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Cordova Bay Day, 2016 
By the Cordova Bay Day 2016 Committee: Larry Gontovnick, Rick 
Whalley, David Cronkhite and Randy Otto 

Photos by Barb Lucas 

The 13th annual Cordova Bay Day, held on Saturday, 
June 25th, 2016 was a wonderful community event 
with well over 1,000 attendees having an enjoyable 
time on a sunny and pleasant summer day. This 
year’s event was held at St. David by the Sea 
Anglican Church, with activities also happening at 
the Cordova Bay Plaza and Mattick’s Farm. 

At St. David by the Sea Anglican Church, there was a 
market-place of local vendors and businesses, 
information booths from Saanich Fire and several 
other organizations, live music by the band “And 
Then There Was”, baked goods from the Cordova 
Bay Pre-School, vintage and contemporary fire 

trucks, free popcorn, and kids 
entertainment (bounce slide, face painting 
and balloon twisting). 

At The Plaza, there were hot dogs and ice 
cream, a kids inflatable obstacle course, a 
vintage car show, and the Drivewise driving 
simulator. 

Mattick’s Farm featured the Red Barn 
Market Barnbque, mini-golf, art exhibitions, 
and a sidewalk sale. 

A number of Cordova Bay residents signed up as new members of the CBA. 

It was great to see so many Cordova Bay residents, as well as visitors from 
other communities in the Capital Region District, at our community 
celebration. 

Many thanks to the following people and 
businesses for their generous donations, 
sponsorships and support: 

The Century Group, Saanich News, Lana 
Popham, Scotia Bank, Tru Value Foods, 
Cordova Bay Pre-School, St. David Church, 
Mattick’s Farm, Pure Day Spa, “And Then 
There Was”, Playtime Inflatables, Ed Boomars 
and the CBA Board of Directors. 

We look forward to seeing everybody again at Cordova Bay Day 2017. 

http://www.cbasn.com
http://www.cbasn.com
http://www.cbasn.com/index.php
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President's Corner 
By Larry Gontovnick, CBA President 

I hope you had a wonderful 
summer and are enjoying the fall 
season. I would like to comment on 
the two major development 
applications in our community, 
each following a different approval 
process as defined in the Saanich 
Land Use and Development 
Procedures Bylaw # 8857. 

The draft plans for redevelopment of the Cordova 
Bay Plaza by developer James Gardiner and architect 
Alan Lowe were presented to members of the CBA 
board in July and to the community in an Open House 
in September. The development application is 
expected to be submitted to Saanich by the end of 
October. I would like to provide you with some 
background on the redevelopment of the plaza and 
the approval process that will be followed 
subsequent to its submission to Saanich. 
The current zoning for the plaza (Zoning Bylaw 8200, 
Schedule 820, Shopping Centre Zone C-3) was 
established by Saanich in the 1970s. A Development 
Permit received preliminary approval in 1999, with 
final approval withheld pending site remediation 
under the Waste Management Act - Contaminated 
Site Regulation, from the underground gasoline that 
stemmed from the Shell-owned PayLess gas station 
that had been across the street. The original 
redevelopment plans (with the uses, density, height 
and setbacks consistent with the approved zoning) 
were presented to the community in 1998. There was 
strong objection to the proposed rooftop parking on 
top of the grocery store. The rooftop parking was 
subsequently eliminated with Saanich’s approval of a 
variance that allowed for a reduction in the required 
total number of parking spaces. The rooftop parking 
was considered a “Form and Character” element of 
the development. 
The current application is a revision to the original 
Development Permit. Once again, the plans are 
within the approved zoning for uses, density, height 
and setbacks. Saanich Planning will be asking for 
CBA's comments at some point after the application is 
submitted. The application will also be reviewed by 
the Saanich Advisory Design Panel and there will be 
an opportunity for public input at the Saanich Council 
Committee of the Whole Meeting where the 
application comes before Council. The CBA will work 
with the developer, Saanich Planning and Saanich 
Council to represent the concerns of the community, 
but the changes that we can request will be limited 
to elements of "Form and Character" and not what is 
approved within the existing zoning. 
Unlike the plaza, the Aragon Properties application 
for the former Trio industrial site is to rezone from 
the existing M2, P4, and RM-3TR Zones to a new 

Comprehensive Development Zone to construct a 
mixed-use development comprising 385 residential 
units including detached homes, attached housing and 
apartments and a small commercial component. The 
10.6 hectare site was rezoned into three pieces in 
1999 with 110 condos and townhouses (zoned RM-3TR, 
3.45 hectares) slated for the area where Trio Gravel 
Mart was located, and a 800 unit ministorage area 
(zoned M2 Industrial, 3.96 hectares) in the north of the 
property. The southwest part of the property covering 
3.19 hectares is zoned P-4 which permits a variety of 
uses including park, community centre, recreational 
facility, accessory residential, accessory buildings and 
structures, adult or child day care. 
Aragon has also applied for a Development Permit 
because the property is within a designated 
Development Permit Area. As with the plaza 
redevelopment, a developer could have proceeded 
with a Development Permit application consistent with 
the approved zoning for the former Trio Lands and the 
input from the community would be restricted to 
“Form and Character” and not on the approved uses, 
density, height, setbacks, etc. already established 
within the approved zoning. 
The CBA Trio Subcommittee was active over the 
summer with both Saanich Planning and Aragon 
Properties. I would like to thank the Trio 
Subcommittee for their outstanding work on behalf of 
the CBA. Aragon President Lenny Moy took over the file 
from David Roppel following his departure from the 
company in the late spring. There have been 
substantial revisions to the original application and the 
community will have an opportunity to provide input 
at an Open House scheduled for Saturday, November 
5th. 

CBA Membership 
By Randy Otto, Membership Chair 

Why is it important for the CBA to 
grow its membership? Do the numbers 
really matter and why?  

For the CBA to have meaningful 
influence with the District of Saanich, 
it is very important to demonstrate 
how engaged and concerned our 
residents are with what goes on 

around us. If we want the District to pay attention to 
what we say, we need to back it up with a membership 
that represents a sizable portion of our population. 
The greater our numbers, the louder our voice. So I 
urge you to talk to your neighbours and encourage 
them to join the CBA if they haven’t already. And keep 
your membership active, by staying up to date with 
membership fees. (CBA membership fees are among 
the least expensive in all of Saanich.) 

Speaking of numbers, at time of writing, 40 members 
have not yet renewed since 2015, and 35 have not 
renewed since 2014. Our policy is to maintain contact 
with members for two years of inactivity (i.e. no 
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membership fees received) so that those residents 
may continue to receive membership benefits and 
communication.  After two years of inactivity, those 
members drop off the mailing list. We send out 
several reminder notices to inactive members, and a 
final notice will be sent before the new year. If you 
are not certain of your membership status, feel free 
to email us at cbamail@shaw.ca or phone me 
personally at 250 658-9331. 

Traffic Report 
By Graham Shorthill, Traffic Chair 

There are no major results to 
report, just a series of updates 
from the summer activities and 
here they are: 

Pat Bay Highway Summer Paving 

The project is complete and we 
have lost our access to the southbound lanes from 
Cordova Bay Road. However, the surface and the lane 
markings on the highway are much better. The access 
from Hamsterly Road onto the highway was closed 
while the repaving was underway and the barrier 
remains in place. District of Saanich engineers are of 
two minds about reopening the access. If it remains 
closed, it will add yet another dimension to the 
growing problem of traffic flowing through the 
Sayward intersection. The CBA highlighted the 
problem for people trying to turn left from the 
southbound lanes before the work began and were 
assured the timing of the light would be changed to 
accommodate the flow. During the course of the 
repaving, many people found they had to wait for 
two or three lights to make the left turn from 
Sayward south to Victoria and now we have another 
possible constraint. So we need an overall plan of 
action – not one that can be chopped and changed on 
a whim. And that leads to Trio.  

Developments at Trio 

There have been management changes at Aragon, 
and discussions with Saanich and the CBA have 
slowed. However, the fact that the site will be 
converted from a former gravel pit into a real estate 
development has prompted Sayward Hill to dust off 
their plans for their own Phase 2 behind the existing 
condominium block. Jawl Properties already has 
approval for the project and therefore should have 
no difficulty starting construction in 2018. The net 
effect, of course, is there will be even more traffic in 
this small sector of Cordova Bay and we have seen 
very little effort from any level of government to 
handle it. 

The Plaza Development 

This is back on the agenda; the owners have approval 
for the original plan and don’t want to make 
significant changes. The developers are trying to 

organize an Open House so the community can see 
their plans. This development would act as a catalyst 
for changes to streetscape from The Beach House to 
the church.  

Haliburton 

The Ministry of Transportation has completed its part 
of the work at Haliburton and now it’s up to Saanich to 
install a sidewalk and bicycle lanes up the hill in the 
next budget year. To repeat, if we can get a longer 
lane for turning onto the highway from Haliburton 
included in these plans, then we might actually make 
some progress to reduce congestion after 20 years of 
inaction. 

Planning Committee Report 
David Cronkhite and Mary Lynn Reimer 

The Cordova Bay Association and Trio Subcommittee 
have continued to work with Saanich Planning and 
Aragon Development on the proposed redevelopment 
of the old Trio gravel operations site. The most recent 
meeting with Aragon was with Lenny Moy, the 
President and owner of Aragon, who has now 
personally taken on the management of this project.   

Prior to this meeting, Moy provided a written 
response to the Board's letter about community 
concerns.  His letter included a new detailed 
traffic study, changes to parking configurations, 
and a revised plan lowering the number of 
units and height of some buildings. Moy made a 
statement that a proposal for handling waste had 
been submitted and accepted by Saanich 
Engineering.  At the meeting, he committed to 
holding another Open House. The CBA will post 
the details of the Open House scheduled for 
Saturday, November 5th. 

At the Board meeting on September 14th, the 
Board finalized a letter to Aragon, copied to 
Saanich Planning, recognizing the positive 
changes to the project, and encouraging Aragon 
to complete their proposal to Saanich after public 
consultation. Also at the September 14th Board 
meeting, the planner working on  the 5117 Del 
Monte redevelopment made a presentation 
showing a revised plan of four units down from 
the five that had been presented to Saanich 
Council. There was also an Open House held 
on October 5th at the United Church. 

The architect and developer working on the 
proposed redevelopment of Cordova Bay Plaza 
met with members of the Board, and held an 
Open House on September 21st to show the 
renderings and layout of the site. Initial plans 
show approximately 80 condos over first floor 
commercial. The proposed design conforms 
with existing zoning. 
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Goodbye - "Cordova Bay Plaza", 
Hello - "Cordova Bay Village"? 

By Roger Stonebanks 
An application for a Development Permit to 
redevelop Cordova Bay Plaza was expected to be 
made to Saanich about the same time that this issue 
of The Cordovan goes to press. 

The proposed new shopping centre and apartments 
will be called Cordova Bay Village, project architect 
Alan Lowe told The Cordovan. 

The redevelopment plans were shown at a public 
open house on Sept. 21 and details have been 
featured in Saanich Voice Online http://
www.saanichvoiceonline.ca/2016/08/03/cordova-
bay-redevelopment-is-on/ as well as coverage in the 
Saanich News and Victoria Times Colonist. 

"We estimate that there were over 400 people that 
attended the open house,” said Lowe. 

“We had some very good comments and many are 
very supportive of the project. Those that had 
concerns were mainly issues related to traffic along 
Cordova Bay Road and how difficult it would be for 
the residents of the townhouses and condos next door 
[Cordova Bay Beach Estates] to turn left onto 
Cordova Bay Road, the desire to have a traffic light 
at Doumac Avenue, and the size of the development. 
The first two issues are really District of Saanich 
traffic issues that are larger than just our project and 
need to be reviewed by Saanich. As for the size of the 
development, the site is zoned for a greater density 
than we are proposing and we are within the height 
and setback requirements of the zoning bylaw." 

Lowe said he and James Gardiner, a realtor and 
owner of James Gardiner Construction who holds an 
option to purchase the plaza property from Your 
Family Food Mart subject to Saanich's approval, have 
reviewed the comments received at the open house 
and "will be making some minor changes. We 
believe the project was generally well received and 
the community is looking forward to this 
redevelopment. The construction period will take 
approximately two years and we have not entered 
into any leases for the commercial spaces at this 
time. The existing tenants would have the first 
opportunity to lease space within the new Cordova 
Bay Village." 

The proposed supermarket would be 17,000 square 
feet compared with the present 7,500 square feet 
occupied by Tru Value Foods. There will be 80 condo 
apartments in two buildings - three floors above the 
supermarket (which will be immediately behind the 
existing mall) and three floors above shops on the 
south side of the property. Lowe said it is not known 
at this time what the prices will be for the condos. 

The Development Permit application will be reviewed 
by municipal departments and brought to council's 
committee of the whole when residents can speak and 
a decision made. Residents can make written 
comments to Mayor and Council at any time. 

Janice de Cunha: CBA Pioneer 
Passes 
By Roger Stonebanks 
Family and friends packed the seaside home of Janice 
de Cunha on Sept. 18 for a Celebration of Life. Janice 
was a founding member of the Cordova Bay Association 
for Community Affairs who served on 
the executive committee in the first 
decade of this century. She passed on 
Aug. 12 at her Cordova Bay Road home 
where she had lived for many years. 
She was 73. 

Janice was among those who rallied 
community support to get the CBA 
going in 1976 when 700 residents 
turned up for the founding meeting in 
Claremont Secondary School. What 
precipitated public concern was a 
planned subdivision that would have 
covered what later became Cordova 
Bay Golf Course. Janice is mentioned in 
Anne Pearson's history of Cordova Bay 
"Sea-Life: Recollections and History of 
Cordova Bay and Elk Lake" (available at 
the Greater Victoria Public Library). 

Janice served on the CBA board of directors between 
2006 and 2010 as membership secretary, second vice-
president and acting first vice-president. She was also 
on the executive board of Coast Capital Credit Union. 

A retired social worker, she held a master's degree in 
social work. She worked at Glendale and Tillicum 
Lodge, BC Cancer Agency, Memorial Pavilion at Royal 
Jubilee Hospital and the Lodge at Broadmead. 

"Janice lived to improve the lives of others," the family 
said in her obituary, adding that she "loved hiking, 
walking, golf, travelling, the arts, and above all, 
reading.” 

Cordova Bay Association Community Grants 
The Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs (CBA) 
raises funds for Cordova Bay non-profit community groups 
and endeavours through its annual Cordova Bay Day and 
memberships. 

Past beneficiaries have included Claremont School, 
Cordova Bay 55 Plus Association, Haliburton Community 
Organic Farm Society, Cordova Bay Co-op Preschool and 
Cordova Bay Soccer Club. 

If you wish to apply for a grant towards a worthy Cordova 
Bay-based project, please complete the CBA Grant 
Application Form found on our website at http://
www.cbasn.com/community-donations-grants/. 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Recognition of Leadership in our 
Community 
By Larry Gontovnick 
The inaugural Cordova Bay Community Leadership 
Awards were handed out at a special ceremony at the 
Beach House Restaurant on the evening of June 7th. 
Richard 
McMorran was 
named 
Volunteer of 
the Year; 
Sheila Wells 
the Employee 
of the Year; 
Brian Royer-
Collard the 
Coach/Mentor 
of the Year; 
and the 
Cordova Bay 55 
Plus Association 
picked up the Community Group Award. 

Royer-Collard was the driving force behind much of 
the growth of women’s soccer on the Island, devoting 
40 years to teaching the game he loves to his 
community. Wells has ensured that every visitor to 
the Super Duper Dollar Store is treated like a friend 
and is the epitome of customer service. No job was 
too large or task to small for McMorran to handle, 
working tirelessly for the residents of the community 
he calls home. And the organization that McMorran 
helped to establish, the Cordova Bay 55 Plus 
Association, ensures that there’s always a place to go 
and something to do for Cordova Bay’s seniors. 

This awards program is a great community initiative, 
recognizing volunteers and mentors in our 
community, and brings it to the attention of the 
residents of the community who may not realize the 
people and organizations in the community who 
contribute so much. 

The leadership awards are the result of a partnership 
between the Saanich News, Cordova Bay Association 
for Community Affairs, Tru Value Foods, The Beach 
House Restaurant and other area businesses. 

The CBA commends the Saanich News for initiating 
this awards program, and was happy to contribute in 
terms of spreading the word and selecting the award 
recipients. 

The CBA hopes this year’s awards event serves as a 
foundation for years to come and encourages 
members of the Cordova Bay community to take part 
in the nominations next year, because there are a lot 
of volunteers in our community that we need to 
recognize.”  

Remembering Richard McMorran 
By Roger Stonebanks, Courtesy of Saanich Voice 
Online 
Cordova Bay loses a great champion in the passing of 
Richard McMorran. Outstanding Cordova Bay 
community activist, Richard McMorran, died on June 
18 in Royal Jubilee Hospital after a brief illness. He 
was 85. He had received an award for his community 
service less than two weeks previously. 

McMorran, a member of the pioneering McMorran 
family in Cordova Bay, was a civil engineer in his 
working life and then spent his retirement 
volunteering for others. He was one of the “Fab Five” 
who were the principal organizers of the Cordova Bay 
55 Plus Association, which operates from Cordova Bay 
Community Place at the south side of Cordova Bay 
Elementary School. The other “Fab Five” activists 
were Gwen MacPherson and Jack Willoughby and the 
late Inez Cole and Daphne Chazottes. 

Rich, as everyone knew him, said he was just one of 
the people who got 55 Plus started and continued. He 
stressed that he accepted his community award only 
on the understanding that it was really on behalf of 
the volunteers, past and present. He was president of 
55 Plus and was immediate past president when he 
died. He headed a major fundraising effort that raised 
$175,000 as its contribution towards the $1.2 million 
renovation that added the now community centre onto 
Cordova Bay Elementary School. Earlier he served for 
two years as second vice-president of the Cordova Bay 
Association for Community Affairs (CBA). 

Downsizing the Cordova Bay 
Housing Development 
By Roger Stonebanks 
A major residential development planned for the 
former Trio Ready Mix/Gravel Mart property in Cordova 
Bay is being scaled back again. 

Details of the new plan will be disclosed at an Open 
House on Saturday Nov. 5 between 2-4 p.m. at Cordova 
Bay Community Place (popularly known as the 55 Plus 
Centre) at Cordova Bay Elementary School, Aragon 
Properties president Lenny Moy told The Cordovan. He 
declined to go into details ahead of the Open House 
except to say the dwelling unit count has been 
reduced. 

When Aragon Properties held its initial public meetings 
the plans showed 440 dwelling units. This was scaled 
back to 385 units when the rezoning and development 
permit applications were made to Saanich. A further 
reduction was announced last April to 330 units. 
Aragon Properties bought the 26-acre (10.6 hectares) 
former industrial site in 2014 for $6.1 million from the 
McLaren family. (CBA president Larry Gontovnick 
comments in his President's Corner). 

Photo courtesy of Saanich News (Black Press)
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From the Archives 
Cordova Bay’s original newsletter, Spindrift, was 
published monthly from 1947 to 1958. Archived 
copies of Spindrift, and early copies of The Cordovan, 
can be found on the website, www.cbasn.com. Here 
is an excerpt from The Cordovan, January, 1988 

Thank You, Doris - and Welcome Back, Cordova Bay 
Park 

Natural parkland isn't popular with Saanich 
Municipality these days: as population increases in 
Saanich, playing fields tend to come first. And 
Cordova Bay, compared to any other community in 
the municipality, has lots of natural parkland. 

So when the Local Area Plan went to review, Saanich 
suggested that tiny Cordova Bay Park, sandwiched 
between Cordova Bay Road, Haliburton, and Lochside 
Drive, should be sold as residential land. The money 
could be used to buy playing field land at the south 
end of the community. 

That was before Doris Page and her neighbours heard 
about it. And for the past few months Doris has been 
pursuing friends, neighbours and perfect strangers, 
waving a petition sheet in her hand! 

As a result of that petition, Saanich Council decided 
it would be worthwhile to take a second look at the 
park. And what municipal solicitor Christopher Nation 
found out was a universal surprise: most of that park 
was not Saanich's to sell! 

Back in 1916, that land was in use as a reservoir for 
the local property owners, and in that year Frederick 
Bernard Pemberton transferred title of it to Thornton 
Fell, Charles Hunt French, and George Russell. 

On March 10, 1919, these three men set up a trust to 
maintain the land  

a) as a reservoir for the property owners of lots 1 - 33 
in Cordova Bay, and  

b) "for the use and enjoyment of the public as park, 
pleasure place, fairgrounds or otherwise for the 
benefit of the public ... " 

That trust still stands. Thanks to Doris, to Christopher 
Nation, and to Saanich Council, Cordova Bay Park is 
with us still. 

Editor’s Note: Due to Doris’ diligence a portion of a 
property east of Lochside Drive, down to Cordova Bay 
Road, was included in the Municipal Parks System in 
1990. The park was named in recognition of her 
interest in retaining natural landscapes along with 
her many horticultural achievements and 
contributions in the community. Miss Page also left 
her land and her garden to the municipality to be 
used as a natural green space after her death and it 
has provided a pocket oasis and a natural corridor to 
the seashore below. - See more at: http://

www.cbasn.com/community-donations-grants/
#sthash.JEesuMpP.dpuf. In 2011, jointly with Saanich, 
the CBA donated an interpretive sign to replace the 
one vandalised a few years ago.  !
The Buzz in Business 
Welcome to The Buzz in Business. This feature brings 
brief snippets of news from the local business 
community to the readers.  

Just in time for holiday entertaining, a new full service 
Liquor Plus is moving into the Shops at Mattick’s Farm. 
The Liquor Plus organization is island owned and 
operated, and has been in 
business for over 60 years. 
Sean Large, principle at 
Liquor Plus, anticipates the 
new facility will be open for 
business by mid-November. 
The newly-renovated store is 
located in the space 
previously occupied by the 
VQA and Art Knapp shops and 
will be open seven days a week from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
In addition to VQA wines, it will offer a wide range of 
alcoholic beverages, including craft and domestic 
beers. The large walk-in cooler will hold chilled beer, 
wine, coolers and ciders - just the thing for last-
minute host and hostess gifts.  

Seaberry Garden and Flower is set to open on 
November 1 at Mattick’s Farm, according to owner, 
Rob Harris. Seaberry will specialize in deer-resistant 
and drought-tolerant plants, as well as carrying a 
range of shade-tolerant perennials, native plants, 

annuals, shrubs and trees and some 
medicinal herbs. Seaberry will focus 
on edible landscapes with a large 
component of fruit trees, berries, 
and spring and winter veggie starts. 
There will also be a full-service 
flower shop with bouquets and 
fresh-cut flowers for all occasions. 
The staff at Seaberry are gearing up 
for the coming season to offer 
fresh-cut Christmas trees and fresh 
greens as well as live potted 
Christmas trees and poinsettias.  !

We hope you enjoy reading your copy of The 
Cordovan. The next issue will appear in February.  

If you have suggestions for articles, drop us a line at 
letter-to-editor@cbasn.com 

In the meantime, please visit the Cordova Bay 
Association website  www.cbasn.com  for news and 
articles of interest. 

mailto:letter-to-editor@cbasn.com
http://www.cbasn.com
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers  

For more information please see the Business Directory on CBA’s website, http://www.cbasn.com/directory/. 
From there you can visit each business’ site with a single click.  !
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