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Thank You to Tru
Value Foods
By The Cordova Bay
Association Board
A heartfelt thank you to Tru
Value Foods and their Spirit
Board Program! Through this
program, the Cordova Bay
Association for Community
Affairs has provided gift
baskets at each of the last
three Annual General Meetings
which were given away,
through a tickets draw, to
attendees at the meeting. Tru
Value has also been a
participating partner with our
annual Cordova Bay Day over
the past few years. We wish
Tru Value much success for the
future.
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by Roger Stonebanks, from the Saanich Voice Online, January 9, 2017
The doors will close on Tru Value Foods supermarket in Cordova Bay on or
before March 31 – leaving the Red Barn Market at Mattick’s Farm as the
community’s only local grocer.
“With proposed future redevelopment coming to the Cordova Bay Plaza, it
has become necessary for Tru Value Foods to respond to the current
conditions,” states a notice posted at the door.
An application is expected to be filed with Saanich later this month by
architect Alan Lowe for a Development Permit that would see the plaza
demolished and replaced by three buildings including a new grocery more
than twice the present size as well as small shops and 80 condos. Two of the
buildings will be four storeys high if the permit is approved. The plaza is
owned by Your Family Food Mart.
“We are excited to see what the future holds for the plaza and while we
continue to pursue participation of the proposed redevelopment, it is with
regret that we will be closing our current store no later than March 31,
2017,” the posted notice states. “At this juncture we wish to thank all of our
staff for their dedication and loyalty. We have had some wonderful people
work for us since we opened and are saddened to be parting ways in this
manner. We also thank the community of Cordova Bay and our many
customers that regularly shop with us. We know that come March, many of
you will miss this store but hope you join us in looking towards the future at
Cordova Bay Plaza.”
Tru Value Foods has grocery stores on Pender Island and Mayne Island and
two stores on Quadra Island. After its store in Central Saanich closed, it
moved to Cordova Bay Plaza five years ago and replaced Food Forum as the
anchor tenant in the small strip mall that was built in 1960.
Owner and general manager Phil Greenhalgh told Saanich Voice Online in an
interview on Jan. 9 that Tru Value’s lease at the plaza is due to expire in
early 2017. With redevelopment planned, it received notice to vacate. While
there was a thought to extend the lease, this did not happen. As well, store
staff began to leave.
“So we decided not to seek a month-to-month extension,” he said. “It’s too
bad, it’s been great in this community.”
As to the future with the redevelopment, Greenhalgh said “we are in
negotiations with the new developer. We are excited about that. It is
something we are involved with in negotiations with James Gardiner.”
Aside from Tru Value Foods, current tenants at the plaza are Scotiabank, a
fabric shop and a dollar store. Three premises are vacant.
UPDATE – January 27, 2017
A Development Permit amendment (to the 1998 Development Permit
application) has now been submitted to the District of Saanich and was
posted today (Jan. 27, 2017) on the district’s website. www.saanich.ca/EN/
main/local-government/development-applications/active-developmentapplications/cordova-bay.html
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President's Corner
By Larry Gontovnick, CBA President
I hope you had a wonderful holiday
season and wish you all the best for
a happy and healthy 2017.
The application for the
redevelopment of the Cordova Bay
Plaza by developer James Gardiner
and architect Alan Lowe was
submitted to Saanich Planning at
the end of January and is now posted on the Active
Development Applications page on the District of
Saanich website. The application summary states, “To
amend DPR00055 to build 3482 m2 commercial retail
with 86 residential units above and an underground
parking; under current C-3 zoning.” The site plan,
elevations and landscape plan are provided as PDF
documents to view and/or download.
According to Saanich Planning, “The site and
surrounding area is designated in the Official
Community Plan (OCP) as a "Village"
Centre. "Villages" are small local nodes, with a
historical basis, that meet local residents' basic
commercial and service needs. They also provide a
limited amount of multiple family housing, and they
are typically serviced by a single bus route. The OCP
supports mixed-use commercial/residential (3 to 4
storeys) in "Villages". Cordova Bay Local Area Plan
(1998) designates the site for commercial shopping
centre use. Policy 8.3 states "Use development
permits to ensure that commercial redevelopment in
the village respects the village-like character.” “In
this case, the C-3 zone permits the proposed use and
if no Zoning Bylaw variances are requested, Council's
review of the development would be limited to the
"form and character" based on the relevant guidelines
for the Cordova Bay Village Development Permit
Area. Key guidelines include massing and scale that
is compatible with adjacent development; village-like
character; strong pedestrian focus; vehicle access to
Sutcliffe Road, Doumac Avenue, or Cordova Bay Road;
and retention of existing trees wherever possible.”
The CBA board has concerns with the proposed
redevelopment plans and will be providing comments
to the applicants and Saanich Planning and the
application will also be reviewed by the Saanich
Advisory Design Panel. Saanich Planning will issue
their Planning Report with recommendations to
Saanich Council, typically within 4-6 months of
receiving the application. The application will then
be presented at the Saanich Council Committee of
the Whole meeting where the public will have an
opportunity to voice their opinions on the
application. Council will then decide the fate of the
application.
We encourage you to write to Saanich Planning and
Council with your comments and concerns regarding

the proposed redevelopment, and attend the Saanich
Council Committee of the Whole meeting where you
will have an opportunity to speak in front of Council.
We will inform you when the Saanich Planning report is
issued and when the application will go before Saanich
Council Committee of the Whole.
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Traffic Report
By Graham Shorthill, Traffic Chair
Since completion of the Sayward
Road junction project several years
ago, progress on the numerous other
remaining traffic-related issues in
our community has been glacial at
best. We can doubtless conclude
that traffic problems on their own
are a low priority as far as the
municipality of Saanich is concerned.
Over the past year, several major private sector land
and property developments have been advanced, all of
which may involve significant increases in, or
disruption to, existing traffic patterns in Cordova Bay,
and merit thorough traffic studies as a component of
the development process.
Viewed from this perspective, the CBA board has taken
a new approach towards making headway to manage
and improve traffic; traffic issues will be addressed
early in each development cycle, rather than upon
completion. By voicing the community’s concerns to
both the developers and the municipality in their early
stages, there is a much better chance of successful
outcomes, to better leverage funding opportunities to
carry out the traffic improvement projects.
Presently there are four areas at issue:
•
•
•
•

Access to the Pat Bay Highway
Aragon Development
Revitalization of the village core
Lochside Trail from McMinn Park to Mattick’s Farm

To optimize our chance of success, members from the
community are needed to serve on a traffic
subcommittee, and create a plan of action for each of
these areas. If you are interested in becoming
involved, and have some experience with development
and traffic issues, please contact Graham Shorthill at
Shorthill@shaw.ca or 250 658-5873. Our aim is to have
an outline ready for the AGM, scheduled for April 19.
You can find documentation on traffic issues over the
past few years, and the current state, by visiting the
traffic pages on the CBA website, www.cbasn.com/
traffic-issues/
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By Randy Otto, Membership Chair
The word is getting out, membership
has its privileges (to borrow from an
AMEX slogan). More and more
residents recognize the value of a
strong community association. CBA
memberships are at an all-time high.
The unofficial record shows we are
715 members strong. That means at
least 40 more members have joined
the community organization since last year. Thank
you to all members, continuing and new alike, for
helping the association strengthen our voice in
community matters.
Among your membership benefits are advance notices
of information bulletins, such as the notice sent
earlier in February. That notice provided members
the date of a public hearing for a major local
development, along with background details.
Many annual memberships will be up for renewal
soon, and reminders will be sent out around midFebruary. For your convenience, you have several
options to pay for your renewal: mail a cheque,
PayPal, or drop off your cheque at the Super Duper
Store at 5138 Cordova Bay Rd.

Planning Committee Report
David Cronkhite and Mary Lynn Reimer
Development proposals in Cordova Bay continue at an
active pace. Two large scale projects of note are the
Plaza Site redevelopment at 5120 /5144 Cordova Bay
Road and the condominium development at the
corner of Fowler and Cordova Bay Road, on the old
Trio gravel operations site, by Aragon Development.
The Plaza redevelopment is proposed to include 88
condo units plus commercial space in three buildings
with a commercial mixed use, C-3 zoning classified as
Shopping Centre Zone in Saanich zoning bylaw 8200.
The plans were submitted January 25 and Saanich
Planning is requesting a response from the CBA and
the public by February 24. To obtain more details
visit www.Saanich.ca/
ActiveDevelopmentApplications/CordovaBay
A previous plan had been submitted in 1999. The
plans have been submitted under the existing zoning
granted before.
The other major proposal is the old Trio gravel pit
site; it continues to be reviewed with input of the
CBA. At an Open House held in the 55 Plus Theatre in
November, a revised plan containing 309 units with
lower building heights and a number of changes to
reduce safety concerns and visual impacts were
shown. Aragon is proposing another Open House with
input from that first Open House and has not yet
submitted their revised plans to Saanich Planning.

The Cordovan
Another development of note is the 25-unit, four
storey condo, proposed at 986 /990 Doumac Avenue,
across the avenue from the Plaza redevelopment. This
project has been before Saanich Council and
recommended for a Public Hearing, now scheduled for
February 21.
The Cordova Bay Community Club was scheduled to
present their plan for rezoning the property on
Sutcliffe Avenue to allow for an expanded badminton
and community facility before Council as a Committee
Meeting of the Whole in January, but due to the large
turnout at the Council meeting it will be rescheduled
to a larger venue.
There have been several other development proposals
in the Community which the CBA continues to monitor
and provide input.

Notice from Nominations Committee
By Barb Lucas
CBA bylaw 4.3 states that five directors shall be
elected or re-elected at one annual general meeting
and the other six shall be elected or re-elected at the
following annual general meeting. At our Annual
General Meeting, scheduled for April 19, 2017, we are
electing or re-electing five directors, each for a twoyear term.
The nominations committee consists of three
members; Barb Lucas, Chair, Ruthild Ohl and Rosemary
Cannon. Any nominees wishing to run for election must
be a member in good standing of the CBA.
Nominations may also be made from the floor of the
Annual General Meeting by any two members in good
standing provided that nominees are members of the
society and state their willingness to stand for
election.
The following three people are currently nominated
and have agreed to let their name stand for reelection:
• Randy Otto
• David Cronkhite
• David Kuprowsky
The following person is currently nominated and has
agreed to let his name stand for election:
• Tim Kane
The nominations committee is currently conducting
interviews with potential nominees. Please contact
any member of the committee if you are interested in
being nominated to the Board, or to present nominees
for the Board of Directors of the CBA.
• Barb Lucas – bglucas53@gmail.com
• Ruthild Ohl – ruthild.ohl@gmail.com
• Rosemary Cannon – racannon@shaw.ca
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"Doumac" - The Name Explained

By Tim Kane

By Roger Stonebanks

I remember the words so clearly. It was late
November, 2009. We’d just moved into our new
home on Sea Ridge Lane when two volunteers
knocked on our door
delivering a copy of
The Cordovan
newspaper (of course
it now has a mainly
digital distribution).
When I opened the
door, I heard,
“Welcome to Cordova
Bay.” That’s when I
learned of the
Cordova Bay
Tim Kane, New Public Relations
Association for
Chair for Cordova Bay
Community Affairs
(CBA). Today, I am
pleased to offer that same friendly welcome to the
many new members to the Association. Our
membership has now reached more than 700.

Parks and streets are often named after people. But
when they are named after two people - and it's a
blend of two names - an
explanation is helpful. So it is
with Doumac Avenue and
Doumac Park.

This is great news for our association because it
strengthens our voice as a community. Goodness
knows that voice is vital, given all that’s happening
around us.
Since that first knock on our door, my wife, Sheena
Pennie, and I have been members.
Today, as the newest member of the board (in the
role of Public Relations Director and Community
Liaison), I can share with you my first impressions.
Our members, your neighbours, are an impressive
group. I’ve been amazed by the volume of work that
the CBA volunteers undertake on our behalf. Many of
them have been volunteering here for years. Over
that time, they have developed expertise in so many
areas and knowledge of issues that continue to
depend on their input at the municipal and provincial
levels.
Their hard work and dedication to our community
help to maintain Cordova Bay’s reputation as a
fantastic place to live and do business. This is what
has impressed me the most. These people work day
and night as volunteers, with little thanks. They meet
with residents, businesses, municipal planners,
engineers and political leaders. They also meet with
traffic engineers, architects and more to shape the
future of our community to preserve and respect the
history and character of our beautiful Cordova Bay
community. If you haven’t yet joined the CBA, just
click here. It’s the best value in town:
www.cbasn.com/membership
BTW: Please follow us on Twitter @cordovabayaca
and on Facebook Cordova Bay.

The street and the park are
named after Fred Dougall
("Dou") and his friend and
business partner - Cordova Bay
pioneer George McMorran
("Mac"). They were partners in
Dougall & McMorran, a real
estate and brokerage business.
George McMorran was two
years old when he came to
Victoria with his parents,
Forest Trail at Doumac
growing up in Cordova Bay,
Park, Photo courtesy of
involving himself in many
projects as development grew Saanich Parks
towards Cordova Bay. He opened Canuck Tea Room,
which became McMorran's Tea Rooms, and then
McMorran's Beach House Restaurant. More recently, it
was sold to Kate Phoenix, demolished and built anew,
and opened in 2012 as today's Beach House Restaurant.
He also developed an auto court (now the site of
Cordova Bay Beach Estates) and Sea View Plaza
shopping centre. When the McMorran family sold the
restaurant property (four lots), the District of Saanich
bought the lot close to the Beach House Restaurant in
2010, named it McMorran Park and erected an
informative historic signboard.
Revans Creek flows through Doumac Park. It is named
for Charles Revans, a land speculator, who, in 1898
purchased Section 31 which stretched from Cordova
Bay Ridge to the sea. He subdivided some of the
section creating 25 small waterfront lots. George
McMorran and the McMorran family bought parts of the
lot below Lochside Drive. The creek's water is from
natural springs augmented by some storm water from
streets like Del Monte Avenue and Piedmont Gardens.
In 1990, a landslide in a storm plugged the culvert
under Lochside Drive, tearing the road apart. The road
was closed for three weeks for repairs. The creek
bed was restored and made secure with bales of rocks
that we see today, to keep it in place and to slow the
flow. A new culvert went under Lochside Drive and the
formerly-open creek below Lochside Drive was
culverted. The creek empties onto the beach just
south of Beach House Restaurant.
There is a good history of Cordova Bay (up to the 1980s
and the first Local Area Plan) - "Sea-Lake:
Recollections and History of Cordova Bay and Elk
Lake", written by Anne Pearson. It is in the Greater
Victoria Public Library. There is more local history
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available on the CBA website (www.cbasn.com) - go
to "Cordova Bay News" and then to "The Cordovan
Newsletter" and you will find issues of Spindrift from
1947 to 1958 and The Cordovan from 1976 to today.
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From the Archives
April, 1949
Municipal Queries
Question. How are properties assessed? Does the
locality make a difference in the assessment?

The Cordovan
Please plan to attend the Annual
General Meeting:
Wednesday, April 19 at 7:00 p.m.
Cordova Bay United Church, 813 Claremont
Ave.
Guest Speaker: Elizabeth May, MP for SaanichGulf Islands

Answer. The Saanich Assessor has a formula he uses
in assessing houses in order to assure himself that a
house in Royal Oak or Cordova Bay is given a value as
near as possible to a similar house in the Gorge or
any other area. The value is not necessarily based on
cost to construct or purchase price. In the case of
residential land waterfront property is compared
with other waterfront property and the general
desirability of adjacent property is also considered.
Question. How are taxes calculated?
Answer. Take the assessed value of your land and this
with 55% of the assessed value of your
“improvements” (building etc. ) gives a total on
which the mill rate as set for each year is applied.

Cordova Bay Association
Community Grants
The Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs
(CBA) raises funds for Cordova Bay non-profit
community groups and endeavours through its annual
Cordova Bay Day and memberships.
Past beneficiaries have included Claremont School,
Cordova Bay 55 Plus Association, Haliburton
Community Organic Farm Society, Cordova Bay Co-op
Preschool and Cordova Bay Soccer Club.
If you wish to apply for a grant towards a worthy
Cordova Bay-based project, please complete the CBA
Grant Application Form found on our website at
http://www.cbasn.com/community-donationsgrants/. Grant requests are evaluated year-round,
and typically range from $1,000 to $3,000 per
organization.

!

We hope you enjoy reading your copy of The
Cordovan. The next issue will be out in early June,
in time to announce Cordova Bay Day.
If you have suggestions for articles, drop us a line
at letter-to-editor@cbasn.com
In the meantime, please visit the Cordova Bay
Association website www.cbasn.com for news and
articles of interest.

!

Members will receive a reminder of the AGM prior to
the event. New members will be welcome to attend
as well.

What’s on the CBA Website
Have you checked in on the CBA website lately?
http://www.cbasn.com/
You’ll find a treasure trove of valuable information for
residents and visitors. The website is updated
continually by Gloria Wills, the CBA’s Community
Services Chair, and it’s your most up-to-date source for
what’s happening in our community.
Read up on news and events, and follow planning and
traffic developments. Discover how to support local
businesses or locate CBA board members. The website
contains many links to other useful sites, from
community grant applications to how to prepare for an
emergency. You can find back issues of the newsletter,
and even archived material as far back as 1947. It’s
like having the entire contents of a neighbourhood
library at your fingertips.
If you haven’t already done so, bookmark the CBA
website on your favourite device, and check it often.
Any suggestions are welcome to make the website
more useful to residents. You can contact Gloria
directly at Gloria Wills, g_wills@telus.net

!

The Cordovan is produced and distributed 3
times per year by the Cordova Bay Association
for Community Affairs. The opinions
expressed are not those of the Association
Board unless specifically stated.
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Page 7
!

The Cordovan

!

Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers
For more information please see the Business Directory on CBA’s website, http://www.cbasn.com/directory/.
From there you can visit each business’ site with a single click.
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