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comforts of home and the pleasures of
sailing in waters where they can reach
shelter when bad weather threatens, and
embark in small boats upon long voyages
either alone or with one companion and
endure hardship and discomfort. It can
be an irresistible urge to get away from
a safe, commonplace life or a determina­
tion to prove to themselves that they are
men enough to do it.

The owner of Venturer is a young
dentist just through his examinations
who, having done what he wanted to do
more than anything else, is going to sell
his boat here and go home in a less ad­
venturous way. Good luck to him and
may he find another boat in which he can
enjoy sailing for many years.

In Jocular Mood
From one of our momentarily confused

younger members this modern version
originated when relating a much earlier
Christmas scene of long ago. "And they
came with frankenstein, incense and
myrrh."

M. W. Dyer,
L.A. to C.RC.C.

LADIES' AUXILIARY
Here we are at the end of another

year. Highlights of the year have been
the St. Patrick's Tea and Home Cooking
Sale, the Holiday Darice of which we were
co-sponsors with the Building Fund Com­
mittee, the Opening Dance at which we
sold refreshments, our trip to Weston's,
the Masquerade Social, and, of course, the
Court Whist Parties on the third Friday
of each month. The next one will be on
January 15th.

The first and annual meeting in the
new year will be on Monday, January
11th, and you will all want to be on hand
to elect a new executive.

Probably you have noticed the cheery
new plaid curtains in our kitchen. They
can be drawn across for privacy and are
very homey. Weare also planning new
wall cupboards for the near future. Two
big push brooms were bought, 100 cups
and saucers, and we shared in the cost
of the benches for the large Hall.

Be seeing you next year then.
In the meantime, here's this month's

recipe for:
A Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year

Use large quantities of mirth, humor,
industry and tolerance. Spice well, use
plenty of ginger. Mix well with assorted
nuts. A little "good cheer" may be added
if desired, but always with equal parts
of good sense. Sprinkle to taste with ex­
travagance. Take it all with a grain of
salt.

SURPRISE
One of the pleasant things about

going to town only once a week is that
one does not get tired of seeing the same
things, at least not too tired to become
bored. This is especially the case with
anyone who has a particular interest in
something. The something in my case is
boats, any kind of boat, but best of all
sail-boats. This means that having dis­
posed of whatever little business there is
to do I make for the harbour. Approach­
ing the Causeway from Government St.
the harbour is partly hidden by the low
building housing the Tourist Bureau and
the eye searches above that building for a
sight of a tall mast which would indicate
a sailboat. The other Friday there was
one such mast standing up from the float
opposite the Empress Hotel.

The height of the mast indicated that
'she was quite a large vessel but on getting
closer I gasped with surprise at the small­
ness of her hull. She appeared to be not
more than 24 feet over all. There were
several people ,on the float whose curiosity
was as great as mine, so I joined them
and as unobtrusively as possible stepped
her off to find what her length really was.

This rough and ready method showed
that my guess was somewhere near cor­
rect and I mentioned it to one of the by­
standers. Rather to my surprise he dis­
agreed and said she was 14 feet. This
was impossible for her overall length but
might be her waterline length.

I went back to her stern to see her
name. It was "Venturer." Now I knew I
was right. She had just completed a
voyage from England through Panama to
Honolulu and had been commented on in
our local papers and her length quoted
as 14 feet, which must be her waterline.
This meant that she must be well cut
away at the bow since her stern did not
greatly overhang.

Her owner was on board and was
making sail which is always interesting.
A closer examination of her rigging
showed the reason for her apparently too
great height of mast., She was a gaff­
rigged topsail cutter and carried jib, fore­
sail, mainsail and topsail and had run­
ning backstays. This meant that each sail
was small enough to be handled easily by
one person and her sail area could be
readily reduced to proportions suitable to
any wind except a full gale. It als,o meant
that her owner, who was sailing her
single-handed, would have to handle,
every time he changed course, two jib­
sheets, two foresail sheets, two mainsail
sheets and two backstays, but on a long
voyage where his course would be, the
greater part of the time, on the same tack,
this would not give him too much work.

The account of the v'oyage stated that
some bad weather had been encountered
during which all sail had been furled and
the vessel allowed to drift. This could
mean that with her cut-away bow she
would not heave-to and ride bow-to-wind.

What is it that compels some young
men and s,ome not so young to leave the


