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							Reduced speed limit coming on Lochside Drive

December 5, 2023

Saanich Council has approved Phase 2 of the Speed Limit Policy Implementation Plan at their December 4, 2023 meeting. Phase 1 ( already implemented in 2023) focused on major roads such as Cordova Bay, Fowler and Sayward Roads. Phase 2 of the speed limit policy implementation is focused on selected

residential streets in Saanich.

In Cordova Bay, Lochside Drive is expected to have its speed limit reduced to 30km/hr as its B its status as an AAA cycling route would require a lower speed limit. Bylaw enactment by council and subsequent posting of the new speed limit signs will occur sometime in 2024.

Saanich will consider adding more major roads and residential streets into the speed limit reduction program over time.

 

							
													

						
					

				
					
						
							See poster here



Synopsis:

At a boarding school in New Hampshire, the former headmaster’s house sits empty, abandoned decades ago after his son disappeared inside and now thought haunted. But when four students break in on a dare, they don’t finds ghosts or ghouls, but instead a doorway to another world: Elsewhere. Elsewhere is a realm of pure imagination, overflowing with everything Sylvan, Ariel, Jenna, and Vi could ever want: magic, adventure, acceptance, purpose, a half-human, half-buffalo librarian. But the longer they stay in Elsewhere, the more it seems there’s something not quite right with the fantasy utopia—and the less willing Elsewhere is to let them go back to their real lives. To escape this dream world, the four friends must journey through their darkest nightmares.

							
													

						
					

				
					
						
							November 10, 2023

CURRENT ANIMAL SEASONAL RESTRICTIONS ON CORDOVA BAY BEACH REMAIN IN EFFECT

The current seasonal restrictions for dogs on the beaches in Cordova Bay remain in effect. The present

rules prohibit dog use between May 1 and August 31 except between 6am and 9am on that section of

beach between Walema and the south boundary of Cordova Bay Park. This section of beach is open,

however, to dog use outside of this restricted period. Beach areas north of Walema (including Parker

beach) and south of Cordova Bay Park are open year-round to dog use and without leashes provided

that they are under control at all times.

Saanich Council had been considering amending the animal control bylaws for Cordova Bay, as part of

their People, Pets and Parks Strategy, to allow year-round off leash dog use without restrictions on the

beaches in Cordova Bay. The CBACA wrote letters and made a presentation to council on September 11

to keep the current animal control bylaw in place and not open up our beaches to unrestricted all day

year-round off leash dog use.

As a result of the CBACA submissions and presentation, Council on November 6, 2023 amended their

previous bylaw proposals and approved the current bylaw regime or status quo for dog use on our

beaches.

							
													

						
					

				
					
						
							The following message is from Saanich Council

Cordova Bay Road Improvement Project: Rambler Road to Walema Avenue

Project Description:  The District of Saanich is undertaking an active transportation improvement project on Cordova Bay Road between Rambler Road and Walema Road. These pedestrian and cycling infrastructure improvements are identified in the District of Saanich Active Transportation Plan and Safe Routes to School plan for Cordova Bay Elementary.

Start Date: Summer 2022

End Date: Fall 2022

Further information and concept drawings for the CBR Sidewalk Improvement Project

have now been posted on the Saanich website

							
													

						
					

				
					
						
							Joy Cooper!  Joy correctly identified (a smaller version of)  the picture above located at Lochside Trail where it intersects with Hanover Place.  Congratulations Joy, well done.  You really know your neighbourhood.
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Hello, the following message is from Saanich Council

Saanich residents are invited to join this free online workshop series about climate change big ideas and practical actions in your community. Learn from Saanich staff and expert guests about ways to make your transportation, home, yard, and purchases more resilient and climate-friendly and different tools and rebates available to support you. Come out of the series knowing more about the inspiring climate action happening in your community and with your own personal prioritized climate action plan.

Tuesday evenings from 7-8pm.

January 25 – March 1, 2022

Online using MS Teams. Link will be emailed prior to workshop.

 Register through Saanich RecOnline:

https://anc.ca.apm.activecommunities.com/saanich/activity/search/detail/64445?onlineSiteId=0&from_original_cui=true&_ga=2.103418376.980883560.1637439753-789608527.1562107249

Enrollment opens on December 1st. at 6:00am 

There are 50 spots 

Workshop Series Topics

	Saanich Climate Action 101: an introduction to preparing your own Climate Action Plan
	Naturescape for climate resilience and biodiversity in your yard:  Naturescaping can save you money and time, add greater enjoyment and inspiration to your gardening as well as increasing climate resilience and ecosystem services.
	Sustainable transportation: learn all about walking, transit, cycling, e-bikes, and electric vehicles and charging
	Climate-friendly home renovations: heat pumps are the most efficient, and climate-friendly, heating and cooling system on the market. Learn what a heat pump is, the benefits of heat pumps, how to find a program registered contractor and what rebates, financing offers and supports are available to help you upgrade your heating system.
	Lighter Living: tips and local resources, success stories, and ways to get involved in reducing your climate impact with your purchasing choices for food, clothing, consumer goods, and more.
	Emergency preparedness: what emergency preparedness from a climate adaptation perspective can include, and resources from Saanich to help.
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	VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
CBA is looking for volunteers to help out in a variety of ways. There is one Board position vacant and two sub-committees wanting to expand their membership to get a wider representation to tackle our local issues. The Board meets once per month, and committees meet as needed.

Please consider these opportunities 

1. New Board member required to Chair the Events standing committee. The CBA is embarking on a path to engage residents in new and innovative ways and needs someone to manage one or two events (the type of event and frequency to be determined by the Events Committee) per year.

2. New committee members sought for the CBA Events Committee to assist in the organizing of events that require additional support. This may only be one event per year, however, if you are able to be “on-call”, your volunteer support would be greatly appreciated.

3. New committee members sought for the CBA Transportation Committee which works with the community, municipality and province to resolve issues of concern around transportation in Cordova Bay. The committee is currently seeking to enlist two or three additional members who are interested in transportation-related matters in our area. CBA members who reside on the “upper reaches” (i.e. the Ridge, Santa Clara, Alderley stretches) would be particularly welcomed.

Interested people for any of these opportunities should provide a brief bio outlining specific areas of interest and expertise, and e-mail to cba.president@cbaca.ca. Also use this email if you require additional information.



Visit our website at www.cbasn.com to see more about your neighbourhood association –

the Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs.






							
													

						
					

				
					
						
								
	This email is a notification we received from the BC Government.

We are aware that this is not strictly specific to Cordova Bay or Saanich.

With that in mind, we thought our readers may be interested.

Below is the notification, or if you wish to go to the BC Government website,

Here is the LINK
People in B.C. communities will benefit from legislative amendments that give local governments more powers to simplify and speed up their development approvals processes, helping to get the homes people need built faster.

“We are working with local governments, the development sector and housing advocates to streamline local development processes to help get more homes built faster for people,” said Josie Osborne, Minister of Municipal Affairs. “By updating public hearing and certain permit requirements, we are giving local governments more tools to deliver the housing that communities need throughout B.C. This is one important step in the work all orders of government must do to meet housing needs for people in our communities.”

Increasing housing supply is a priority for the Province and these amendments are an important step in that ongoing effort. The amendments will update the Local Government Act to:

	remove the default requirement for local governments to hold public hearings for zoning bylaw amendments that are consistent with the official community plan; and
	enable local governments to delegate decisions on minor development variance permits to staff.


These changes will support local governments to move forward more efficiently on developments, bypassing barriers and speeding up housing approvals. They were identified during consultation with local governments, housing providers and builders, and other stakeholders as part of the Province’s Development Approvals Process Review. These changes will also build on the work of the Local Government Development Approvals Program that is providing $15 million to help local governments create more efficient approvals processes.

“B.C. local governments have been seeking improvements to streamline development approval processes,” said Laurey-Anne Roodenburg, president, Union of BC Municipalities. “These amendments to the current legislation provide new options that align with recommendations in UBCM’s housing strategy, maintain local government flexibility, and will be welcomed by many UBCM members. We will continue to work with the government to seek further improvements to the development approval process.”

To ensure transparency, the proposed amendment for public hearings requires local governments to provide public notice of the rezoning bylaw before the bylaw is considered at first reading by a municipal council or regional district board.

The proposed legislation also makes amendments to streamline the Islands Trust development approvals processes by enabling local trust committees to adopt and amend Development Approval Information bylaws. As well, the Province is proposing changes that will support the City of Powell River’s economic development objectives by removing city-owned lots from the designated mill site area to allow for further development of those lands and support community planning.

Learn More:

For more information about the Development Approvals Process Review consultation process, visit: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/local- governments/planning-land-use/dapr_2019_report.pdf
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							SPECIAL CRIME PREVENTION BULLETIN

Happy Spring everyone!

As fantastic as it is to enjoy the warmer weather, we do need to remember that this increases opportunities for theft from automobiles.

We’ve recently seen a significant rise in this kind of crime, specifically at parks and recreation areas.

If you drive to the park please keep these simple things in mind:

-No matter where you are parked, secure your vehicle. This includes putting up all windows, locking all doors and closing any sun roofs.

-Never leave anything of value or PERCEIVED value visible in your car.

If you MUST take valuables to the park or recreation area with you, place them in your trunk BEFORE you get to the parking lot. Often thieves are watching to see who puts purses, laptops or any other valuables in their trunk so they know exactly which cars to break in to first.

Keep these simple principals in mind and you should be able to avoid becoming a target for thieves.

Stay safe and enjoy the beautiful, natural surroundings we are lucky to get to enjoy here in Saanich.

							
													

						
					

				
					
						
							Greetings CBA members,

Saanich is currently seeking public feedback on Task Force recommendations developed for a Housing Strategy. They are trying to raise awareness and encourage as much participation in the survey as possible.

Saanich Housing Strategy

We’re looking for your thoughts on the Housing Strategy Task Force recommendations to improve housing in Saanich. The Task Force developed recommendations that are designed to achieve greater housing supply, affordability and diversity and accommodate a broad range of community housing needs now and in the future. These recommendations are outlined in the Housing Strategy Task Force Report [PDF – 2 MB] and support the development of the Saanich Housing Strategy.

We appreciate you taking the time to provide your input on the Task Force recommendations.

Provide Your Feedback

	We want to hear your thoughts: Complete the public survey.
	Complete the survey by April 30 for a chance to win one of four randomly drawn prizes for $100 grocery gift cards!
	Paper copies of the survey are available. Please contact Saanich Planning at planning@saanich.ca or 250-475-5471.
	Survey responses will help inform the development of a proposed Housing Strategy, which is anticipated to be presented to Council in June 2021.


Get Updates

	Please register here to sign up for our email notification list for the latest news, updates, and opportunities to participate in the Housing Strategy.


Contact Us

	For more information about the Housing Strategy, contact Community Planning at: Phone: 250-475-547, E-mail: planning@saanich.ca, Project Website: saanich.ca/housing.
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