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Whether it is performing sea rescues, providing service with a smile, guiding
activities for local Scout troops, teaching skills on the water or providing
loving care for the community’s next generation, the Cordova Bay
Community Leadership Awards had your bases covered.

President:
cba.president@cbasn.com

The winners were celebrated Wednesday at the Beach House restaurant on a
gorgeous night filled with a host of culinary delicacies to enjoy while
overlooking the inviting waters of Cordova Bay.

Membership:
cbamail@shaw.ca
Advertisements: cbaadvertising@cbasn.com
Website: www.cbasn.com
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Cordova Bay Leadership Awards Recognize
Community Spirit

!

The Cordovan is produced and
distributed 3 times per year by
the Cordova Bay Association
for Community Affairs. The
opinions expressed are not
those of the Association Board
unless specifically stated.

The second annual awards – sponsored by the Saanich News and Cordova Bay
Association for Community Affairs – were presented to Swimfit instructor
Bruce Regensburg (coach/mentor), Bonita Jeanpierre with the Canada Post
outlet in the IDA Pharmacy (employee), longtime Scouting supporter Beth
Sangara (adult volunteer), ski patroller, sea rescue crew member, Scouts
Venturer leader and all-around wonderkid Ford Smith (youth volunteer), and
irreplaceable community fixture Cordova Bay Preschool (community group).
Original story in the June 22 Saanich News: www.saanichnews.com/
community/cordova-bay-leadership-awards-recognize-community-spirit/

Cordova Bay Community Association Board

!

We hope you enjoy reading
your copy of The Cordovan.
The next issue will be out in
February. If you have
suggestions for articles, drop
us a line at letter-toeditor@cbasn.com
In the meantime, please visit
the Cordova Bay Association
website www.cbasn.com for
news and articles of interest.

Top row: Dave Mitton, David Cronkhite, Gloria Wills, Randy Otto, Barb Lucas
Bottom row: Larry Gontovnick, Lynda Vallee, Colleen Flynn , Tim Kane
(Missing Mary Lynn Reimer and David Kuprowsky)
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Traffic Report

By Larry Gontovnick, CBA President

By Dave Mitton and Lynda Vallee

I hope you had a wonderful summer
and are enjoying the fall season.
With the Doumac, Plaza and Aragon
development applications, Cordova
Bay is embroiled in the midst of the
Saanich-wide debate about
densification within the Urban
Containment Boundary, pitting neighbor against
neighbor as to what is best for our community.
The Saanich Official Community Plan (OCP), updated
in July 2008, adheres to an Urban Containment
Boundary that limits urban sprawl and envisions
development with greater density in centres and
villages. Cordova Bay Village is one such village
described in the OCP. In villages, the OCP
contemplates low rise 3-4 storey residential and
mixed retail-residential buildings.
On the other hand, the Cordova Bay Local Area Plan
(LAP), last updated in October 1998, and the
Development Permit Area (DPA) guidelines for the
Cordova Bay Village, offer a different set of
guidelines, with an emphasis on maintaining the form
and character of the existing village. As an example,
the DPA guidelines for the Cordova Bay Village state,
“Generally, new buildings should not exceed 7.5
meters in height, except on the site in the extreme
southwest corner of the area, higher buildings may
be considered provided that adequate setbacks are
maintained to prevent overshadowing of adjacent
single-family dwellings.”
This apparent conflict of views and guidelines will
continue to be debated with individual applications
in front of Council at Committee of the Whole and
Public Hearings until updated LAPs become more
congruent with the OCP.
Over the years, Cordova Bay has evolved from
pristine forest, to farmland with small summer
cottages along the waterfront, then to widespread
developments of modest single-family homes, then to
an array of larger multi-storey homes throughout the
community, and then to include several townhouse
and condominium complexes in the Village, Sayward
Hill and Mattick’s Farm. And Cordova Bay will
continue to evolve.

Fall is definitely in the
air and the days of
summer are fading
quickly. September
brings many colours to
our neighbourhood and
children on their way to
school. With this in
mind, this is a gentle
reminder that school zones are again in effect
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. school days.
We are happy to see the Saanich police have been out
ticketing speeders that are exceeding the speed limits
on our streets. We greatly appreciate their support in
ensuring the 40 km speed limit along Cordova Bay
Roads and the 30 km schools and parks zones are
enforced.
As the traffic committee for the Cordova Bay
Association, we have been receiving emails and
feedback from our community members about their
traffic concerns in our neighbourhoods. These will be
front and center as we move into updating our local
area plan (LAP) and will be part of our expectations of
Saanich to ensure that those walking, cycling or driving
can do so safely.
There have been many concerns about the increased
traffic and this has resulted in an expanded CBA traffic
committee of nine concerned residents who represent
all areas of Cordova Bay.
In the short term, we are working on a lit crosswalk
between Doris Page and Cordova Bay Park and beach
access. This will help ensure that those using these
community assets can do so in a safe manner. As well,
we are working on safe access for school children
along Parker/Fenn Roads to Cordova Bay Elementary.
We are also exploring the cost and possibility of
putting up at least two flashing “Your Speed” signs
along Cordova Bay Road to make motorist aware of
how fast they are going.
Over the next few months, we’ll be working on an
integrated traffic plan to ensure those living or visiting
can navigate our beautiful community safely. We
would like to receive your input before submitting the
plan to Saanich for their feedback so stay tuned for
opportunities to do so.

Each development application splits the community,
as we see at Saanich Council Committee of the Whole
Meetings and Public Hearings between accepting and
rejecting densification and the extent of
densification.

We were very pleased to receive notification from MLA
Lana Popham that there will be an advance left turn
signal installed at Haliburton and the Pat Bay Highway.
This should be completed by early November and
eliminate the long wait turning south.

We all have a voice in the development application
process, we should respect each other’s opinions, and
ultimately Saanich Council will decide on the fate of
each application.

It seems the plaza may be ramping up in the near
future which will likely put great pressure on the
intersection of Doumac/Cordova Bay Roads. We are
very mindful of this and encourage those affected by
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this development to be in touch with ideas on how
they see the traffic being managed.

!

In closing, we would like thank our fellow committee
members for volunteering their time and expertise in
working together and collaboratively with Saanich to
ensure that Cordova Bay roads are safe for all.
Lynda Vallee,
Co Chair - Traffic
lyndavallee1@gmail.com

!

Dave Mitton
Co Chair - Traffic
davemitton6@gmail.com

Planning Committee Report
David Cronkhite and Mary Lynn Reimer
Development activity
continues at a busy
pace in Cordova Bay,
as the Greater
Victoria area
experiences active
growth and increasing
residential housing
prices.
The Plaza redevelopment proposal on 5120/5144
Cordova Bay Road currently consists of 91 condos and
ground floor commercial space. This proposal has
seen an Open House, several community meetings
and Saanich staff input. It is being submitted as an
amendment to the Development Permit approved in
1999 under the existing zoning that was established
in 1962, with no variances requested.
The CBA submitted a long list of concerns under the
heading of “Form and Character,’’ which is under the
category allowed. The CBA’s position had been not to
support the originally- proposed design as it had been
shown. More details from the developer were made
public at the September 21 meeting at Claremont
School and a number of changes were noted. The
developer will now make an application to Saanich
Planning and the CBA will be asked for its position at
a later date.
Adjacent to the Plaza site is proposed a 25-unit
condo project on 986/900 Doumac. Like the Plaza, it
is being applied for as a four-storey building. This
project requires rezoning by Saanich and on
September 12, the developer was before Council at a
Public Hearing. Due to the large number of parties
wishing to speak to this matter, the hearing will be
continued at a later date. The CBA originally offered
no objection, with comments to this proposal as it
related to the Official Community Plan. However,
with the subsequent plaza redevelopment proposal,
the CBA has written to Saanich asking for more
information relating to traffic concerns and that the
developers’ funds to the Amenities Fund be used in
the community.
Since the last Cordovan was published, 5117 Del
Monte Avenue was approved by Council with four

houses and approximately 50% of the site was donated
to Saanich as park land. A second development is being
proposed at 5197 Del Monte Avenue. An open house has
been held. Of note, this developer is proposing five
homes with a low environmental impact.
The Aragon proposal at the corner of Cordova Bay and
Fowler Roads continues to be studied by the
Developer. There has been discussion with Aragon and
the Cordova Bay Community Club about having the
club relocate to the Aragon site and build a new public
facility that would include several spaces for other
recreational activities.
Saanich Council has directed staff to update the Local
Area Plan for Cordova Bay and Cadboro Bay as number
one on their priority list. This is now underway after
much lobbying by the CBA and area residents. Projects
proposed before the LAP is updated will be reviewed
using the existing plan.
There are a number of other proposed developments
in Cordova Bay and affected residents are encouraged
to contact the CBA and Saanich Planning with their
questions, concerns or support.
For more information, please see ‘Being in the Know’
elsewhere in this newsletter.

CBA Membership
By Randy Otto, Membership Chair
The CBA Drop Box, formerly located
at the Super Duper Store, can now be
found at the Cordova Bay Pharmacy,
at 5166 Cordova Bay Road. The CBA
notice board still stands at the Plaza,
however we are looking for a new
location for it until the development
is completed.
The Association currently has 712
members, and 136 renewal notices were sent in
September. Don’t let your membership lapse – please
keep your membership active. Thanks!

McMinn Park Update
Article and photos courtesy of Saanich Department
of Parks and Recreation
Construction of Phase 1 has been under way for several
months. Currently the
playground equipment
is being installed, and
the zipline area is
being prepared for
poured in place
rubber surfacing. The
compacted granular
base for the new
asphalt walkways is
ready and waiting for asphalt paving.
The new sport court and pickleball courts were paved
on Sept 18. Asphalt has to cure for 2-4 weeks before
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new acrylic surface is applied on the pickleball court.
Depending on the weather/temperatures, the surface
will be installed either in October or next spring.
Installation of fencing on pickleball court and sports
court is starting in early October Basketball poles
have been installed. Concrete slabs for benches and
picnic tables are being installed in early October.

!

Sewer and water
connections for next
year’s washroom
building are
complete. We’ll soon
be installing the
conduit for hydro,
which requires the
entrance to the
parking lot to be cut.
Drainage in the south
field is complete, and the balance will be installed in
the next month. Irrigation will be installed before
final grading and landscaping work is done later this
fall.
Construction fencing can be expected to come down
at the end of October/beginning of November.
Depending on the weather in October, acrylic
surfacing for the pickleball court might have be
completed next year.
Phase 2 will be completed next year including the
washroom and small bike-skills area. The biking area
will be an exciting project, and we look forward to
working with the community to design and build it.
(See the proposed concept plan on the Saanich
website under Parks/Projects in Parks.)

Remembering Mike Doyle
By Kegan Doyle
Mike Doyle has passed away. In the
1970s and 1980s, Mike and his
then-wife Doran Doyle were deeply
engaged citizens of Cordova Bay,
who left a lasting impact on the
area. It was at the Doyle home on
Helvetia Crescent that the Cordova
Bay Association first formed in
1976 and it was there too that the
first editions of The Cordovan
were put together. Mike chaired
the first meeting of the CBA and
later would go on to become the association’s first
president. The driving force behind the CBA in those
days, as Mike well knew, was a special group of
creative, intelligent, and committed stay-at-home
mothers, including, Doran, Jill Horodyski, Gwen
MacPherson, and Ann Moffatt.
The CBA came together initially to fight against the
development of agricultural land north of Mattick’s

Farm. Its focus soon broadened, and it became a
vibrant part of the Cordova Bay community. A writer
and an English professor at UVIC, Mike used his
considerable skills with the language to speak out on
behalf of Cordova Bay, both in letters to the editor and
at Saanich Council meetings.
As more and more community members became
involved in planning issues, Mike was able to step back
from his role in the CBA in the early eighties and focus
more on provincial politics and on his first love,
poetry. Over the years, he wrote seventeen books,
and several of his best poems from the 70s and 80s
refer to the lovely environs of Cordova Bay. He died
peacefully on December 28, 2016, in Royal Jubilee
Hospital, at the age of 88.

You can see it coming-Construction.
By Tim Kane
If you haven’t yet realized it, Cordova Bay has become
a hotbed for development. There is little evidence
today of a building boom, but it is coming to a
neighbourhood near you. We haven’t yet felt the pain
that inevitably is coming our way.
You know, the side streets lined with the pickup trucks
of the construction workers, the giant machinery
blocking the roads, the jack hammers pounding and
the explosives blasting out our community’s future.
This activity is going to test us. As a larger community,
Cordova Bay hasn’t witnessed the level of proposed
activity since the Mattick’s Farm/Sayward
developments. Therefore, many of us will be
unaccustomed to the disruption that is about to befall
us.
This next 5 – 10 years will test our patience. I’m
reminded of the adage “no pain, no gain.” Oh, it’s
going to hurt! But will it be worth effort?
This former tiny beach and cottage enclave is now one
of the most desirable residential communities in the
region. (Sorry, we got here first.)
The CBA is working virtually every day of the week to
ensure that Cordova Bay remains a great place to live,
even during a future construction boom. That's not an
easy task even for this diligent and committed group
of volunteers. But they get it done, guided by a keen
sense of community spirit that is respectful to all.
These people haven't always had that respect returned
to them, and that is very disappointing. But your
association will continue to hear from all community
members regardless of whether they have an official
membership in the CBA or not.
I know that when residents have concerns and ideas,
they are heard by the CBA. And those perspectives are
shared with all those who need to hear our voices.
Together we are stronger and louder. Our impact on
the plans for the Cordova Bay Plaza is clearly proof of
that fact. Good work everyone!
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Hidden Beauty

Cordova Bay Day 2017

By Roger Stonebanks

Submitted by the Cordova Bay Day 2017
Committee: Larry Gontovnick, Rick Whalley, David
Cronkhite, Colleen Flynn, Tim Kane and Randy Otto
(Chair)

!

There is a gem of a public park hidden at the end of
Westbury Road in Cordova Bay. It's called Story Lane
Park. But you would never know it is there.
Westbury Road ends at "Story
Lane Estates, Private Road."
This is an L-shaped
development with four
houses. At the end of the
lane is a basketball hoop. And
beyond that is a wooded area
- that is Story Lane Park. The
park adjoins Haliburton Farm
(owned by Saanich) to the
north and the Royal Oak
Burial Park (co-owned by
Saanich and Victoria) to the
south, both of which are wooded at the boundary,
and private property to the west.
There is no obvious entry and no park sign at Story
Lane. The District of Saanich describes it thus on its
website - "Location: Story Lane. Amenities: Green
Space. About the Park: Undeveloped park in its
natural state with limited or no public access at this
time."
I know it is a "gem" because before the Story Lane
housing development, around 15 years ago, I twice
walked through it. That was then. Today, I am told, it
is, as Saanich states, "in its natural state." But it
is, practically, inaccessible. It is reportedly rough,
essentially unwalkable, and there are no paths. There
are a lot of low vines and thick underbrush.
Here's the history of Story Lane Park, in brief:
The suburban forest area was donated to Saanich by
developer Bruce Story more than 10 years ago and
made a public park by Saanich. This was preceded by
a three-year battle over initial plans by Story for a
10-lot subdivision with no community amenities.
This ended in compromise in 2005. Story got four
houses from council instead of the sought-after 10.
And the public got what was then described as 2.9
acres or 1.17 hectares as a park in the area that was
destined for the other six houses. For free.
And so, what now, 12 years later? Gary Darrah,
manager of parks planning, design and construction
at Saanich Parks, told The Cordovan: "We have
included it in our multi-year ID sign strategy but is
rated as a low priority based on evaluation criteria.
The only access is off the end of Story Lane but
there's no developed path access into the site.
Current status is as noted on our website. While the
signage is not on any existing work plans, it doesn't
mean we couldn't consider it in the future."

!

The 14th annual Cordova Bay Day, held on Saturday,

June 24th, 2017, was a wonderful community event
with well over 2,000
attendees having an
enjoyable time on a sunny
and pleasant summer day.
This year’s event was held
at St. David by the Sea
Anglican Church, with
activities also happening
at the Cordova Bay Plaza,
Mattick’s Farm and
Cordova Bay Golf Course.
At St. David by the Sea Anglican Church, there was a
market-place of local vendors and businesses, crafts,
information displays from Saanich Fire, Saanich Police
and several other organizations,
live music by the band “And
Then There Was”, baked goods
from the Cordova Bay PreSchool, BBQ hot dogs and baked
goods by the Victoria German
School, free popcorn, and kids
entertainment (inflatable
dolphin, face painting and
balloon twisting).
At The Plaza, there was a Scotia
Bank fundraising BBQ, a British
and Classic car show, a vintage
Saanich police car and a modern Saanich fire truck.
Mattick’s Farm featured mini-golf, live music, art
exhibitions, and a sidewalk sale. The Cordova Bay Golf
Course featured live music, free golf tips at the driving
range, restaurant, bar and snack shop.
A number of Cordova Bay residents signed up as new
members of the Association at our membership tables
at The Plaza and St. David’s. It was great to see so
many Cordova Bay residents, as well as visitors from
other communities in the Capital Region District, at
our community celebration.
Many thanks to the following people and businesses for
their generous donations, sponsorships and support:
St. David’s Church, The Century Group, Saanich
News, Lana Popham, Scotia Bank, Cordova Bay PreSchool, Cordova Bay 55+, Mattick’s Farm, Cordova
Bay Golf Course, “And Then There Was”, The British
Car Club, The Classic Car Club, Rick Whalley and the
CBA Board of Directors.
We look forward to seeing everybody again at Cordova
Bay Day 2018.
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Being in the Know

From the Archives, August, 1978

By Debbie Sherwood

Encyclopedias Anyone?
Needed, by Claremont School – set of old
encyclopedias! If you have, or know of, a set that is no
longer being put to good use, please remember the
students at your local high school. Many courses such
as Civilization 12 and Social Studies 10 do not require
books with up-to-date statistics. Rather, they
concentrate on ancient history, art, architecture,
literature, etc. For further information, please contact
Mrs. Voth, Claremont Librarian or phone the school any
time after August 28th.

!

If you’re reading this newsletter, congratulations,
you’re making an effort to find out what’s going on in
your community, and being an informed resident.
Information is key in today's world and there are
many ways to keep up on issues that are affecting our
neighbourhood. Here are some other options:
CBA website – frequently updated and your most upto-date source for what’s happening in Cordova Bay.
The website’s pages contain lots of useful
information, and links to many more sources.
www.cbasn.com (Tip! Bookmark this link and visit
often.)
CBA Membership – members receive email notices in
advance of important events, such as CBA-sponsored
events, plus open houses or public forums pertaining
to major developments. For more information,
contact cbamail@shaw.ca
CBA Social Media – Find us on FaceBook and Twitter
Other news sources – Saanich News
www.saanichnews.com and Saanich Voice Online
www.saanichvoiceonline.ca (Cordova Bay resident
Roger Stonebanks is a regular contributor to this
publication.)
District of Saanich website – a veritable
encyclopaedia of all things Saanich, at your fingertips
– www.saanich.ca. To home in on land developments
in Cordova Bay, use this link:
Active Developments in Cordova Bay.
If your computer is in the shop, or you simply don’t
turn to electronics for news and info but still want to
stay on top of development activity or express an
opinion, here are some low-tech/non-tech options:
Phone – 250-475-5471 (Saanich Development
Permits, Rezones and Subdivisions)
Visit – 3rd Floor, 770 Vernon Avenue, weekdays
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Write – District of Saanich, 770 Vernon Ave,
Saanich BC V8X 2W7, attn: Planning
Department

!

!

The Great Cordova Bay Barbecue was not a total
flop. It seemed that our festival was doomed to go the
way of the Tall Ships because so many key people were
called out of town. On the day, June 24th, somebody
counted up to 80 people who visited at the Agate Lane
beach entrance, and one person even postponed an
engagement in Bellingham to be able to attend. A bonfire was built with unexpected help of some
teenagers, hibachis eventually got hot, popcorn
popped, and bangers*, mushrooms, etc. were enjoyed.
As this was such a relaxed, pleasant and easy-toarrange get-together for neighbours, we hope to
repeat the beach barbecue idea along with other
social festive occasions such as Fondue Night,
Hallowe’en-in-the-fields, and Carol Singing in the
Streets?
(*English for sausages!)

Elk Lake in Winter
By Mike Doyle

In grey mud's slap & ooze
heavy-planted, he gazes
towards the opaque
slateblue lake water
darker even than her
presence; watches a bird,
unidentified, fly low,
close to the slow ripple,
another soft grey shape
join it, to make a pair
of moving, curving silhouettes
against pale sky. Even the traffic
moving south along one shore
flows on in shapely rhythm.

!

Soothed, he feels
married, to reed & water,
stone, sky, & feather.

!
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers
For more information please see the Business Directory on CBA’s website, www.cbasn.com/directory/. From
there you can visit each business’ site with a single click.
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