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We hope you enjoy reading 
your copy of The Cordovan. 
The next issue will be out in 
early October. If you have 

suggestions for articles, drop 
us a line at letter-to-
editor@cbasn.com.  

Have a wonderful summer! !

!!!!!
! !

Cordova Bay Day 
by Randy Otto and David Cronkhite 

This year’s Cordova Bay Day is shaping up to be bigger and better 
than ever.  

Events are taking place at various locations along Cordova Bay Road 
on Saturday, June 24 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.. 

At the time of 
writing, here’s 
what’s planned: 

Come check out the 
collector car show, police 
and fire vehicles at the Tru 
Value Plaza, and enjoy 
some barbecue with your 
friends and neighbours. 

Mattick’s Farm will feature 
merchant displays, a 
sidewalk sale, and the Red 
Barn Market’s  famous 
Barn-B-Que. 

Over the road at the Cordova Bay Golf Course, there will be live music plus 
more. 

At St. David’s church, kids can let off some steam on the inflatable dolphin, 
then get their faces painted, and take home balloon sculptures. As always 
there will be live music, games, plenty of display tables, yummy snacks and 

drinks for sale, and free popcorn. 

Speaking of displays, to celebrate this 
auspicious year, Canada’s 150th 
birthday, there will be no charge for 
use of tables! The usual fee is being 
waived for the sale of goods, to 
promote a cause or to provide 
information. There are 18 tables 
inside the church (tables and chairs 
supplied) and 15 spaces outside 
(b.y.o. table, chairs, umbrella, etc.) 
Spaces are limited, so contact David 
Cronkhite to book your space. Email 
cronkhite@shaw.ca or call 
778-265-1920. See you there!  

http://www.cbasn.com
http://www.cbasn.com
http://www.cbasn.com/index.php
mailto:letter-to-editor@cbasn.com
mailto:cronkhite@shaw.ca
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President's Corner  
By Larry Gontovnick, CBA President 

National Volunteer Week is an 
annual celebration observed in 
many countries, to promote and 
show appreciation for volunteerism 
and volunteering. In Canada it is 
organized by Volunteering Canada. 
April 23rd to 29th was this year’s 
National Volunteer Week. Volunteer 

efforts create a positive impact in our community 
and it is important that we recognize the volunteers 
that work for the well-being of our community. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
volunteers of the Cordova Bay Association for 
Community Affairs who dedicate their time, efforts 
and talent for the benefit and well-being of our 
community. 

Many thanks to: 

Cordovan Editor Debbie Sherwood and Team Members 
Ani Ariana, Chris Harbord, Julianne McCaffrey and 
Roger Stonebanks   

Trio Subcommittee members Alex Izett, Peter and 
Shannon Baillie and Jo-Ann Hopkins 

CBA Business Relations Representative Rick Whalley 

CBA Planning Committee member Allan Dakin 

CBA Traffic Committee members Graham Shorthill, 
Derek Hopkins, Malcolm Parslow, Doug Beale and 
Candace Nagy. 

Current members of the CBA Board of Directors 

Recently retired long-time CBA Board of Directors 
members Anthony Minniti and Graham Shorthill.  

I would also like to acknowledge the work of past 
board members and volunteers who have contributed 
to the CBA for the benefit of our community over the 
last several decades. 

The recipients of the 2nd Annual Cordova Bay 
Community Leadership Awards will be announced this 
June. Through this program, sponsored by the 
Saanich News, the Beach House Restaurant and 
several other local businesses, individuals and 
organizations are recognized for making a positive 
contribution to our community. 

Best wishes for a very enjoyable summer. !
The Cordovan is produced and distributed 3 times per 
year by the Cordova Bay Association for Community 
Affairs. The opinions expressed are not those of the 
Association Board unless specifically stated. 

Annual General Meeting 
By Barb Lucas 
The Annual General Meeting of the CBA was held on 
Wednesday, April 19 at the Cordova Bay United Church 
on Claremont Avenue.  Guest speaker Elizabeth May, 
Member of Parliament for Saanich – Gulf Islands, spoke 
about local and national issues to about 70 people in 
attendance, followed by a question and answer period.  
After a short break, annual reports were presented by 
Barb Lucas, Treasurer; Randy Otto, Membership; David 
Cronkhite, Co-chair, Planning; Graham Shorthill, 
Traffic; and Larry Gontovnick, President.    

This year the Nominations Committee presented a 
slate of nominees for five positions, each for a two-
year term and one position for a one-year term.   
There were two vacancies with Graham Shorthill 
stepping down, who has so capably spearheaded the 
community’s traffic issues over the past six years, and 
Anthony Minniti, who brought a wealth of experience 
in understanding planning proposals to the board.  
There was one nomination made from the floor for a 
two-year position, resulting in an election held.  

The results brought in the re-election of Randy Otto, 
David Cronkhite and David Kuprowsky, and the election 
of Tim Kane and Lynda Vallee, all for  two-year terms.  
David Mitton was elected by acclamation for a one-
year term. 

At the end of the AGM, a draw was held for four 
baskets, filled to overflowing with many wonderful 
items thanks to shoppers at Tru Value and Tru Value’s 
community awards program.   

The CBA board of directors for 2017: 

President:   Larry Gontovnick  !
1st Vice-President and  Public Relations Chair:  
    Tim Kane !
2nd Vice-President:   David Kuprowsky  !
Secretary:   Colleen Flynn  !
Treasurer:    Barb Lucas  !
Planning Co-Chairs:   Mary Lynn Reimer and
    David Cronkhite  !
Membership Chair:   Randy Otto  !
Traffic Co-Chairs:   Lynda Vallee and  
    Dave Mitton  !
Community Services Chair  
(Website):    Gloria Wills  !
You can find their contact email on the CBA website  
www.cbasn.com/board-of-directors/ 

http://www.cbasn.com/board-of-directors/
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Traffic Report 
By Dave Mitton and Lynda Vallee 

A new traffic 
committee has been 
formed, consisting of 
seven members, and 
chaired by Dave 
Mitton and Lynda 
Vallee. We are 
fortunate that Graham 
Shorthill, past 
community traffic 

chair, has agreed to continue on with this group. We 
look forward to working with him and learning about 
the history of the ongoing traffic concerns in Cordova 
Bay.  

And we have some good news to report via Graham -  
the Haliburton project,  improving access for 
southbound motorists from Haliburton onto the Pat 
Bay highway, survived the budget review and was 
approved earlier this month. Work will start in the 
fall. 

Much of the committee’s work will centre on  traffic 
concerns surrounding  several residential and 
commercial developments in the works: the Cordova 
Bay Plaza, two properties on Doumac, the Jawl plans 
for Sayward Hill, and the large redevelopment of the 
old Trio site by Aragon. Lots of work ahead for our 
committee. 

Planning Committee Report 
David Cronkhite and Mary Lynn Reimer 

There are a number 
of active planning 
applications in the 
Cordova Bay area, 
most of which 
propose to split large 
lots into smaller lots 
for family housing. 
We are reviewing 
these as they come 

up, and typically requesting developers get input 
from neighbours through public meetings. 

The two major development proposals, the Plaza Site 
(at 5120/5144 Cordova Bay Road) and the Aragon 
property (former Trio site at Fowler and Cordova Bay 
Road) have not released  anything new since the last 
issue of The Cordovan, but we are expecting some 
response from both of these very shortly. 

Since the Plaza developer proposed to work within 
existing zoning requirements (C-3 Shopping Centre), 
the CBA Board was limited to "form and character" 
concerns, and a number of which were submitted to 
the developer and the District of Saanich. The 
district’s planning department has also given the 

proponents some guidance, and the department is 
awaiting their response. 

Aragon has been working with the Cordova Bay 
Community Club to see if a recreation facility for the 
Badminton Club and the wider community could be 
accommodated as part of its development, which 
proposes 309 housing units and a small amount of 
commercial space. The developer has also sponsored 
an extensive traffic study, well beyond its boundaries, 
for Saanich's consideration. 

The CBA Board will urge these two developers to hold 
public meetings to share revised drawings when they 
are submitted. 

Also quiet has been the proposed four-storey, 25-unit 
condo at 986/990 Doumac. Saanich Council is waiting 
for the developer's go-ahead to schedule a public 
meeting prior to its consideration of the application. 

Please follow the CBA website www.cbasn.com/
planning/ for progress on these applications. 

CBA Membership 
By Randy Otto, Membership Chair 

Attention residents: if you have not 
yet purchased a membership to the 
Cordova Bay Association for 
Community Affairs, you can do so any 
time. The fee is $10 per household 
per year. Among the benefits, 
members receive email notices in 
advance of important events, such as 
all pre-election candidates’ meetings, 

and open houses or public forums pertaining to major 
developments in our community. Be an informed 
resident of your community. And all it takes is $10 per 
year. You can obtain an application here 
www.cbasn.com/membership 

For more information, contact me - cbamail@shaw.ca 

All Candidates’ Meeting 
By Barb Lucas 
Over 300 people came out on April 26 to the All 
Candidates Meeting at the Claremont Ridge Theatre 
which was jointly sponsored by  Blenkinsop Valley 
Community Association, Broadmead Area Residents’ 
Association and Cordova Bay Association For 
Community Affairs.  The capacity crowd came to hear 
from the five candidates for the Saanich South riding 
in the 2017 provincial election: Lana Popham, NDP 
Party, incumbent;  Dave Calder, Liberal Party;  Mark 
Neufeld, Green Party; Alex McLean, Libertarian Party; 
and Richard Pattee, Vancouver Island Party.   

The candidates responded to three pre-set questions 
from the host Community Associations and then open 
questions from the audience.  Thanks to the 
candidates for remaining after the 9 p.m. close of the 
event to continue to speak with and answer questions 
from attendees.   

http://www.cbasn.com/planning/
http://www.cbasn.com/membership
mailto:cbamail@shaw.ca


!
Page !   The Cordovan4

Walema Ave. - Another Acronym 
By Roger Stonebanks 
Walema Avenue, like Doumac Avenue (Cordovan, 
Winter 2017), is a composite name with historical 
connections. 

The street, which exists separately on both the ridge 
and the village areas of Cordova Bay, was named 
after three of the children of James Rutherford 
Carmichael (1857-1949) and his wife Marianne 
(1858-1930), both born in Scotland. The three 
children were - Wally, Esther and Mary - resulting in 
WAL-E-MA. 

Carmichael bought Section 32, comprising 83 acres, 
from James Pursey in 1886. Pursey had cleared the 
trees close to the sea and built a home and 
established a farm. Carmichael cleared trees on the 
higher land with Chinese labour and farmed the land 
as well as logging it.  

He went on to be Saanich's first municipal assessor 
(1906-1916) after Saanich incorporated as a district 
municipality in 1906 and he was the second municipal 
clerk (1907-1913). The Carmichaels moved to Oak Bay 
in 1916. Their Cordova Bay home remains at 944 
Walema Avenue - "The Cedars." 

 For more information about Cordova Bay, consult 
Saanich Archives and turn to Anne Pearson's book (it's 
in the Greater Victoria Public Library) - "Sea-Lake: 
Recollections of Cordova Bay and Elk Lake."  

The Buzz in Business 

A Box of Goodness from Your Local Community 
Organic Farm 

Did you know you had certified organic farm produce 
on your doorstep? Haliburton Community Organic 
Farm’s annual subscription-based food box started on 
May 17 and lets you collect a weekly basket of  
locally grown produce every Wednesday.  

The program is very popular and some subscribers 
have been with it since its beginnings in 2009. The 
program is a form of community supported 
agriculture”  which provides farmers  a stable base 
income to allow them to buy seeds and plan their 
growing season, and gives subscribers a chance to 
see, quite literally, where their food comes from. 

The Haliburton Farm food box is offered in two 
subscriptions, Spring and Summer, covering the entire 
growing season from May through October. The Spring 
food box ($20/week) runs for six weeks and features 
early-harvested veggies, typically including lots of 
salad and braising greens, young carrots, cucumbers, 
salad onions, and green garlic; early strawberries are 
possible too, depending on the weather.  

The Summer box starts June 14, costs $28 per week 
and runs until October 25. It includes more variety 

and a larger selection of item, such as radishes, leeks, 
lettuces, potatoes, zucchini, berries through to apples, 
pears and winter squash. For more details about the 
program visit haliburtonfarm.org/food-box/ 

Promenading to Alaska 
A common sight facing east is to a spot cruise ship 
gliding along the horizon enroute to Alaska. On one 
such journey recently, the passengers danced, quite 
literally, up through the Inside Passage, aboard the 
ship, Celebrity-Infinity. The trip was organized by 
California music producer, Gold Wing Records, for 

aficionados of 
square dancing. 
Instructing 
passengers to 
allemande left, 
circle right and 
rollaway was 
Cordova Bay 
resident, Lorne 
Clayton. Lorne has 
been square dancing 
since 1991 and got 
his start calling out 
dance cues shortly 
after taking up the 
dance form. 

In 2005, following 
the devastating 
Hurricane Katrina, 
some American 
callers wanted to do 
their part towards 

relief efforts by producing a record, with all the 
proceeds going to aid.   

“I was one of the few Canadian callers that they sort 
of knew, and they wanted it to be an international 
event,” said Lorne. “We got together, we went to 
Nashville and we recorded ‘When the Saints Go 
Marching In’ as a fundraiser.” The song brought in 
more than $100,000. 

It also led to Lorne becoming discovered, and 
contracted, by two studios who produce square dance 
recordings, Fine Tune/Gold Wing Productions out of 
California and Shindig Productions in South Africa. 

Lorne and his wife, Barbara are the Caller Couple for 
the local Maverick’s Square Dance club.  

If you want to give square dancing a try, there are two 
intro classes coming up on Sunday, September 17 and 
24, at the Royal Oak Community Hall. The events are 
free, and begin at 7:30 sharp. They are open to 
everyone over age 14, and singles are welcome.  

For more information contact Barbara and Lorne at 
250-658-2747, email them at 
clayton@ieccorporate.com or meet them in person at 
Cordova Bay Day.  

http://haliburtonfarm.org/food-box/
mailto:clayton@ieccorporate.com
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers  

For more information please see the Business Directory on CBA’s website, www.cbasn.com/directory/. From 
there you can visit each business’ site with a single click.  !
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