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Upcoming Events
“Messy Church”
Saturday, Nov 7, 4:00 – 6:00 pm
St. David by-the-Sea Anglican
Church
(and first Saturday of every month
Dec 5, Feb 6, Mar 5, May 7)
Fun, laughter and food for
everyone including children, youth,
parents and grandparents

“Messy Church”
Friday, November 27, 5:30 pm
Cordova Bay United Church
An interactive family Christmas
event that includes games, crafts,
a meal and more. No church
experience required.

Rezoning Submitted for Major Cordova Bay
Housing
By Roger Stonebanks
Aragon (Cordova Bay) Properties Ltd. has submitted (Sept. 30, 2015) its
rezoning application to Saanich for development of the 26-acre (10.6
hectares) former Trio property at Cordova Bay Road/Alderley Road/
Fowler Road. As previously reported,
the plan is for 385 dwelling units in a
mix of attached and detached
houses, condos ranging from three to
six storeys and a small commercial
space. The site plan is available
http://saanichvoiceonline.ca/wpcontent/uploads/
2015/10/5371alderleysep2915.pdf
and is also posted on the District of
Saanich website http://
www.saanich.ca/business/
development/cordova.html
SVO’s most recent article on the Cordova Bay development can be found
http://saanichvoiceonline.ca/2015/08/01/trio3/

John Reischman & the
Jaybirds

Welcome to the New CBA Website

Saturday, December 5, 8:00 pm
Cordova Bay United Church

By Gloria Wills and Reuben Butterfield

Tickets - $25 in advance, $30 at
the door.

“The Winter Rose”
Sunday, Dec 13 10:00 am
Cordova Bay United Church
A Christmas cantata incorporating
both traditional carols and
anthems that visit the timeless
Christmas story with fresh insight.

Christmas Eve Services
Thursday, December 24, 4: 00 pm
and 8:00 pm
Cordova Bay United Church

In June we went live with our new and improved CBA website. In 2014
the board approached MicroBrand Agency to move from the older
technology website that was not scalable for the association needs to
one that would work well on all devices, from phones to tablets to
desktop computers. MicroBrand Agency agreed to sponsor the project, in
part, as part of their community initiatives.
The project included new technology that would address performance,
maintainability, identity, and a new logo for the association. After
working through several possible designs, one was chosen that included
an updated business directory for local businesses to showcase their
presence in the community, an events section, a news section, and the
archiving of several decades of the Cordovan newsletter.
Many thanks to Penny Joppe and Megan Goodacre of CalmSea Media Inc.
for all their hard work and diligence in keeping our previous website
current.
The new website is designed for easy navigation and contains a
significant amount of content. New items are posted regularly, usually
twice a week or whenever needed. Check it out at http://
www.cbasn.com/
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President's Corner
By Anthony Minniti, CBA President
CBA members, below is a letter sent
to the Municipality of Saanich
concerning the Environmental
Development Permit Area (EDPA).
Many residents are familiar with the
EDPA. If not, I recommend you visit:
www.saanich.ca/epda and become
familiar with this type of
development permit. The CBA board is asking all
residents to forward a similar letter or a derivation of
the attached letter to the Saanich Mayor, Councillors
and EDPA Manager. Please communicate to Saanich
your displeasure about a bylaw with noble ideas but
poor process and implementation.
District of Saanich
770 Vernon Ave.
Victoria BC V8X 2W7
Re: Environmental Development Permit Area (EDPA)
To Mayor and Council,
The Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs (CBA) was
formed in 1976 to govern land use matters within our
community. The role of the association is as follows:
1. To examine all proposals for development and zoning
changes to insure they meet the requirements of the
Cordova Bay Local Area Plan.
2. To attend council and other relevant meetings on issues of
concern to Cordova Bay.
3. Provide information and assistance to community residents
with issues pertaining to Cordova Bay.
The CBA represents approximately 800 member families in
Cordova Bay.
The CBA has been following the EDPA bylaw implementation
over the last2.5 years including community feedback, open
houses and most recently, council dialogue regarding the
bylaw. Based on our mandate above and our exposure to the
EDPA, we offer you the following comments:
• The CBA does NOT have any vigorous objections to the
objectives of EDPA which are to:
• protect the areas of highest biodiversity within
Saanich;
• require mitigation during development; and
• require restoration to damaged or degraded
ecosystems during development.
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• Landholder Information – many landholders with EDPA
designations feel ill-informed. Saanich did not share
enough information with landholders and did not
undertake adequate community consultation in order
to garner the social license for the bylaw, contrast this
bylaw with the community plans.
• Unlike other bylaws, "Existing non-conforming status"
does not exist. We feel this status should apply to
lands clearly lacking natural biodiversity but requiring
protection.
• Lack of proactive work on the bylaw. Most of the work
happening over the last 2.5 years by Saanich staff is
reactive. This is evidence of poor management,
implementation and process.
• Application Review – the CBA has received notices
from Saanich to provide feedback on two development
applications related to the EDPA within last 2.5
months, however, the CBA was not consulted on
Saanich's intentions to do this. The CBA is a volunteer
organization and should have been provided with
advance notice and further information about this
process in order to ensure we could provide thorough
and knowledge-based input.
Also, unlike the community plans, the EDPA is lacking in
the rigor of community consultation, application and
enforcement. It's difficult for community associations to
comment without good evidence. We feel dropped into the
frying pan and, this is not a good partnership.
• Clarity of enforcement – what say does the CBA have?
How much power do we have? What say does the
Manager of Environmental Services have? How is the
opinion of one scientist/biologist less or more
important than that of a staff scientist/biologist? Why
is there not a community committee that is overseeing
applications, like minor variances?
• How is landowner hardship considered? Stewardship
must be balanced with taxpayer satisfaction. The CBA
is asked to navigate this balance on a monthly basis as
we review development applications. We do this
knowing we have a community plan which is well
vetted, developed with considerable community
involvement, good process and good science behind it
(urban planning principles). The EDPA bylaw, in our
opinion, lacks evidence-based principles expected by
citizens.
We feel these seven points are significant enough to
warrant a moratorium on the bylaw until such time as good
bylaw can be redeveloped with accurate maps, evidencebased science, good community consultation, good
information to property owners, training to community
associations to review applications, better enforcement,
and an appeal process to deal with hardships.

However, we feel that these objectives are too general and
require further amendments with community consultation.

The CBA is asking for immediate action on this matter.
Please stop, revaluate and modernize the EDPA.

Our board and residents have serious concerns and objections
to the implementation of the bylaw:

We need your leadership to respond to community
volunteers. We have no vested interest, other than a good
bylaw, because we are on the frontlines dealing with a
noble idea but poor process.

• Maps – the area maps of the EDPA are not evidence-based
and not indicative of actual conditions on the land base,
and therefore not useful for decision-making;

I welcome the opportunity to discuss a mutually-beneficial
plan to improve this important bylaw.
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2015 Traffic Report
By Graham Shorthill, Traffic Chair
As reported earlier this year,
Saanich has no plans to do any
improvements in Cordova Bay
based on funds from their
general maintenance budget in
the immediate future. So we
must use future developments to
fund the improvements we want
and the first opportunity comes with the proposal
by Aragon to develop the old Trio Site at the corner
of Cordova Bay Road and Fowler. The
improvements we hope to see are:
• A light at the junction with a crosswalk
• Proper continuous bike lanes on both sides of
Fowler
• A safe sidewalk along Fowler
• An entrance to Fowler Park
The light will be necessary because there will be
far more traffic passing through the junction when
the proposed 385 units become fully operational.
Not only will a light control the flow of traffic but
it will also make a small contribution to reducing
the speed of the cars along Fowler.
The entrance to the development will be on the
steep rise away from the junction towards Alderley
and the highway. It is a reasonable assumption that
the new residents will want to pursue a full active
lifestyle and these days that means hiking and
cycling. So, it is vital that they have safe access to
the various trail systems that run though our
community. At the moment, Fowler has half
finished bike lanes and sidewalks and these need
to be completed. The bike lanes are
straightforward; all that is required is to extend
the black top less than two metres on either side
of the road. Fortunately there is enough scrub
land /boulevard to allow this and black top is
relatively cheap.
The sidewalk is a little more difficult; ideally, a
continuous curb and gutter on the east side of
Fowler with a crosswalk at the light would allow
residents from the new development and Sayward
Hill safe access to the sunny eastern side of the
street, Fowler Park and the Lochside trail.
However, there is a question about how much land
is available to house both the bike lane and the
side walk and it maybe necessary to move the
crossing point away from the junction. Again, we
are fortunate in that there is plenty of room on the
western side of Fowler all the way to the bus stop
near the junction with Hunt Road.
At the moment, it is the usual unsightly 1960’s mix
of crumbling black top, loose gravel, weeds and
grass. Creating the bike lane here should be the
catalyst to clean up the mess and complete an
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attractive low maintenance streetscape along
the whole length of Fowler Road and into
Cordova Bay.
The last item concerns the need to define the
entrance to Fowler Park and at the same time
introduce some traffic calming along the road.
Placing constrictions on the sides of the road so
the traffic lanes appear narrower to the drivers
makes them slow down without the use of
speed bumps etc. It also gives the drivers who
want to stop at Fowler Park a better idea of
when to slow down and where to turn.
When will this happen? If the developer is
allowed his way these items are usually
installed towards the end of the project but we
have waited a long time for these changes and
we will press for their installation as part of
“Phase One” of the construction. So we live in
hopes getting what we need and then we can
move on to the development at Doumac and the
Plaza.

CBA membership
By Randy Otto, Membership Chair
We are fortunate to have an
active community and so many
supporters of the Cordova Bay
Association. In mid October,
we had 635 members – only 45
shy of our highest number of
680 at the end of 2014.
However, 160 members have
not renewed in 2015. Renewal
notices have gone out and will again be sent out
in mid November. If you are not certain of your
membership status, please contact us at
cbamail@shaw.ca. We can forward an
application renewal or you can renew on line
from our new and revised website cbasn.com.
Our goal is 1,000 members which is only 20% of
the estimated adult population in Cordova Bay.
A large membership will give us a greater
influence with Saanich and more power within
our community. Your continued support is
appreciated and please spread the word to your
neighbours.
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Affordable Housing Proposed for
Plaza Redevelopment

The Cordovan
Tall Tree Integrated Health Centre
By Bradley Jawl BSc MPT DPT

By Roger Stonebanks, Cordova Bay Resident
When the time comes for new plans for redevelopment
of Cordova Bay Plaza - a local community activist group
hopes that affordable housing is part of the plaza's
future.
Spokeswoman Hanny Pannekoek said her group, working
under the Saanich South NDP Executive and in support
of MLA Lana Popham, has chosen to focus on affordable
housing and building community as its current topic.
"We decided to connect the promotion of affordable
housing with a future plan for the Cordova Bay Plaza,"
she said.
"We envision a plaza which includes affordable housing,
a plaza with a mixture of shops, homes and green
space, making the plaza a place where people can live,
shop and gather in community."
Pannekoek said the group wishes to work with others in
a non-partisan way.
Plans for a mixed commercial-residential
redevelopment of the plaza, which was built in 1960,
were approved by Saanich council in 1999. They
included a supermarket three times the size of the
present one plus shops with 16 apartments above them
and a specific bank building. But underground gasoline
pollution spreading from an off-site closed service
station resulted in Saanich not issuing the Development
Permit. Remediation was undertaken and a Certificate
of Compliance issued in 2012 by the Environment
Ministry. Redevelopment, however, did not occur. Most
leases including Tru-Value Foods run to 2017.
Plaza spokeswoman Brenda Ferguson of Sutton Realty
told The Cordovan a review of the future of the
property including whether to sell or redevelop will
happen by the spring of 2016. "Nothing is planned at
this time," she said. If the decision is to sell, the buyer
would need at least a year's lead time or longer.
She said it has proven difficult to lease vacant space
(there are two vacancies) with only the offer of a shortterm lease. Five-year leases now would take the plaza
to 2020. Recently, the plaza faced the expense of a new
roof that "had to be replaced."
Pannekoek, a former secretary of the Cordova Bay
Association for Community Affairs, said the CBA has
offered to work with her group in holding an 'open
house' to discuss the idea of affordable housing with the
wider community and solicit further ideas and input.
Anyone interested in this matter and/or would like to
work with the group is invited to contact Hanny at
250-385-2299, email hannyhugo@shaw.ca
(For more information about the plaza, go to the CBA
website - www.cbasn.com - under Planning or use the
search function and type in Cordova Bay Plaza).

Cordova Bay has so much to offer: the beaches,
trails, tennis courts, parks, golf courses, cycling
routes, markets, and lakes are all in our backyard!
The only issue is getting that bit of momentum
needed to get off the couch and out the front door.
These days, it’s made slightly difficult when a gust of
cold greets you instead of summer’s sunshine. But
once we do get out there, smiling, laughter, and a
bit of fun are often in store.
The momentum piece is where Tall Tree Integrated
Health Centre comes in.
First, some information: being active does more for
your good health than any other resolution or wellbeing practice. Countless studies show that regular
physical activity significantly improves blood
pressure, arthritis, obesity, diabetes, cardiovascular
problems, mood, cognition, depression, anxiety, and
the risk of developing dementia. Many studies
unequivocally show that 30 minutes of daily physical
activity vastly improves your quality of life.
Second, some opportunities: indoor activities are
increasingly appealing with the change in season.
The trick is maintaining the fun part, the active
part, and the social part.
Consider classes at Saanich Commonwealth Place, or
at Victoria Pilates, or here at Tall Tree Integrated
Health Centre. A quick Google search can offer class
schedules and contact info to get you started.
At Tall Tree we have classes for yoga, Chi Gong,
meditation, exercise, and aquatic fitness, so there’s
lots to choose from. And if aches and pain are
proving to be a barrier, we have physiotherapy,
chiropractic, massage, acupuncture and more to
help you with your body.
If you would like any more information, advice, or
help, feel free to contact us. Read our blog or sign
up for our newsletter at www.talltreehealth.ca. Feel
free to drop by the health centre and we’d be happy
to show you around and introduce you to our
services, classes, and programs. We’re at Mattick’s
Farm, so come say hi!
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No Shelter from the Storm
By Julianne McCaffrey
If forecasts prove
true, then we are
in for a warm and
dry winter season
which will prove
ideal for outdoor
recreationalists
(except skiers),
but not so great
for potential
safety impacts in
Cordova Bay.
The beauty of our community includes a naked
waterfront, the rise to the ridge that offers panoramic
views and trees that stand like giants. But each of these
also cause risk during the stormy season, from
unencumbered winds that down power lines for days, to
downhill flooding that can fill basements above the
electrical sockets, and giants that fall to their knees
when the hangover of a drought-fueled summer means
that dry soils aren’t locking tree root systems into the
ground.
At the end of August a windstorm ripped across the BC
landscape knocking power out to 500,000 families;
people who could not charge their phones, cook from
kitchen appliances, open underground parking gates in
condo units, turn on electrical heating elements or
withdraw money from ATMS for a few days. Whether it’s
a snow storm whose weight can’t be borne by a rooftop,
or live wires sparking in the roadway, the one element
you can control is your ability to cope.
Emergency preparedness begins at home with an
emergency kit and plan that should help sustain your
family for a minimum of seven days. It doesn’t have to
be a daunting task or one that requires a second
mortgage to afford, but what truly can’t be afforded is
complacency when it comes to your family’s life safety.
The first step is recognizing what risks you have around
you, because they differ depending on where you live in
Cordova Bay. Some of them are insurable and others
aren’t, so you need to confirm what your policies cover.
You should also check your drains and gutters for debris
and the trees that can be trimmed and dead limbs
removed.
Preparing an emergency kit begins with simple items
like flashlights with fresh batteries and food that
doesn’t require cooking. A filled jug with a sealed top
from a water cooler works well for storage of spare
drinking water, while a camp stove provides cooking
elements – although this must always be used outdoors!
If you can’t afford a generator, consider the booster
packs sold in automotive sections that will charge a
phone or power a kettle to boil water. Keep a small
stash of money, prescriptions and photocopies of
important papers in a ziplock inside your emergency kit.
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An emergency plan is as simple as knowing your
evacuation routes, where you might stay if told to
leave your home, and pre-deciding how you’ll
reunite with family if separated. For children, this
can be part of a game or quiz that helps them
remember what to do and where to go in an
emergency. Also have important numbers posted or
stored where people can find them when feeling
panicked, for instance 9-1-1, Fortis Gas, BC Hydro,
and others.
Emergency preparedness is a personal responsibility,
far less of a burden to bear before an emergency
than the consequences of having failed to prepare in
advance of one. Resources are available to help keep
you and your family safe, including free
presentations by the Saanich Emergency Program at
local recreation centres and at neighbourhood,
strata, block watch meetings and other functions.
Learn more at: www.saanich.ca/sep/emergencies/
severeWinterStorms.html

New Sign at McMinn Park
By Chris Harbord, Cordova Bay Resident
The Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs
(CBA) has partnered with the District of Saanich to
fund and develop a large sign for the area to be
installed on the Lochside Trail at McMinn Park.
About a year ago, the board began work to add a
sign on the well used trail to ensure new visitors to
the area were able to navigate their way through
Cordova Bay and learn about the community .
“The sign will show Cordova Bay’s trails, walkways
and parks on one side and display the history of the
area on the other side, similar in design to the sign
that was recently installed at McMorran Park,” said
CBA Vice President Larry Gontovnick. “It will also
include archive information and photos, First Nations
history, and outline Cordova Bay’s physical features
and growth patterns.”
The CBA matched $3,000 received through a District
of Saanich Neighbhourhood Matched Project Grant.
The district is hoping to install the sign by the end of
2015, depending on weather.
The CBA raises funds through its annual Cordova Bay
Day and membership sales. Past CBA grant
beneficiaries have included Claremont School,
Cordova Bay 55 Plus Association, Haliburton
Community Organic Farm Society, Cordova Bay Pre
School and Cordova Bay Soccer Club. As well, jointly
with Saanich, the CBA has provided redwood benches
at the bus stops on Cordova Bay Road at Maxine
Lane, Sunnygrove Terrace and Galey Way and in
McMinn Park/Lochside Regional Trail, Lochside Park
and McMorran Park.
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Cordova Bay Day 2015
By the Cordova Bay Day 2015 Committee (Larry
Gontovnick, Tom Richey, David Cronkhite and Randy
Otto)
The 12th
annual
Cordova
Bay Day,
held on
Saturday,
June 27th,
was a
wonderful
community

Reader Feedback
Have your say:
• What do you enjoy about the Cordovan
newsletter?
• Which features do you find most
interesting or informative?
• Do you have suggestions for future
articles?
• Are you interested in writing an article?
New contributors always welcome!

celebration
with everyone having a great time on a sunny and warm
summer day. This year’s event was held at St. David by
the Sea Anglican Church, with activities also happening
at the Cordova Bay Plaza and Mattick’s Farm.
At St. David by the Sea Anglican Church, there was a
marketplace of local vendors and businesses,
information booths from Saanich Fire, Police and Parks
and several other organizations, live music by the band
And Then There Was, food vendors, vintage and current
fire trucks, free popcorn and entertainment for the
children.
Many businesses, organizations and individuals donated
generously towards this special day and about $1,100
was raised from donations, sponsorships, food vendor
commissions and vendor table fees. The money raised
from Cordova Bay Day will be used for community
projects such as benches and signage in parks and at
bus stops, and donations to non-profit organizations. It
was great to see such wonderful community spirit. It
was an enjoyable day for all. We look forward to seeing
everybody again at Cordova Bay Day 2016.
Many thanks
to the
following
people and
businesses for
their generous
donations,
sponsorships
and support:
The Century
Group, Capital
Cat Clinic,
FortisBC, Lana
Popham, Investors Group, Scotia Bank, St. David
Church, Aragon Properties, Times Colonist, Pure Day
Spa, Mr Tube Steak, Playtime Inflatables, Ed Boomars
and the CBA Board of Directors.

• Please contact the Cordovan
coordinator, Debbie at
d.sherwood29@gmail.com

Cordova Bay Association for
Community Affairs
P.O. Box 41003
5166 Cordova Bay Road
Victoria V8Y 0A3
• President: cba.president@cbasn.com
• Membership: cbamail@shaw.ca
• Advertisements: cbaadvertising@cbasn.com
• Website: www.cbasn.com/index.php
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers
Click on each logo for information. Click here for more information. Or contact Penny Joppe by phone:
250-658-8566 or email: pen.ton@shaw.ca.

Accommodation
Art
Automotive &
Travel
Accounting,
Business,
&
Legal

XXXX
Dining

Gardening
Services

XXXX
Fitness, Hair,
and Beauty

Home
Improvements
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Health, Family,
and Leisure

Local
Representatives
and News
Pets

Realty and
Mortgage
Services

Shopping
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