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THE USE AND ABUSE
OF ENGLISH

Canada is fortunate in being free from
dialects and in there being spoken from
coast to coast a language which is plain
and understandable to all who know it.

The newcomer will at first be struck
by a certain slight difference in the
sound of the letter “R” and by a tendency
in certain people towards a nasal tone in
the voice which seems to be more notice-
able over the radio. This tendency ap-
pears to be more apt to occur in people
who have been brought up at a consider-
able height above sea level and is seldom
heard among those who have been brought
up on the coast. Whatever the cause, the
ear soon becomes accustomed to it and
passes it over almost without notice.

The visitor to Britain will scarcely
have set foot on land before he begins to
3 e considerable differences in the
manner of speech. If he lands at one of
the south coast ports and is fortunate,
his first encounter may be with the soft,
pleasant south of England speech in which
the the letter “R” is so slightly sounded
as to be difficult to detect. This way of
speaking is perfectly exemplified by the
speech of the King and Queen.

As the traveller has landed on the south
coast he is probably making for London
where his ears will be assailed by the
Cockney accent with its peculiar inton-
ation, complete ignoring of the eighteenth
letter of our alphabet and its cavalier
treatment of the letter “H”. To hear it
at its best a visit to the east end should
he made. In addition to his accent the
.rue Cockney is insular and impatient of
foreigners. Typical of this impatience is
the case of the Frenchman who politely
accosted two workmen repairing a street
and asked the way to “Peekadeely” only
to have one workman turn to the other
and say “Wot’s ’e sye Bill.” To which Bill
replied “Dunno bung 'm in the earole”.
The Cockney, however, is as a rule plea-
sant, good tempered and witty.

To the south-west in Devon and Somer-
set is the soft slurry speech full of the
sound of the letter “Z” instead of “S”
“V” for “F” and numerous other substi-
tutions for which the poems of William
Barnes, who writes in that dialect, are
noted.

Further north in Lancashire anyone
who was cold said he was starved and if
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hungry he was clemmed. Forty years ago
i the whole Lancashire dialect was so full

of such substitutions and the pronuncia-
tion was so terrible that the stranger was
completely at a loss. It is to be hoped that
free education applied to the present and
the coming generations has made a mark-
ed improvement.

Typical of Yorkshire is the saying “If
tha does out for nout do it thysen” and
the habit of saying “putten” instead of
put, and the school boy who reported
to his teacher that his neighbour “Had
putten putten when he should have putten
put.”

There is no greater insult can be offered
to a Scotsman than to tell him that Scots
is merely vulgar English, and to say so
is quite incorrect. The old broad Scots
must have been spoken even before the
two countries became deadly enemies.

To hear it spoken by an old gentleman
or lady as it often was when the writer
was a boy was to hear Scots at its best,
quaint and charming. I do not know any-
where in Scotland where the speech is so
difficult to understand as it is in some
parts of England except possibly Glas-
gow where anyone joining a crowd round ?
a street accident could be informed that
“A fellafellafalarry” pronounced as one
word and meaning: A fellow fell off a
lorry. A lorry being a long flat four-
wheeled wagon without sides.

The speech on the east coast is inclined
to be sing-song while Fifeshire has a
habit of raising the tone at the end of
each sentence. The west coast is soft and
often has a touch of the Gaelic intonation.

Inverness used to get credit for speak-
ing the best and plainest English in
Britain and at that time almost as much

Gaelic as English could be heard on the
streets.
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AMAZING!

SLACKS Tailored in ONE DAY!
SUITS Tailored in ONE WEEK!

British Jmporters

Men's Better Class Clothiers
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641 Yates Street Victoria, B.C.
C.B.C.C. MEMBER—B. T. ROGERS
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FRENCH’S STORE

Season’'s Greetings and all
Kind Wishes

MOONEY'S

is the place to take your car when your
fender is dented or you need a paint job.

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

MOUNT NEWTON P-T.A.

Ward Six P-T.A., now known as “Mount
Newton” Keating, December 10. Follow-
ing the abolition of the ward system in
Saanich the Ward Six P-T.A. changed its
name at its last regular meeting to the
Mount Newton P-T.A. Motion for the
change was made by Mr. L. Salmon, sec-
onded by Mrs. J. E. French. Under the
new name the group decided it would care
for the needs of Keating school as it has
in the past.

Mr. George Preston and Mr. L. Salmon
along with President Adrian Butler were
named representatives to the newly form-
ed P-T.A. Council for District 63.

Treasurer J. L. Newton reported a bal-
ance on hand of $51.76. Mr. M. Connor,
Social Convener, reported proceeds of
$53.00 from the recent games party, and
thanked the hostesses and donors. Hosts
and Hostesses were Mr. and Mrs. G.
Kirkpatrick, Mr. and Mrs. W. Phillips, Mr.
and Mrs. C. Butler, Mr. and Mrs. A.
Bolster, Mr. and Mrs. A. Butler, Mr. and
Mrs. A. E. Vogee, Mr. and Mrs. 1. Green,
Mr. and Mrs. Goddard, Mr. and Mrs. C.
W =Scott, Mr.and Mrs. J. L. Newton, Mr.
and Mrs. G. Preston, Mr. and Mrs. J. N.
Tubman, Mr. and Mrs. G. Gyllenspetz, Mr.
and Mrs. L. Hill, Mr. and Mrs. L. Salmon,
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Benell, Mr. and Mrs.
Lewis.

Donations were received from Mr. and
Mrs. J. French, Mrs. Playfair, Miss A.
Coleman, Mrs. R. C. Muirhead, Mrs. P.
Hamilton, Mrs. M. Willner and Mrs. M.
Bickford. P

A broadcast script in support of the
School Bylaw was presented by Inspector
J. F. Brown, Major S. S. Penny, Miss R.
Simpson and Mrs. E. M. Bryce.

Mr. J. Hill was introduced as a new
member.

“The Country Gentlemen Quartette,”
accompanied by Mrs. G. Gyllenspetz gave
selections. Members of the group are:
Mr. Frank Spooner, Mr. A. Bain, Mr. C.
Ganderton and Mr. Ivan Green.

A. E. Vogee.
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MODERN SHOE CO.

SHOES FOR MEN'!
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Cor. Yates & Government Street

Phone E 1821 Victoria B.C
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- SWITZERLAND
(By Request)

Have you ever wanted to visit a place
and at the same time had the feeling that
your longing could never be realized, and
then suddenly finding that it was pos-
sible? This was my delightful experience
many years ago when I went to Switzer-
land. I think God likes to think there
are some spots should be free from the
horrors and grief of wars and so he tuck-
ed Switzerland in the middle of Europe
for this purpose. It’s a veritable haven of
beauty. I distinctly remember sitting at
the breakfast table with my uncle who
was going over in a few days and saying:
“Oh, I wish I were going with you.”
And his reply “Why don’t you come along,
got any money?” I did not answer either
of the questions, I simply decided to
leave with him by hook or by crook that
moment. Finally after dashing round
various government offices re passports
and visas, ete., I was ready to leave with
uncle and party. The Channel crossing
was horribly rough and a veil is cast over
that “sickly” trip. We took train from
Calais to Basle changed there for Lucerne.
One memory remains vivid. During the
night between Calais and Basle we
couldn’t sleep and tried to get some fresh
air in the corridor where we were enter-
tained by a very pleasant but voluble
French porter who breathed garlic over
us with every word. I'm quite sure the
conversation was interesting though we
only understood a word or two. Garlic
and France always go together in my
mind. Lucerne is a lovely city. Sur-
rounded by mountains, nestling on the
lake, bathed in sunlight and warmth, and
the lake reflecting the heavenly blue of
the sky. There are lovely old-world bits
in Lucerne that one comes upon quite
unexpectedly. There is an old bridge,
rickety but safe, and on the ceiling of the
covered way it is decorated with paintings
and carvings, crude but fascinating, de-
picting the history and life of the place.
From Lucerne we took a small lake steam-
er to one of the loveliest little villages
on the lake shore, Hertenstein. We stay-
ed at the Pension there, and as we lay
in bed we could hear the water lapping
the beach and the only sounds, those of
the little birds and the far off tinkling
of cow bells and the farm animals. We
were saturated with beauty, peace and the
joy of living. Everywhere we looked we
could see the lake, blue and sparkling and
the towering mountains, the Matterhorn,
Mt. Pilatus, Mt. Rigi and others. Be it to
my shame, though abounding with the zest
of youth I never did any climbing or ski-
ing. Our climbing was the easy way up
the funicular railway, and when we got to
the top of Pilatus we couldn’t see anything
for the mist, and anyway there was such
a lot of snow half the time one couldn’t
look over it. We took a trip round the

[ .
lake stopping at each little village to see | French was in charge of a Guessing

the charm of each one and hear the little
bit of history attached to it. One stop
was called William Tell, and as the boat
pulled alongside we saw a huge painting
telling the story of William Tell, I for-
get it but it is quite a thrilling tale. Wan-
dering one day among the grounds of the
hotel we came across an old open-air
theatre, tier upon tier of stone seats, fall-
en in disuse. Then there was Engelberg,
nestling at the foot of a mountain and
glacier, and a church with a tall spire
and chalets dotted here and there and
snow, just like a Christmas card. Sudden-
ly as late afternoon came we heard the
yodelling of the farmers for their cattle
to come home. Everywhere and everyone
in Switzerland is clean and fresh, and the
people with natural rosy cheeks and happy
smiles, kindly and hospitable. Clock-
makers carrying on the tradition of their
fathers, grandfathers and great grand-
fathers and proud of their trade. Chalets
tucked -away high up in the alps, at night
their lamps twinkling like stars . Gaily
coloured flowers blooming on the moun-
tain side, blue and violet gentian, daisies,
and a million others, eidelweiss growing
in its native ground on the side of the
precipice, it looks its best there. A Swiss
wedding, where all were dressed in their
gay national costume, dancing and full of
music and joy. And the food! Delect-
able is the only word. The most perfect
coffee and rolls and honey in the whole
world. And I felt then as I always do
now, what a nuisance it is to be grown
up and have to control one’s appetite. I
love to sample all the nice things on the
plates and hate to have to say “no thank
you” in order to be polite with a voice that
positively rings with insincerity. I think
I left a little bit of myself in Switzerland
those many years ago, but am content that
it should remain one of my most pleasant
memnories and am equally happy that we
found Cordova Bay, so much like Switzer-
land, and I can truly say like David in the
Bible: “My lot has fallen unto me in
pleasant places and I have a goodly heri-
tage.”” A Happy New Year to you ALL.
L. L.

ST. DAVID'S
WOMEN'S GUILD

A successful bazaar and tea was held
recently in the Church Hall under the
auspices of St. David’s Women’s Guild
when $265.00 was realized.

Introduced by Mrs. C. B. Price, Mrs. G.
R. Calvert, wife of the Dean of British
Columbia, opened the sale.

Mrs. H. Savage, Mrs. Reynolds and
Mrs. H. Ranger were in charge of Sewn
Articles; Mrs. F. Smith, Contests, which
were won by Miss M. Scholefield and Mrs.
S. E. Day. Miss F. O. Lewis and Mrs.
McWean sold Superfluities. Miss Edith

f Contest,
. House, was won by Jack Adrian.

|

a furnished Doll’s
Mrs.
H. Stevenson and Mrs. W. Ronald sold
Home Cooking and conducted a Written
Auction of a Christmas Cake, the success-
ful bidder being Mr. A. Taylor. Mrs.
Fairclough and Mrs. Hutton sold Candy;
Mrs. Taylor and Mrs. N. Westwood, Toys
and Doll’s Clothing. Mrs. A. Anderson
sold Cards and Calendars.

Tea was convened by Mrs. B. Dyer
assisted by Mrs. F. Pottage, Mrs. N.
Andrew, Mrs. R. Sinkinson and Miss E.
Pottage. Mrs. A. S. Miller was in charge
of Door Receipts.

Mrs. B. Dyer won the Dressed Doll
Competition.

The annual meeting of St. David’s
Women’s Guild will be held at the home
of Mrs. J. H. Stevenson, Cordova Bay
Road, on January 10th, at 2:30 p.m.
Lillian Dyer.

the prize,

PROGRESS REPORT

I just want to take this opportunity of
thanking all the people who have worked
so hard the past few months in building
our Hall, non-members as well as club
members.

I would at this time thank all the
ladies who looked after getting the tea
and coffee ready for the workers. Mr.
and Mrs. Sutcliffe and Mr. and Mrs. Ward
also deserve a lot of thanks for opening
up their home so the workers would have
a place to sit down to their refreshments.

Also thanks are due to all the firms
who have so graciously donated material,
machinery, etc. In this connection a lot
of our own members have helped with
trucks and building equipment, etc. These
people I also wish to thank.

We are on the threshold of a new year
and as all the concrete foundation work
is completed, work done from now on will
be of a permanent nature. If we can raise
enough money and get donations of suffi-
cient lumber there is no reason why the
Hall should not be in use this coming
year. Let’s make that our motto. Build
the Hall in 1950.

Before closing I would like to wish one
and all a Happy New Year.

Harry Savage, President.

GUIDES AND BROWNIES

The annual meeting of the Local Asso-
ciation of Cordova Bay Guides and
Brownies will be held at St. David’s-by-
the-Sea on January 13, 1950, at 7:30 p.m.

An interesting programme has been
planned and it is hoped that Mrs. Freeman
King, Divisional Commissioner for
Saanich will be present.

(Mrs.) E. M. Sutton,
Secretary-Treasurer,
L.A. Cordova Bay Guides and Brownies.



December, 1949

SPINDRIFT

RADIO ENTERTAINMENT

The Radio Programmes which we re-
ceive from Canadian stations can be
roughly divided into those which are
broadcast by the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation and those which are broad-
cast by private stations and are in some
cases sponsored.

The CBC programmes which are kept
to a level well above the average and are
purposely varied to suit all tastes are,
it may be presumed, the best that can be
obtained.

The Orchestral Music falls naturally
into Classical and Modern with a certain
amount of what may be called Modern
Classical. To the first two most of us
have become accustomed and have ac-
quired a liking for them. But the third
presents to many much more difficulty.
This difficulty appears to lie in its fail-
ure, in so many cases, to present to the
I’ mer any recognizable melody com-
br..cd with the presentation of so many
discords which the unaccustomed ear
automatically rejects. There are, how-
ever, many others who find the Classical
music written by the modern composers
just as pleasant and as easy to understand
as any other kind this being evidenced by
the inclusion of such pieces in many of
the concert programmes.

The Band Concerts, both from Military
and Civilian Bands are most enjoyable
even when the concert consists of class-
ical music; which does not appear to lend
itself to rendering by a Brass Band al-
though that feeling may be caused by the
infrequency with which we hear a Brass
Band play that kind/of music.

, The singing of artists trained to pro-

_«uce the voice in a correct, expressive

and pleasant manner is always a pleasure
to hear and there are, fortunately, many
whose singing is a delight.

To those of the present generation,
accustomed to trained voices, the greater
part of the singing of modern songs which
is being broadcast must give the impres-
sion that it is no longer necessary for a
singer to be able to sing or, indeed, to
have anything which can justifiably be
called a voice, and the songs being sung
even the best of them and there are some
good ones seldom last more than a few
weeks before being discarded and forgot-
ten. This state of affairs must give em-
ployment to a great many song writers
although it is noticeable that while much
is made of the singer the name of the
composer is seldom mentioned.

United Church of Canada
~ For the time being services are being held
in the Minister’'s Home on Gordon Avenue,
just off Walema, every Sunday morning at

11 o’clock. Hymn Books provided. Everybody

Welcome.
Rev. W. H. Day, Minister

The plays presented are, on the whole,
of good quality although there are some
which are thin as to plot and a little too
obvious as to ending. They are well cast
and the acting is deserving of high praise,
the versatility of the players leaving little
to be desired.

There must be many who resent the
blatent advertising and extravagant state-
ments of some sponsors especially where
a good play admirably acted is interrupted
at the end of each act, cheapening the
whole performance and bringing it down
to the lowest level. It should surely be
enough to make a short announcement at
the beginning and end of the programme.

We are fortunate in our announcers,
although there are one or two who appear
to think that the only way to be emphatic
is to shout.

It would be impossible, in any reason-
able space to go through the whole gamut
of the programmes so that this can only
be regarded a mere touching of the fringe.

Whether we consider that we are best
served by having entertainment brought
into our homes or whether we think we
were better off when we had to go out
to a theatre or hall it seems evident that
as long as we are content to sit at home
and listen none of us will ever experience
the thrill of being one of an audience of
two or three thousand which has been
lifted to its feet by the performance of
a great artist and is not merely applaud-
inb but waving and cheering; some so
emotionally stirred that the tears run
unashamed down their cheeks.

St (Eanih’ﬁ-'hg-thr,--s:\'ea
CORDOVA BAY
Rev. C. B. Price, M.A., B.D.

Sunday School every Sunday...
1st Sunday of Month, Evensong...
2nd, 3rd and 4th (& 5th) Sundays,

Morning Prayer ..
Holy Communion, 3rd Sunday

We Deliver at Gordova Bay
Milk, Cream, Fresh Farm Eggs

SHEPHERD’S DAIRY

1645 Fort Street G 3039

Po— 3

°, e

i PARKVIEW STORE

Groceries — Fresh Meats
Hardware - Electrical Supplies
Radio Service - Tubes Tested Free
Phone Colquitz 97X D. Lotzer

Weston’s Bread & Cake

(CANADA) LIMITED

Weston’s For Bread—Bread For Health

o

BUCKLE PRINTING CO.

LIMITED

1115 Blanshard Street Phone E-9913

MAJOR SAWDUST BURNERS

We are your Local Agents

DOMESTIC SALES

1819 Douglas St. E-3512

X3

e Construction
® Homes
e Alterations
e House Raising
¢ Kitchen Cabinets
e Contract or Day Work

ART HICKS

Telephone - Col. 93Y

%o o

o%.
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J. McPHERSON

Interior and Exterior Decorator
PAINTING - PAPERHANGING
ROOF and SPRAY PAINTING
STEAM CLEANING
STUCCO

161 Beechwood Empire 9039
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Shop

at
@
Your
Friendly
Store

100%

Satisfaction Guaranteed
with every purchase
or yaur money refunded

WITH A SMILE!
Prdsons Bag Company.

INCORPORATED Z~° MAY IG7O.
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SOCIAL NOTES

At this season of the year, we espe-
cially welcome new members to our com-
munity, and hope they find themselver
feeling at home among us. Mr. and Mrs.
Titteron and family are now residing in
the house on Walema, formerly occupied
by the Ranson family. Mr. and Mrs. Gil-
bert have purchased a home on Walema
Ave., and Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Day have
bought a home on Doumac Ave.

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Fox have had as
their guests Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Bobbett.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Mackintosh have had
Mr. Mackintosh’s mother Mrs. M. Mackin-
tosh, of Los Angeles, California, as house
guest for two weeks.

Mr. W. Mackintosh spent a week’s
vacation in Los Angeles.

Mrs. Geo. Fox had a recent trip to Van-
couver where she attended the wedding
of their only granddaughter.

We give a very special welcome to
Baby Philip Joseph, who recently arrived
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Don Lotzer.

We are sorry to hear that Mrs. Leslie
Blow, Haliburton Road, has been in hos-
pital.

Mrs. Forbes, Summerland Camp, is at
home after nearly three months in hos-
pital.

Our sympathies go to Mr. Hodgson who
had the misfortune to fall and injure his
spine. He will be in a cast for three
months.

We are glad to report that young Joe
MacMurchie has recovered from his at-
tack of Scarlet Fever.

A large gathering of neighbors and
friends recently met at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Noel Andrew for a “House
Warming.” Dancing was enjoyed, and
delicious refreshments were served to
bring a happy evening to its close.

This month there is a considerable
dearth of Social News. We suppose
everyone is resting up for a grand fiesta
at Christmas and New Year, and also too
busy shopping to be ‘specially “social”.
Taking advantage of the extra space allo-
cated to us, we, the two Lillians, wish each
and every reader the Happiest of New
Years’ in 1950. May every wish come
true and happiness abound for you, al-
ways.

Lillian Ross, Lillian Dyer.

oo

Standard Steam Laundry Limited
Dry Cleaners, Linen Supply, Launderers
Our driver calls in the Cordova Bay area on Mondays.

i 841 View Street Phone G 4161

CORDOVA BAY P-T.A.

Members who met Thursday night
November 24th, expressed the wish to
withdraw from the Victoria Council and
appoint an executive to attend the newly-
formed Saanich Council School District
No. 63.

Each member is to raise One Dollar
($1.00) during the next two months with
the proceeds to go to the Movie Projector
Fund.

Mr. Thorpe, chairman, and Mr. George
Ross, Trustee of the School Board, stress-
ed the need for new Schools and Addi-
tions and asked members to urge all to
vote “Yes” on the School Money By-Law.

Dr. E. N. MacKay, Saanich Health
Officer and Mrs. E. Walker, District
Nurse, demonstrated with two school

children the actual procedure of School
Health Examinations. A Film on “Care
of the Teeth” followed.

Mrs. H. Mellish was guest pianist.
freshments were served.

H. M. Cleland, Publicity Convener.

Re-

TO THE TUNE OF THE
OLD APPLE TREE

‘Neath the crust of the old apple tree

There is something for both you and I,

It may be a pin, that the cook has dropped
in,

Or it may be a nice little fly.

Or it may be an old rusty nail

Or the tip of the pussy cat’s tail,

But whatever it be, it’s for you and for
me.

'Neath the crust of the old apple pie.

’Neath the roof of Cordova Bay School
The teacher don’t like us to fool,

She wants us to work, and never to shirk :

And remember the good golden rule

We must clean off our feet and look neat,

And always sit still in our seat.

And whatever we do, we must always be
true.

'Neath the roof of Cordova Bay School.

Anon.
X %
WEEKDAYS SUNDAYS
_Lv.Victerla_ , _Gordova Bay Lv. Vietoria | Cordova Bay
7:30 7:00 9:45 10:15
9:00 8:00
11:00 9:30 1:30 | 2:00
. 11:30 |
;;z 2:00 5:40 6:30
§ 4:30 . ¥
5:40 S 9:13 9:55
10:15 10:55
11:15 11:55
Light face figures indicate A.M.—dark face, P.M.
V.I. COACH LINES
X3
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BEATTY
WASHERS

Easy Terms

Back of the “Bay”
Ben Dyer

1620 Arena Way B-4522

o

e 60
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Harvey’s Meat Market

Fine Quality Meats, Butter & Eggs

sold through MecMorran’s Pavilion

X

COLLISON PAPER CO. LTP

WHOLESALE PAPER DEALERS ~ A
Phone E 7611

560 Yates Street Victoria, B.C.

FOR YOUR NEXT

GROCERY ORDER

Telephone G-7181

SCOTT & PEDEN LTD:

510 Cormorant Street

X

Cordova Bay Garage

IIAROLD GRAINGER, Proprietor
Repairs - Service Calls - Gas & 0il

Phone Colquitz 221 Y

We Have Plenty of

CEMENT

for Immediate Delivery

M'MORRAN'S BUILDING
SUPPLY

New Cement Mixer For Rent

o

If you’d be better dressed . . .
. . . you'd better be dressed by us.

0. H. Dorman Ltd.

1328 Douglas Street Victoria, B.C.

*

The store that’s always busy

There’s a reason




