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Cordova Bay Day 
June 27

The 12th annual Cordova Bay 
Day community celebration 
will take place from:

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, June 27 

St. David by the Sea Church 
5182 Cordova Bay Road

This year’s event will 
feature a marketplace of 
local vendors and non-profit 
organizations, children’s 
entertainment, Saanich fire 
truck and home fire safety 
display, Saanich police 
mascot ACE and Block Watch 
display, live music and a 
raffle. At Cordova Bay Plaza, 
a collector car show, more 
kid’s activities and a rib fest 
with even more at Mattick’s 
Farm. Lots of fun for all 
ages! Please attend and 
show your community spirit!

Changes in Our Community

By Ruth Klapauszak, Cordova Bay Resident

Spring is all about change and there is plenty happening throughout 
Cordova Bay this spring. 

Changes in the school

Back in March, local media announced the sounds of hammers and saws 
will be audible in Cordova Bay School as part of a province wide effort to 
seismically upgrade schools. Instead of bringing in portable classrooms 
and relocating the students and staff while the back wing was upgraded, 
the argument was made, and accepted, that a new build would be as 
cost effective. 

Since spring break, there has been continuous work both outside and 
inside the school. Excavation has begun in the corner that faces Rambler 
Road, and in early June, there will be foundations poured and the 
structure of the addition will be more evident.  Principal Kelly Urarii 
reports that the project will have two phases.  The first phase includes 
building a new wing for four classrooms, a meeting room and new 
bathrooms, scheduled for completion in February 2016. Students will 
move into the new section and Phase 2 will begin on the back wing of the 
school making room for a new Learning Commons (Library), computer 
lab, classroom and multi-purpose room.  The entire project is scheduled 
for completed by 2017.  The daily work is a fascination for many students 
as they see the deconstruction and construction efforts close up. 

Changes on the ridge - A plan emerges

David Roppel, Director of Planning & Development at Aragon Properties 
Ltd., held a second public consultation for the Cordova Bay Road and 
Fowler lands on the afternoon of May 30 at The Beach House. A thorough 
description was given through story boards, models and a presentation 
by Mr. Roppel. 

A total of 440 units are proposed, made up of single family detached 
homes and row houses in the lowest area of the property, low rise condos 
(2 to 5 story) and medium rise condos (6 to 8 stories) around the 
perimeter and one high rise (10 to 12 stories) which would sit 
approximately where the main entrance to the TRIO property is now. 
This would add another 10% to the total number of existing homes within 
Cordova Bay, according to stats Canada 

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011 and select geo # 
9350132.03 and 9350132.04 

Many of the comments from the initial consultation were taken into 
consideration in this plan. For example the midrise condos would not be 
higher than the ridge of the property in order to maintain views for 
existing homes along Cordova Bay Road. Numerous walking paths 
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extending from the perimeter would crisscross the 
property and promontories with adult exercise 
equipment and children’s play areas would be 
included. Commercial development would be added 
to the corner of Fowler and Cordova Bay Road. 

Some in attendance voiced concerns about the 
inclusion of rental units as part of the plan, 
suggesting that Cordova Bay is a community of home-
owners. Stats Canada backs up this impression, 
reporting that less than 1% of the homes in Cordova 
Bay are occupied with people other than the owners. 
Questions were raised about traffic flow and it was 
suggested that BC Highways may create a circle at 
Cordova Bay Road and Fowler as they have been 
found to move traffic more efficiently than a traffic 
signal. 

Cordova Bay Community Association is always active 
in developments and the board of directors are 
inviting any interested people to volunteer to sit on a 
sub-committee to advise on this project. Contact any 
of the board members. http://www.cbasn.com/
boardofdirectors.php

Changes in the trees - Health care options expand

Hidden among the trees at Mattick’s Farm alongside 
the mini-golf, is a state-of-the-art building offering 
health therapies to benefit all ages in our community. 
The centre, staffed with physiotherapists, 
chiropractors, acupuncturist, massage therapists, 
kinesiologist and a psychologist, is opening this 
month. Open houses on June 13, 20 and 27 from 10 – 
4 p.m. offer a chance to meet the staff and preview 
their services. Check them out at 
www.talltreehealth.ca  

Changes at Elk Lake Baptist Church

After 20 years as Senior Pastor at Elk Lake Baptist, 
one of four churches in Cordova Bay, Dr. Les Biggs has 
resigned to focus more on teaching and mentoring, 
working part time with Carey Theological College in 
Vancouver.  His resignation in March came as a 
surprise to the congregation of approximately 70 
adults and children who will miss his leadership and 
weekly teaching. A search for a new pastor has been 
launched and in the meantime, services will continue 
as usual with interim ministers. Elk Lake Baptist has 
been a part of the Cordova Bay community since a 
children’s program was started in 1947. Cordova Bay 
residents are encouraged to visit any time to 
rediscover the role a church can have in 
strengthening family and community life. Starting 
June 7th, the worship service for adults and children 
will have a new start time of 10:30 a.m.   

The Cordovan receives submissions from residents and 
members. The content is not officially endorsed by the 
CBA board prior to publication.

President's Corner
By Anthony Minniti, CBA President

Change is coming to Cordova Bay
As residents are aware, change is 
coming to Cordova Bay. The Trio 
lands, known as 755 Cordova Bay Rd, 
is being redeveloped. The present 
proposal of 440 dwellings by Aragon 
Properties is a significant change to 

our community. The extent of growth 
and development proposed necessitates our organizing 
together as a community to express our wishes, define 
our neighbourhood, and achieve our common goals.

“Cities have the capability of providing something for 
everybody, only because, and only when, they are 
created by everybody.” 
― Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American 
Cities

Jane Jacobs is a renowned author of urban 
development issues. This quote in my opinion 
expresses the potential we have to influence the 
outcome of a proposed development and therefore our 
community.

To this end, I’d like to thank all the people who 
generously devoted their time and effort last year to 
better our community. And I wish to heartily welcome 
all the new members on our Board of Directors who 
will be contributing their efforts this year. 

I’d also like to encourage all Cordova Bay residents to 
get involved in our community. Think about joining the 
Trio lands Subcommittee or CBA Board of Directors, 
participate in our various committees, encourage 
others to become CBA members, get involved in 
neighborhood watch, write an article for our 
newsletter, or volunteer/participate in our 
community’s important upcoming Cordova Bay Day, 
Saturday, June 27.

Change is coming to Cordova Bay, and we are 
organized for this change. Your participation is 
welcome. Come join the Cordova Bay Association!

Cordova Bay Association for 
Community Affairs

P.O. Box 41003
5166 Cordova Bay Road

Victoria V8Y 0A3

• President: cba.president@cbasn.com

• Membership: cbamail@shaw.ca

• Advertisements: cba-advertising@cbasn.com

• Website: www.cbasn.com/index.php
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CBA membership
By Randy Otto, Membership Chair

Thank you to the members who 
have renewed their 
membership and welcome to 
those who have recently signed 
up for the first time. At time of 
writing our membership is at 
552 which is down from our all-
time high of 680 at the end of 
2014. We still have 197 

members who have not renewed from 2013 and 
2014. Notices have been sent out and will be 
sent again this summer. If you have changed 
your email address recently please let us know 
so we can up date our mailing list.

If you are not certain when your membership is 
due send me a note at cbamail@shaw.ca. 
Remember, our healthy community participation 
gives us influence with Saanich. 

Crosswalk Safety
By Chris Harbord, Cordova Bay Residents

Several Walema 
Avenue residents 
have started a 
petition to 
encourage the 
District of 
Saanich to take 
seriously their 
request for 
improved 
pedestrian safety measures on Cordova Bay Road. The 
petition at change.org currently has 110 signatures 
and the group has more people signed on to paper 
copies available at the Mason Jar and being 
circulated in the community.

Recently Walema resident and petition creator Kelly 
Insley saw cars continue to drive through the 
crosswalk while a mother with a stroller and a 
toddler were walking across the road. Many young 
families have moved into the area and many use the 
crosswalk regularly to access Cordova Bay School. 
Walema Avenue tends to draw pedestrian traffic to 
the beach access while Agate Lane and Parker Avenue 
offer parking for motorists. “We’re concerned 
because this area already has a lot of foot traffic and 
we expect it will be getting even busier with more 
people moving into the area when the former Trio 
property is redevelopment,” said Insley.

The current crosswalk, which has been in place for 
about 10 years, has no lights and there is no curb, 
leaving pedestrians feeling exposed to traffic when 
crossing. Pedestrians are also hard for motorists to 

see, particularly on the east side with the large tree 
near the crosswalk.

Residents have also 
seen cars 
noticeably 
accelerate both 
going towards and 
coming out of the 
school zone at 
Cordova Bay 
Elementary. Saanich 

Police posted the speed tracking sign at the location 
for a week in May but the measure was only 
temporary.

Insley isn’t sure what the best options are to improve 
safety at the corner, but would appreciate the 
opportunity to discuss the residents’ concerns with 
district engineers. “We would like to know what the 
possible solutions are – be it four way stop, raised 
crosswalk, moving the crosswalk to the other side of 
the street, extending the 30 km school zone to include 
the crosswalk. The municipality needs to hear from 
more citizens, more loudly,” said Insley. So far, her 
calls to the District of Saanich have not been returned.

The Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs has 
discussed the situation with residents and has 
committed to bringing their concerns forward with 
district engineers. Local residents and motorists can 
help by being particularly alert when driving in the 
area and using the crosswalk. 

Anyone wanting to lend their support can contact the 
District of Saanich directly, or sign the petition at 
change.org or at the Mason Jar at Cordova Bay Plaza.

Under the Sea
As a Cordova Bay 
resident, do you ever  
get tired of the view 
over the bay? No, of 
course not, but do 
you wonder just what 
those sleek silver 
boats are catching as 
they maneuver from 
buoy to buoy? Crab 

and prawn fill Cordova Bay, enough so that several 
commercial operations gather them all year round.  
Canada is unique in that prawn and crab seasons stay 
open 12 months a year 
whereas most countries close 
areas for portions of the year. 
Consequently, 97 per cent of 
the product caught in our bay 
is flown to China on charter 
transport flights leaving twice 
a week from Vancouver.
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Fresh Food Baskets in Cordova Bay
By Ruth Klapauszak, Cordova Bay Resident

Each Wednesday, residents of Cordova Bay and 
surrounding areas gather at Haliburton Farms just off 
Pat Bay Highway to pick up a basket of fresh produce 
straight from the garden as part of the ‘Hali Food 
Basket’, one of the aspects of the farm.  Haliburton 
Farms started in 2007 to provide certified organic 
produce through a program based on the Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA) model, which lets people 
connect directly to clean, nutritious food, and to the 
farmers who grow it. 

Eomarie Roberts explains “Our mission, given our 
unique land arrangement with the District of Saanich, 
is to practice and promote sustainable farming 
practices involving the community. We  demonstrate 
the viability of small-scale farming while restoring 
and enhancing biodiversity within farming systems 
and educating about agro-ecology.” She reminds 
readers that the farms would not be in existence if it 
weren’t for the Cordovan Bay Association for 
Community Affairs who successfully proposed using 
the parcel of land as farmland rather than the 
residential development planned for the area.  

Individuals interested in the food box can sign up to 
buy a basket of freshly-harvested fruit and 
vegetables each week through the growing season, 
spring, summer, fall and even the winter. The 
subscription fee helps to pay the costs of running the 
farm, guaranteeing small farmers a secure market for  
their produce and minimizing the financial risks 
involved in farming. By having upfront payments from 
members, farm income can be spent on crops, 
infrastructure and seeds as needed – providing a 
predictable market for a variety of crops. Most items 
in the weekly basket have been picked on the day or 
the day before distribution, at the peak of ripeness 
and nutritional value.  

Neighbours are encouraged to visit the farm on 
Wednesdays and Thursday to buy fresh vegetables. 
Contact the farm if you’d like to be part of this fresh 
basket program. The summer program still has some 
space. haliburtonfarm.org/wp/food-boxes or 
250-658-0758.

Working from Home in Cordova Bay
By Ruth Klapauszak, Cordova Bay Resident

Driving through Cordova Bay you may not realize 
there are many services right in your neighbourhood. 
Our community is filled with talented and creative 
people who work from home to provide services that 
contribute to the vibrancy of Cordova Bay.  

Caroline King Nails & Esthetics (http://
www.carolinekingnails.com/) is one such business. 

Caroline is discovering more men are making 
appointments for nail services these days. It’s no 
longer only about pretty nails for the wives - husbands 
are finding the ‘soak and clip’ or ‘pedicures for men’ a 
quick and comfortable way to maintain foot health as 
they age. She finds people are more comfortable 
coming to a home-based salon rather than one in a 
mall. Caroline has been in Cordova Bay for five years 
and offers a full line of esthetic services. 

Marlene Carriss of Carriss Window Fashions (http://
carrisswindowfashions.com/) has been putting her 
artistic and creative sewing skills to good use for over 
20 years, fashioning window coverings of all types 
from her home studio in Cordova Bay. She is a big 
supporter of the community and finds that, although 
she has a busy website, a lot of her business continues 
to be referral and repeat business within our 
community. 

From her home in Cordova Bay, Estelle Paget has 
developed KidCare Canada, a not-for-profit online 
resource for parents and grandparents. Videos on many 
key topics related to parenting can be downloaded 
free of charge from this trustworthy resource. 
www.kidcarecanada.org. View the Shaw cable report 
on this resource at www.kidcarecanada.org/media/
chek-news-vital-people. 

Margaret Acker (http://margaretacker.ca/) provides 
counseling support from her home on Cordova Bay 
Road. Since 1991 she has met with families, couples, 
teens and singles to help with all areas of concern 
from anxiety to relationships. 

As you can see, Cordova Bay certainly is a great place 
to work and to live. Let’s support our local businesses. 
Other businesses in Cordova Bay include Busy Bee 
Lawn Works, Clean Air Yard Care, Ken Panzer 
Creative Home Design, all who advertise on the 
Cordova Bay Website (http://www.cbasn.com/). 

Opening on Newsletter Committee

Would you be interested in helping to collect 
articles for the newsletter and send them off to 
those who do the layout and editing? It involves a 
few hours, three times over the year. Help will 
be needed starting in September for the fall 
issue. Contact Pablo Miranda, publicity member 
pmiranda@timescolonist.com or Ruth Klapauszak 
klapausazak@gmail.com. for more information 
and to volunteer.

Did You Know?
Cordova Bay’s Rosie Beale (Claremont secondary/UVic 
Vikes) has made the Canadian Women’s Field Hockey 
Team. Good luck to her and the team as they work for 
a spot in the Olympics in 2016. 
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers 
Click on each logo for information. Click here for more information. Or contact Penny Joppe by phone: 
250-658-8566 or email: pen.ton@shaw.ca. 

Accommodation
Travel

Automotive

Accounting
&

Legal

Art and Leisure

Dining

Gardening
Services

Fitness, Hair, 
and Beauty

Home
Improvements
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