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The following three people are 
currently nominated and have 
agreed to let their name stand for 
re-election:

• Anthony Minniti
• Barb Lucas
• Larry Gontovnick

The following three people are 
currently nominated and have 
agreed to let their name stand for 
election:

• Mary Lynn Reimer
• Colleen Flynn
• Gloria Wills

Colleen Flynn was appointed to the 
Board in February 2015 to replace 
Sylvia Burkhart who left the Board 
in January 2015; Gloria Wills was 
appointed to the Board in August 
2015 to replace Pablo Miranda; and 
Mary Lynn Reimer was appointed to 
the Board in January 2016 to 
replace Tom Richey. These three 
positions are all up for election at 
the 2016 AGM.

Cordova Bay Association AGM
CBA for Community Affairs bylaw 4.3 states that five directors shall be 
elected or re-elected at one annual general meeting and the other six 
shall be elected or re-elected at the following annual general meeting.

The AGM will take place Wednesday, April 20, starting at 7 p.m. at the 
55+ Centre, 5238 Cordova Bay Rd, adjacent to the Cordova Bay 
Elementary School. The MLA for Saanich South, Lana Popham, will be the 
guest speaker.

This year at the Annual General Meeting we will elect or re-elect 6 
directors, each for a two-year term.  The Nominations Committee 
consists of three members: David Cronkhite as chair and two members 
Randy Otto and Graham Shorthill.  

Any nominees wishing to run for election must firstly be a member in 
good standing of the Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs. 
Nominations may also be made from the floor of the Annual General 
Meeting by any two members in good standing provided that nominees 
are members of the society and state their willingness to stand for 
election.

Please contact any member of the Nominations Committee if you are 
interested in being nominated to the Board, or to present nominees for 
the Board of Directors of the Cordova Bay Association for Community 
Affairs.

• David Cronkhite –  cronkhite@shaw.ca
• Randy Otto –  rfotto@shaw.ca
• Graham Shorthill –  shorthill@shaw.ca

All residents are encouraged to attend the AGM. Non-members may 
purchase memberships on arrival and will be permitted to vote at the 
meeting.

Planning Update
By David Cronkhite and Mary Lynn Reimer, CBA Planning Co-Chairs

There are a number of development proposals before Saanich Planning 
and the CBA that warrant the community's review and attention.

1. Proposed Aragon Development multi-family project (former Trio 
site)

The District of Saanich has an application from Aragon Developments for 
rezoning from approximately 120 residential units and a mini storage 
commercial facility to a new comprehensive development zone to permit 
construction of a mixed-use development. The new proposal would 
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President's Corner
By Anthony Minniti, CBA President

The first President’s article I wrote 
for the Cordovan included a passage 
from “Spindrift- Vol. 1, No. 1, 
December 1947,” the precursor of 
the Cordovan. For my last article as 
President, I would like to do the 
same thing.  

A significant role of the CBA board of directors is to 
listen to the community and understand what the 
community wants within the context of the 
community plan, taking into consideration the past 
and the future.  I therefore often find myself reading 
the archived newsletters for history, for context, and 
especially for the wisdom of the past.

My departing inspiration came from the following 
excerpt from Spindrift- Vol. 1, No. 1:

“An individual may have the greatest mentality, 
the most outstanding ideas and yet live and die, 
without making the slightest impression. That 
same man or woman, given a voice within an 
organization, would be of incalculable service to 
the community and a small handful of people, 
united in thought, with a common aim, is more 
powerful than a multitude without direction.”

During my time participating on the board of 
directors and within the community as a whole, I 
have seen firsthand the powerful achievements and 
accomplishments of residents working together 
within Cordova Bay.  Some examples that come to 
mind include the CBA 55+ facility and programs, the 
Cordova Bay Road committee’s successful lobbying 
for sidewalks, the CBA day committee’s realized 
vision for a CBA day at multiple locations and 
maximum community engagement, and most recently 
the Trio Lands committee’s preparation of thoughtful 
and comprehensive reports to Saanich. Of course 
there are many more examples, thanks to all the 
individuals and groups that participate with a 
common aim of community improvement rather than 
self-service.

I am very honoured to have worked with the board of 
directors and volunteers, present and retired, who 
are incredibly hardworking, dedicated and 
responsible.  The Cordova Bay Association is very 
vibrant, the membership is robust, the finances are 
secure, the website current, Cordova Bay Day is 
expanding, and the CBA Board opinion on planning 
issues is respected.  This is testament to the 
relentless work of volunteers who are “united in 
thought and with a common aim.”

In closing, I hope to honour the citation above, and 
to have made the “slightest impression” working 
with my neighbours!

Planning Update continued from page 1 

include 385 residential units including detached 
homes, attached housing and apartments, and a small 
commercial component.  The site is  11 hectares which 
is a density of almost 36 units per hectare.

Neighbourhood roads within the vicinity of this 
development will be impacted by traffic, both during 
construction and when completed.

The sewer flow capacity is under review with Aragon 
and Saanich to ensure sufficient capacity for both the 
development and the community.

Aragon is preparing a revised proposal for community 
and Saanich review and has scheduled a meeting with 
the CBA to discuss in further detail.

2. Proposed Condo Project, 986-990 Doumac Avenue

Application to rezone from RS-18 large single family to 
construct a four story, 25-unit condo project with 
underground parking near Cordova Bay Plaza.

The CBA has recommended that the developer hold 
another open house with the community to show their 
revised plans and the developer has agreed. 

3. Proposed new Community Club Building, 941 
Sutcliffe Road.

Application to rezone from RS-18 single family to 
recreation open space for expansion of the Badminton 
Club. The proposal includes a new building for 
expanded badminton facilities.

Saanich Planning has provided an opportunity for the 
CBA to give comments to the most recent proposal 
prior to April 15th 

4. Proposed 10 bare land single family lots, 4655 
Cordova Bay Road. 

Rezoning from RS-18 to RS-12, large single family to a 
recommended eight building lots.

Saanich Council has recommended rezoning to create 
eight bare land strata lots

5. There are a number of other rezoning 
applications proposed in Cordova Bay.

Additional details can be found on the Saanich 
Planning website at: http://saanich.ca/business/
development/cordova.html
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2016 Traffic Report
By Graham Shorthill, Traffic Chair

Traffic calming along Cordova 
Bay Road 

For readers of these bulletins, 
this has been an enduring 
issue, especially for the 
section from Haliburton to the 
Beach House.

All our past proposals (traffic lights, 
roundabouts speed tables etc.) have been 
dismissed, but, in a recent conversation with 
Saanich’s Director of Engineering, the idea of 
installing special signs along this section of the 
road was discussed.  The signs would have the 
posted 40 km speed limit and display the speed 
of the approaching vehicle and, when there was 
big difference between the two, lights would 
flash dramatically. This system has been used in 
Oak Bay and Sidney amongst other places with 
some success so it is worth a try.

Pat Bay Highway

It looks likely that the provincial highways 
department will pave the section from Sayward 
to Haliburton this summer; further details are 
on the CBA website. 

Bus shelter at the Plaza

Saanich has confirmed the very good and totally 
unexpected news is that the old bus shelter at 
the plaza will be replaced this year. See article 
in this newsletter for further details. 

Developments at Trio  

There are no new firm commitments but a 
revised plan is scheduled for this spring.

Crosswalks 

The problems at the crosswalk at Walema need 
addressing, however Saanich engineers  claim 
the issue is not a priority and in fact other 
crosswalks along Cordova Bay do not meet 
provincial standards. However, Walema area 
residents Kelly Insley and Karie Seiss have taken 
up the crosswalk issue with the mayor’s office 
and we hope that this brings about a better 
result.

All the other issues are alive and well and live 
on the CBA web site – www.cbasn.com/. Given 
the current municipal budget climate, they will 
be incorporated into the nearby developments 
e.g. Trio/ Aragon, Doumac etc. for funding as 
soon as possible.

CBA membership
By Randy Otto, Membership Chair

This year, the CBA made changes 
to our membership fees to 
include everyone age 18+ in the 
household for $10 per year. 

For singles this may seem like 
quite an increase, however the 
fee is still comparable with the 
cost of other community 

associations.

At the end of 2015, the CBA had 649 members. 
Although we were down 31 members from the 
previous year, we are proud to have the largest 
membership of any community association in 
Saanich. 

At the end of December, we had 270 members 
from 2013, 2014, and 2015 who had not renewed. 
All these members continued to receive our 
newsletter and notices as well as renewal 
notices. In January, members who had not 
renewed from 2013 were removed from our 
mailing list.

Please check to see if your membership is 
current. If you are not certain of your status, 
drop me a line at cbamail@shaw.ca.

Cordova Bay Association for 
Community Affairs 

P.O. Box 41003
5166 Cordova Bay Road

Victoria V8Y 0A3

• President: cba.president@cbasn.com

• Membership: cbamail@shaw.ca

• Advertisements: cba-advertising@cbasn.com

• Website: www.cbasn.com/index.php

Are You Social Media Savvy?
If you are on trend with social media, and like to 
volunteer, the CBA would appreciate your help. 

We want to increase our presence and engagement 
with the community, and promote special events like 
Cordova Bay Day. If you have a little spare time and 
are interested in applying your own creative touch to 
promote your community, please contact Randy Otto, 
Membership Chairman at rfotto@shaw.ca.
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Advocacy Group Favours Mixed 
Housing
By Roger Stonebanks

A Saanich advocacy group favours a mix of housing to 
be included in any redevelopment plan for the 
ageing Cordova Bay Plaza.

"The idea is to inform people and hopefully invite 
their interest and giving thought to the benefits of 
mixed housing as a way of creating a healthy 
community," says Hanny Pannekoek of Cordova Bay.  

The plaza would be "an ideal place" for mixed 
housing, she said, "being so close to the elementary 
school, senior centre, bus stop and park." Mixed 
housing means a mixture of housing for families, 
seniors, singles, owned and rented accommodation 
and including affordable housing. The group sees the 
future of the plaza property as a commercial and 
residential development.

Pannekoek, a former secretary of the Cordova Bay 
Association for Community Affairs, heads an action 
group working with and supported by Saanich South 
MLA Lana Popham.   

She said mixed housing is important for a healthy 
community. She pointed to the Saanich Strategy Plan 
with its vision of social well-being - "Housing, public 
services and amenities are affordable, accessible and 
inclusive." Her group has met most members of the 
Saanich council, who all have expressed support for 
mixed housing, including affordable housing, at the 
plaza. 

Pannekoek said a Statistics Canada study in 2011 
showed that 12,620 or 28 per cent of 45,240 
households meet the definition of "core housing need" 
and 13 per cent of households spend more than 50 
per cent of household income on housing "creating an 
extremely financially precarious situation." She said 
18 per cent of Saanich households have gross income 
of under $30,000 a year representing 37 per cent of 
renter households and 12 per cent of owner 
households.  

“In the current housing market, low income 
households do not have sufficient income to obtain 
safe and adequate housing," she said. 

The plaza was built in 1960 and was going to be 
redeveloped by the owners in 1999 including the first 
introduction of a residential component - 16 
apartments above shops on the south side - as well as 
a much bigger supermarket and a specific bank 
building in the northeast corner. But underground 
gasoline pollution spreading from an off-site closed 
service station resulted in Saanich not issuing a 
Development Permit. Remediation was undertaken 
and a Certificate of Compliance was issued in 2012 by 

the Environment Ministry but redevelopment under the 
1999 plan did not go ahead. Tenant leases at the plaza 
including Tru-Value Foods run to 2017.

Pannekoek's group wishes to work with others in a non-
partisan way to promote a future development of the 
Cordova Bay Plaza which includes affordable 
housing. Anyone interested is invited to contact Hanny 
at 250-385-2299 or email her at hannyhugo@shaw.ca.

New Bus Shelter

The District of 
Saanich is investing 
$15,000 to replace 
the bus shelter in 
front of Cordova 
Bay Plaza this 
spring.

Although the 
ridership along the 
bus route does not 
meet the minimum 
requirements for 
a shelter under the Saanich-BC Transit partnership 
program, the district has heard from the community 
that replacing the structure is a priority. 

As a result, Saanich is moving a bus shelter from 
another location in the municipality that requires a 
larger structure. By relocating the bus shelter, Saanich 
and BC Transit can get the correct size at the other 
location while also upgrading the shelter on Cordova 
Bay Road.

Replacement of the bus shelter in front of the plaza is 
one of  approximately 20 upgrades taking place this 
spring. Over the past five years, Saanich has replaced 
most of the bus shelters similar to the one currently in 
front of the plaza. Five years ago there were over 50 
similar shelters; fewer than 10 remain. There are over 
700 bus stops in Saanich and less than 1/4 of them 
have shelters. 

The repurposed shelter near the plaza will also have a 
bench and the existing garbage can will remain. 
Saanich will continue to be responsible for maintaining 
the shelter and the garbage can.

No other bus stops or shelters in Cordova Bay are 
scheduled for replacement at this time. The new plaza 
bus shelter is expected to be installed in May. 

The new-to-Cordova Bay bus shelter in 
front of the plaza will be similar to the one 
in the photo.
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Zahra Carino Invites You to a BBQ!
Zahra Carino, owner-
pharmacist of the Cordova 
Bay Pharmacy invites you to 
join her, in partnership with 
Aga Khan Foundation Canada 
(AKFC), for a ‘Countdown 
BARBECUE to World 
Partnership Walk’ on 
Saturday May 14 from 11 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the pharmacy parking lot  at 
5166 Cordova Bay Road. 

Zahra’s support for the World Partnership Walk is an 
extension of an experience she had while vacationing 
as a child on a tour of Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania and 
Zanzibar. She had given a little girl some coloured 
pencils and lined paper as a present. Her new friend 
hugged her gifts to her chest and exclaimed in 
rapture. Zahra had been confused by the reaction; 
she thought it a little excessive for the token items. 
She soon learned that her small act of kindness was 
more than a mere gift. It was tool for education - one 
of the privileges Zahra had taken for granted growing 
up in Canada.  

Do come on out May 14th for the countdown 
barbecue and learn about the amazing work done 
around the world through the support of local 
businesses and donors like you. This BBQ event will 
have great food and kids activities.  All proceeds will 
go directly to the 32nd Annual World Partnership Walk 
on May 29th at the University of Victoria.  

Check out the Cordova Bay Association web site for 
continued updates and announcements. Info about 
the AFKC and the walk are available at:  http://
ow.ly/ZXG7l

The Cordovan’s Updated Look  
By The Cordovan Committee

The arrival of spring often spurs us to look around 
and give our home, garden, maybe even our 
wardrobe a little spruce up. So too with this 
newsletter. Regular readers of The Cordovan will 
notice a new look with this edition. We’ve made 
some visual changes, like fonts and graphics, to more 
closely resemble our sister-news-outlet, the Cordova 
Bay Association website,  www.cbasn.com. And 
speaking of the website, remember to check it often 
for news and event updates, planning activities, 
business directory, and many more important topics 
and links.

The Cordovan will continue to be produced and 
distributed three times per year; for 2016 the spring 
edition is out in early April, the summer edition will 
be out in early June (just before Cordova Bay Day!) 
and you’ll find the autumn edition in early October. 
Starting next year they will be out in early February, 
June and October. 

Attention all companies doing business in Cordova Bay: 
we’re introducing a new feature in the next edition, 
called “The Buzz in Business”. This feature aims to 
help local businesses spread the word in Cordova Bay 
about newsworthy items all residents will want to 
know. If you manage a business here, and you want to 
share some news with the community, like a new 
product or service you are offering, a move, a 
corporate citizenship initiative or other similar 
announcements, please pass it on. Your short 
submission should be about two to four sentences in 
length and can be sent to letter-to-editor@cbasn.com.

We invite residents to contribute newsworthy items for 
inclusion in the newsletter, such as what your local 
group is up to, a tip of the hat to a deserving and/or 
unsung volunteer, or other useful tidbits of knowledge 
the community will enjoy. Oh, and photos! Once again, 
that email is letter-to-editor@cbasn.com.

From the Archives
Cordova Bay’s original newsletter, Spindrift, was 
published monthly from 1947 to 1958. Archived copies 
of Spindrift, and early copies of The Cordovan can be 
found on the website, www.cbasn.com. Here is an 
excerpt from April, 1951:

Have you Pledged Yet?
Approximately twenty-one hundred dollars has been 
successfully collected in the past two years within the 
boundaries of Cordova Bay by the Pledge System.

This represents a sizeable portion of the total of 
approximately six thousand dollars that has been 
collected to date towards the construction of the 
Cordova Bay Community Hall.

Contributions vary in amounts from fifty cents to two 
dollars monthly. The average donation is one dollar 
per month per person.

Collections have been taken care of by a team of ten 
to twelve canvassers. Each Collector traversing his or 
her territory once each month with a receipt book 
tucked under one arm and always fortified with a 
healthy smile has returned with extremely gratifying 
results.

It is interesting to note that there are a number of 
children donating to this cause voluntarily who have 
expressed the desire to continue this practice as they 
feel that eventually they will be the chief 
beneficiaries. One of the leaders in the Community of 
the younger generation it is hoped will endeavour to 
expand this idea in the near future.

How amazing it is that these small monthly 
contributions can total such an encouraging sum of 
money over a period of time. When a canvasser calls 
at your door the next time please welcome that 
canvasser and get on the band-wagon leading to the 
successful conclusion of our own Cordova Bay 
Community Hall.
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Cordova Bay’s Voluntourism Team 
Returns from Tanzania
Voluntourism is one of those new-ish terms that has 
become part of many people’s vocabulary, derived 
from two separate words (volunteer and tourism), 
but they go together and convey meaning so well, it’s 
a wonder why no one thought to say it long ago. 

Typically voluntourists embark on a journey to a 
foreign place for the purpose of working on a specific 
project that will enhance the lives of the locals at 
their destination. In addition to their worthwhile 
work, they also experience a cultural immersion not 
usually possible for the conventional traveler. 

Does this sound like an exciting, rewarding and 
memorable experience? You will have a chance to 
personally meet a group of people who have done 
just that as they recount their experiences in 
Tanzania recently, constructing the first building of a 
new technical institute campus in the country’s 
capital.

“Team Tanzania 2015” a group of 11 members of the 
Cordova Bay-centred society, For the Love of Africa, 
invite you to attend their upcoming presentation, 
Saturday, April 9, from 2-4 pm, at the Cordova Bay 
United Church. They will share their stories, photos 
and much more of their amazing African adventure.
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World Thinking Day in Cordova Bay
By Coleen Wood, aka Cricket Owl

World Thinking Day (WTD) is a day of international 
friendship, a chance to speak out on issues that affect 
girls and young women, and an opportunity to raise 
funds for 10 million Girl Guides and Girl Scouts around 
the world. 

Since 1926, WTD has been celebrated each year on 
February 22. 

In Cordova Bay, the Girl Guides of Canada, Bay to Bay 
District, held their 
2016 WTD event at 
Cordova Bay United 
Church with over 
120 girls and 15 
leaders attending. 
These girls were 
Sparks (ages 5-6), 
Brownies (ages 
7-8), and Guides 
(ages 9-11), with 
the Pathfinders 
(ages 12-15) and 
Rangers (ages 16-17) 
helping provide the organization.   

The evening offered opportunities to interact and 
experience the theme for 2016 – “Connect”. Making 
more positive connections matters because it helps us 
to be happy. We learned to relax with yoga, played a 
cooperation game, learned about the World 
Association of Girl Guides and Scouts, played a game 
about diversity, and shared food.

Each week a group of Brownies meets in our 
community. Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada 
enables girls to be confident, resourceful and 
courageous, and make a difference in the world - 
together. In our community, we focus on exploring 
science, experiencing the arts, staying active, using 
our resources wisely, protecting the environment and 
giving back to the community through service 
activities. 

Guiding is a wonderful opportunity for adults, 
primarily women, to work as teams designing creative 
activities for the girls. Girl Guides of Canada provides 
training which is not only essential for successful 
guiding, but also contributes to a leader’s daily work 
and life. With over 100 years of experience, the Girl 
Guides organization has a lot to share.

Are you interested in being a part of this worldwide 
organization and contributing to our community? We 
are always looking for enthusiastic individuals to help 
in small and large ways at weekly meetings and 
events, and during our camps. Contact us at http://
www.svigirlguides.bc.ca/ and become connected.

Future architects building their dreams. 
Photo by Wendy Leztec.
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers 
For more information please see the Business Directory on CBA’s website, http://www.cbasn.com/directory/. 
From there you can visit each business’ site with a single click. 

Accommodation
Art

Automotive &
Travel

Accounting, 
Business,

&
Legal

Dining

Gardening
Services

Fitness, Hair, 
and Beauty

Home
Improvements
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Health, Family, 
and Leisure

Local 
Representatives 

and News

Pets

Realty and 
Mortgage 
Services

Shopping
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