.m. Cordova Bay United Christmas Bluegrass Benefit Concert with John Reischman and
the Jaybirds. Benefitting OUR PLACE SOCIETY. $25
online ticketrocket.org or at the church office.
Dec. 8 – 10:00 a.m. St.David’s by the Sea – “Lessons
and Carols” – a service to begin the season of advent
with celebrations for the whole family.
10:00 a.m. Cordova Bay United – “A Thrill of Hope” a
choir Christmas cantata.
Dec. 10 - 7:00 p.m. Cordova Bay United Church 'Simple Gifts ...An Old Fashioned Carol Sing' with the
Victoria Good News Choir, directed by Louise Rose.
Admission at the door - $15 Children $12.
Dec. 15 – 10:00 a.m. Cordova Bay United - “A
Backward Christmas Pageant’ The Christmas Eve story
told with humour, mystery and awe.
Dec. 24 - 4 p.m. St.David’s By the Sea - a candle-light
family Christmas Eve service with carols and stories.
All Saints of Alaska – 9 a.m. Royal Hours, 6 p.m. Vigil.
4 p.m. and 8 p.m.a.m. Cordova Bay United – Christmas
Eve services.
Dec. 25 -St.David’s by the Sea - 10:30 a.m.– a family
service celebrating Christ’s birth.
All Saints of Alaska – 10:00 a.m. Festal Divine Liturgy.

Shopping Local
The holiday season involves gift-giving and as a
person living in Cordova Bay, you
do not even have to leave our
community to find that special
item for every one on your list.
With new shops opening up at
Mattick’s Farm and Cordova
Plaza, you can drop by to pick up
gift certificates for meals, art
courses, gourmet foods, or brightly wrapped
baskets of toys, plants, or decorations. Think twice
before heading into the box stores and instead
SHOP LOCAL!
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The Majestic Mt. Baker
By Ruth Klapauszak, CBA member
It’s easy to become complacent about of the beauty
of Mt.Baker as we glance across the water toward its
ever-changing profile. It is one of the snowiest places
in the world. In 1999,
Mount Baker Ski Area set
the world record for
recorded snowfall in a
single season with
2,900 cm. At 3,286 m, it is
the third-highest mountain
in Washington State and
the fifth-highest in the
Cascade Range. Located in the Mount Baker
Wilderness, it is visible from much of Greater
Victoria, The first written record of the mountain is
from the Spanish explorer Gonzalo Lopez de Haro
who mapped it in 1790 as the Gran Montaña del
Carmelo. The explorer George Vancouver renamed
the mountain for his 3rd Lieutenant Joseph Baker of
HMS Discovery, who saw it on April 30, 1792. What an
amazing bit of geography we get to enjoy every day!

Claremont Secondary School Drama Class Presents:

The Great All-American Musical Disaster
Nov. 28 - 30 and Dec. 4 - 7 at 7:30 p.m.
$7.50 at the door

Nancyanne Cowell
Nancyanne Cowell, peerrecommended as an artist of
inspiration and motivation for
her nature inspired ecopaintings and life journey in
environmental education, will
be the featured artist at the
Sooke Harbour House Gallery
from February 1 to March 31.
Nancyanne lives and paints in
Cordova Bay and her artwork
is fast on the rise for
contributing to Canadian culture.

4Cats Art Studio
4Cats Art Studio in the Cordova Bay Plaza has some
unique gift ideas. 'Give the Gift' classes are 3-week
"mini-sessions" where students make a painting and a
sculptural project. Other workshops in painting, clay,
and special projects like snow globes are also
available. Adult and family workshops are offered as
well. A holiday open house, free to all is a time to
explore the studio, share some snacks, meet new
friends and make some art! www.4cats.com/royaloak

The Cordovan receives submissions from residents and members. The content is not officially endorsed by
the CBA board prior to publication.
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers
Click on each logo for information. Click here for more information. Or contact Penny Joppe by phone:
250-658-8566 or email: pen.ton@shaw.ca.

Accommodation
& Travel

Dining &
Recreation

Gardening
Services

Health &
Community

Local Media
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