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Cordova Bay
Annual General Meeting
will be Wednesday,
April 18, 7 p.m.
at the Cordova Bay
United Church.

!!
Save the date:

Cordova Bay Day is
Saturday, June 23, from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. More
details in the next issue
of The Cordovan, and
on the CBA Website
www.cbasn.com

!

The Cordovan is produced and
distributed 3 times per year by
the Cordova Bay Association
for Community Affairs. The
opinions expressed are not
those of the Association Board
unless specifically stated.
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A Few Words About SCAN, the Saanich Community
Association Network
By David Kuprowski, CBA representative to SCAN
The Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs (CBA) is one of 18
community organizations in Saanich. Opportunities are available for
representatives from across Saanich to regularly gather, discuss and learn
about issues specific to each community, or issues we have in common. This
“umbrella” organization is SCAN, Saanich Community Association Network.
SCAN meets on the first Wednesday of each month, at 7 p.m. in the Kirby
Room at the Saanich Police station, with the exception of July and August.
The issues we discuss deal with land use and traffic, economic, social, and
environmental issues.
All the participants are volunteer representatives, the meetings are
informal, usually consisting of round table discussions about what is
happening in our respective associations. Nearly all meetings feature a guest
speaker, presenting insight into topics such as transit, policing, youth
employment, and social media as it relates to community association
communication.
Saanich residents are welcome to attend SCAN meetings. The next meeting is
Wednesday, March 7, from 7-9 p.m. The District of Saanich is updating its
Development Cost Charges bylaw and invites the public, developers and
other stakeholders to learn more about the process. Guest presenters will be
professional planners Dan Huang and Shaun Heffernan from Urban Systems.
For more information about SCAN, please visit the COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
OPPORTUNITES page at the District of Saanich website, www.saanich.ca.

CBA Annual General Meeting & Board Nominations
By Barb Lucas and Larry Gontovnick
The 2018 AGM will be held on Wednesday, April 18, 7:00 pm at the Cordova
Bay United Church. Guest Speaker is Pam Hartling from Saanich Planning who
will talk about the Cordova Bay Local Area Plan update process. Financial,
Planning, Transportation and other reports will be presented.
Six positions are open for election or re-election on the Board of Directors
for a two-year term. Any nominees wishing to run for election must firstly be
a member in good standing of the Cordova Bay Association for Community
Affairs. Nominations may also be made from the floor of the Annual General
Meeting by any two members in good standing provided that nominees are
members of the CBA and state their willingness to stand for election.
Please contact Tim Kane, Nominations Chair at fivebillionchannels@yahoo.ca
if you are interested in being nominated to the Board, or to present
nominees for the Board of Directors of the Cordova Bay Association for
Community Affairs.
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President's Corner
By Larry Gontovnick, CBA President
The Cordova Bay Association for
Community Affairs (CBA) was
formed in 1976. The CBA has grown
steadily over the past 40+ years and
today has about 800 members.
However, that is but a small fraction
of the total number of Cordova Bay
residents.

redevelopment of the site is welcomed, but many
objected to the height and character of the buildings
proposed, as well as to the traffic impacts. The
Development Permit was approved by Council on
January 29,and demolition of the old building is
underway. The CBA will continue to work with Saanich
to address potential traffic issues.
The proposal for 986/900 Doumac, across the street
from the Plaza site, was stayed by Council, and cannot
be reconsidered for six months from that decision
date.

One of the key benefits of CBA membership is being
kept informed about important developments and
issues that impact our community. The most recent
example is the proposed redevelopment of the
Cordova Bay Plaza. From the first open house held by
the developer in September 2016 through to Saanich
Council’s decision at Committee of the Whole on
January 29, 2018 to approve the application, the CBA
has kept the membership informed all along the way
via emails, postings on the CBA’s website and
Facebook page, as well as articles in The Cordovan
newsletter. And, the CBA will continue to keep the
membership informed of the project’s progress.

The Aragon proposal for the Trio lands at Cordova Bay
Road and Fowler is under redesign, and will likely be
presented to public open houses in a few months.
Meanwhile, the developers are finalizing a permit to
bring a large amount of fill to the property.

However, our email communications to our
membership reach but a small proportion of the
residents in our community. Through the media, the
CBA and Saanich websites, communications from
other groups in our community, or by word of mouth,
many other Cordova Bay residents kept up to date
with the news about the proposed Plaza
redevelopment plans.

Another subdivision, from one into two lots at 759
Helvetia Crescent, was approved by Saanich Council at
its January 23rd Public Hearing.

I was quite surprised to hear, at the public input
session of the January Committee of the Whole
meeting, that several Cordova Bay residents who
presented stated that they were only recently made
aware of the redevelopment plans for the Plaza.

In addition to responding to these proposed changes,
several CBA Board members and an area group have
organized meetings to identify possible sites for
affordable housing. There are many variations of
“affordable housing”, from heavily subsidized to
market value. The latter could provide homes for
workers serving our neighborhood.

It is important as a member of the community to stay
informed of new developments and issues affecting
our community and to express your opinions to the
CBA and Saanich. Becoming a CBA member is an
excellent way of staying informed so you can make
your opinion count in a timely manner on
developments and issues that matter to you and the
community.

A proposal to subdivide 5147 Del Monte into four lots
was presented to the CBA at the January meeting. A
presentation to subdivide 5197 Del Monte into five lots
has also been made. These would be sold as bare lots,
with legal undertakings to have the eventual homes
meet exceptional green standards (step 5). The
proponent has held an open house for the
neighbourhood.

We note that the eight storey Pinnacle at Hill Rise is
well out of the ground and is likely to take form
quickly. This development was approved by Council in
2008.

Planning Committee Report

The CBA is preparing for the imminent project to
update our Local Area Plan. Our Board has appointed
two members to the Advisory Board organized by
Saanich to encourage fulsome community participation
in the process. Please consult CBASN.com from time
to time for updates on this important initiative, so you
can be part of the future direction of our community’s
development.

Mary Lynn Reimer and David Cronkhite

Transportation Report

During recent months,
we have seen many
development proposals,
the most noteworthy of
which was the proposal
for the redevelopment of
the Plaza at 5120/5144
Cordova Bay Road. The
CBA believes

By Lynda Vallee and Dave Mitton
The first thing to note is our
change of name. One of our
committee members
advised of the negative
connotations of the word
“traffic”, and the
committee and CBA Board
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being implemented. It was a pleasant meeting and
Lynda an Dave look forward to more such.

It’s good to see Saanich Police working hard with
available staff to enforce the 40 km/hr and 30 km/hr
limits along Cordova Bay Road.

Pam Hartling: the Saanich Community Planner, has
advised us that $6 million has been allocated for
Cordova Bay Rd improvements. We will be following up
on this. Pam also asked for CBAs input to a survey she
has been asked to do by Saanich Engineering to review
her counts for vehicular, and bicycle numbers on
“collector”, “major” or some “residential” routes.
Dave and Lynda looked at the data Pam provided, and
made a couple of suggestions for counts added on Del
Monte and Sunnymead Way. Pam provided a traffic
Survey map, highlighting all the currently surveyed
roads.

Well winter is definitely here with its longer periods
of darkness and much rain, wind and intermittent
sunshine. This a reminder to note the posted speed
limits, especially in the 30 km/hr limits in the school
and park stretches of Cordova Bay Road.

Some developments we are anticipating this year and
next:
Haliburton:
This area has some improvements planned for this
year and 2019. The sidewalk on the north side will be
extended from Haliburton Terrace, down the hill and
around the north east corner to the bus stop. Other
curb and concrete improvements up the hill, past Del
Monte to Wesley.
Ashley Foster, Saanich Engineering, kindly provided
Dave M with plans for all this, and she stressed were
not firmed up yet.
Cordova Bay Rd/Fenn/Parker: Saanich has opened a
file for this much-used stretch.
Any complaints/comments: use file #220400 if
contacting Saanich engineering.
Doris Page Park crosswalk to Cordova Bay Park and
the beach: Saanich has also opened a file on this
dangerous crossing, but they will defer this to the
Local Area Plan for Cordova Bay, now being updated.
Work for this LAP committee will begin soon, Pam
Hartling, Saanich Community Planner, heading it.
Meeting Harley Machielse, Director of Engineering,
and Troy McKay, Manager of Transportation and
Development: on February 18 co-chairs Lynda Vallee
and Dave Mitton of CBA Transportation Committee,
joined by Colin Millard of Cordova Bay Village Vision
Group accepted the invitation of the two Saanich
gentlemen, to discuss possible “Speed Reader
Boards”, digital traffic speed indicators. Colin
brought handouts of possible ones he saw in the UK.
Our Transportation Committee has discussed these
units as one way to calm traffic down to posted
speeds. Co-chair Dave has submitted an application
for Neighbourhood Matched Project Grant of $3,000.
Our intentions are to obtain perhaps two of these
Speed Reader Boards located at strategic spots along
Cordova Bay Rd. More work is needed to contact
Saanich Police about this. Troy provided us with a
“Traffic Volume Map, 2017”, showing 24-hour motor
vehicle count, average weekly volume. It’s too big to
copy (about the size of six 8.5 x 11), showing Cordova
Bay and neighbouring regions. Lynda and Dave left
this meeting feeling importance of getting assigned
Saanich project numbers, and that there’s much to
learn about how transportation concerns are long in

CBA Membership
By Randy Otto, Membership Chair
Thanks to Mattick’s Farm we have a
new Notice Board on the wall of Red
Barn Market where the paper/magazine
racks sit (across from Adrienne’s Patio).
We will be posting the latest Cordovan
Newsletter, other items of interest and
membership information and applications.
At the end of 2017, we had 763 members, up from 717
in 2016. Thank you to everyone who supports the CBA.
Growth is mostly accountable from the expansion of
adding spouses and other family to household
memberships. 266 memberships expired at the end of
2017. All memberships are due at the beginning of the
year. Renewal reminders went out in January. Please
contact the CBA if you wish to know when your
membership is due. We continue to work hard to
increase our membership numbers to add value to the
association and influence with Saanich.

Remembering Sheilagh Ogilvie
By Roger Stonebanks
Prominent former Cordova Bay community volunteer
Sheilagh Ogilvie died in New Brunswick on Feb. 2. She
was 86.
Sheilagh was an executive board member of the
Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs and
served as Planning Chair in the 1980s. She was also a
founding member and active in the Friends of Mount
Douglas Park Society. She was described in her obituary
as a "reader, writer, environmentalist, enlightened
thinker and master of the art of conversation." She
was active in many environmental and community
projects in the Victoria area.
Born in Winnipeg, she lived in the Victoria area from
1977 to 2016. A resident of Wesley Road when she lived
in Cordova Bay, she moved to Fairfield and in 2016
went to Cap-Pele, NB, to be near her son, William,
who survives her along with her other children,
Sheilagh and Ticca. She was predeceased in 1998 by
her husband, Bob.
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By Alex Izett, Cordova Bay Resident & CBA Member
Speeding violations on our streets are impossible to
ignore. Early last summer, I witnessed a terrifying
near-tragedy around the Fowler/Cordova Bay Road
intersection and that compelled me to do something
to try to make our streets safer. I communicated
directly with Saanich Police, and they responded by
conducting limited on-site surveillance along Fowler
Road. A number of speeding violators were ticketed.
More recently, a “speed reader board” (SRB) was set
up to monitor south-bound traffic.
The results of the two-week data collection late
November/early December is now available on the
Police website (www.saanichpolice.ca/index.php/
public-information/neighbourhood-speed-reports). I
find this data to be alarming:
a.
b.
c.
e.
f.
g.

Average Speed Recorded = 51.46 km/h
50th Percentile Speed = 52.17 km/h
85th Percentile Speed = 59.91 km/h
Highest Speed Recorded = 126 km/h
Lowest Recorded Speed = 5 km/h
Total Number of Vehicles Logged = 26,135

The SRB was located on the 5400 block of Fowler
Road, measuring motorists’ speeds of vehicles
travelling southbound. Data was captured on a 24/7
basis, for an average of 1,867 vehicles/day. The
operation was “covert”; i.e. speed display was not
visible to drivers (the screen was blank). Traffic
heading north was not counted, but it’s known from
other local traffic impact studies that vehicles
travelling in that direction would be of a similar or
greater magnitude. So too with speed; while we
don’t know exactly to what extent, individual
observations suggest that traffic is moving even
faster than the southerly flow.
My perspective of speeding traffic and corresponding
road safety concerns along this “corridor” was also
sent to the Saanich Advisory Traffic Committee (ATC),
a technical committee comprising members of
Engineering and Police, with Council representation.
Unfortunately, my appeal to Saanich to do something
to moderate the traffic on Fowler (including speed
reduction to a consistent 40km/h through the
“corridor”) has been rejected. Based on the data
captured by the SRB, and historical traffic accident
statistics, the Police do not feel there is a speeding
issue on Fowler Road. The ATC, as a result of
discussions at the Committee, did not recommend
the implementation of a 40km/h zone on Fowler Road
nor a 30 km/h zone around the crosswalk at Fowler
Park.
Clearly, I see the situation differently. When there is
close to 600 vehicles passing my door daily at speeds
in excess of 60km/h (10km/h over the posted limit),
and at times in excess of 100km/h, I think there is a
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serious road safety problem. The greater the speed,
the greater the risk to all concerned; fatalities from
speeding increase exponentially as vehicle speed
increases.
LET’S PUT SAFETY FIRST! Let's not wait until there is
another serious/tragic accident on the roads of our
neighbourhood! Let’s all try to drive within the speed
limits. If you have concerns or witness an incident,
please speak out and contact the police to file a
report (Saanich Police non-emergency number is
250-475-4321).

Faces Behind the Names
A brief profile of someone who has made (or still
does make) a contribution to our community.
Reprinted from The Cordovan, Winter 2011
CBA salutes Roger Stonebanks CBA President 2002
and 2004-2009
Roger came to Victoria in 1963 and found himself living
in Cordova Bay in 1983 after his wife, Helen Ayers, was
tipped off by a mutual friend about a house for sale on
Lochside Drive. Roger was in Washington, DC on trade
union business. On his return they viewed and loved
the house – and
live there still
and wouldn’t
think of moving.
Soon enough
Roger and Helen
became CBA
members and
found themselves
immersed, with
others, in
community
issues. This
Roger (right) with overseas visitors
included: making
and his dog, Webster, enjoying
sure that
Doumac Park.
Lochside Drive
was not
connected up as a through street at McMinn Park and
persuading Saanich to rehabilitate Revans Creek in
Doumac Park after a major landslide and flood in 1990
tore out Lochside Drive at Doumac Avenue.
A background in journalism
Roger started work in 1956 on Fleet Street as a 16year-old junior reporter/office boy with the London
bureau of Canadian Press news service. He transferred
to Canada three years later and worked for CP in
Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver and Victoria. He joined
the Victoria Daily Times in 1964 (covering Saanich
council for six years, to 1970) and retired from the
merged Times Colonist in 2000. Roger was active in his
union, The Newspaper Guild, holding offices at all
levels including Western Canada Vice-President from
1973 to 1985 and co-chairperson of the Victoria Joint
Council of Newspaper Unions from 1971 to 1995 and
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was principally involved in labour/management
negotiations and the six-month strike-lockout in
1973- 74. His interest in labour history led to
numerous articles and two books – The Guild at Forty:
The Struggle Continues (1986) and Fighting for
Dignity: The Ginger Goodwin Story (2004).

!

After retirement, Cordova Bay resident John Noble
persuaded him to join the CBA board of directors. He
was vice-president for one year and president for
seven years before stepping down in 2009. Walking
the dog every day continues to provide the
opportunity to meet residents informally and learn
what’s on their minds. He remains involved by
contributing stories for the CBA website and The
Cordovan newsletter.
Highlights as CBA president
Roger considers the following as the highlights of his
term as CBA president: negotiating the donation of a
beautifully-treed 2.9 acre public park (recently
named Story Lane Park) and reducing a proposed
development from 10 to four houses; working with
others to bring Haliburton Farm to life rather than
see it developed for 26 houses; working with Cordova
Bay Plaza and Scotiabank to move the bank from its
“temporary” (nine years) trailer in the parking lot
into the mall; and seeing the CBA start the annual
Cordova Bay Day with its silent auction fund-raiser
for community projects and donations to non-profit
groups. Roger’s activist message is simple – “do what
we can to make good things happen and stop bad
things from happening. We’re not successful every
time but the CBA has a pretty good track record.”
Editor’s note: Although Roger has retired from his
professional journalism career, he maintains a keen
interest in local issues, and is a regular contributor to
The Cordovan and Saanich Voice Online. Thank you,
Roger! We can always count on you.

McMinn Park Playground Is Open
By Roger Stonebanks
And so in the spring - when the grass grows - the
now-fenced off area
between the new
playground and the tennis
courts will also be open.
Later this year - for the first
time, there will be a
washroom building (no more
porta potty).
There are new picnic tables
and benches. And improved
drainage.
The big attraction thus far is
the zip line which runs northsouth and is adjacent to the playground. It is a 25metre-long cable ride from the mounded berm to the
end.

McMinn Park - 6.39 hectares - also offers trails in the
wooded area between the tennis courts and Lochside
Regional Trail. The bicycle and pedestrian trail is
technically outside the park - it is actually road
allowance. There is a Saanich Parks history panel with
water fountain and CBAdonated bench where the trail
joins Lochside Drive. The trail
and paved Lochside Drive once
were the Canadian Northern
Pacific Railway (from 1918 Canadian National Railways)
which operated from Victoria
to Patricia Bay from 1917 to
1935.
Once upon a time - and not so
long ago - the park was McMinn
Riding Stables which provided
riding lessons and boarding
services. There was a horseriding ring. Horses on nearby streets including Lochside
Drive were a common sight. The original Firbank and
Galey farms were nearby - now forming Sunnymead
subdivision together with a former-forested area
fronting Royal Oak Drive which was owned by the
McMorran family.
The Galey brothers sold 20 acres to the McMinn family
in 1955. The original entrance to the riding stables
along with the McMinn residence was off Symphony
Place at the end of Maxine Lake. The McMinn family
sold part of the property for development in 1987 and
what is now McMinn Park was bought by Saanich in
1988.
The park was formally opened in 1993 with more than
600 children and adults attending the event and,
according to The Cordovan, business-donated supplies
of cake, ice cream and drinks "did run a little short!"
A surprise guest was Ernie McMinn, former owner of
the property, who came from Aldergrove with his wife
and daughter. He made an unspecified but "handsome
donation" to the Cordova Bay Association for
Community Affairs which was used to further enhance
the park.

From the Archives, March 1988
Shorebirds of Cordova
Right now is a good time to see a variety of the birds
that frequent Cordova Bay during the spring mating
season. For the eager bird watchers, there are some
interesting sights to see in the early morning. Dawn is
the best time to see Dunlins and several varieties of
Sandpiper that roam the shoreline during early
morning as they forage for food. These birds can be
recognized by their relatively short legs, plump bodies
and needle-shaped beaks. There are numerous ducklike birds that can be seen from early morning to
midday. These include the Common and Red-breasted
Mergansers, which are easily identified by their
crested heads and saw-edged bills. Buffleheads, small,
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darkly colored birds with white head patches, and
the Common Goldeneye have also been observed
recently in the local area. Surf Scoters are black birds
with a distinctive humped bill and white head
patches that can be seen just offshore throughout
most of the day. Several Mallards and Harlequin Ducks
have also frequented nearshore waters in the past
few weeks.

!

Numerous Cormorants, which are black, awkward
flying birds with long necks, and Bald Eagles have
been observed flying around in the local area.
Several gull species, including Heerman's (dark
coloration), California, and Glaucous-winged are
quite visible during the day. Those with patient,
careful eyes will spot the odd Kinqfisher, Northern
Flicker and pileated Woodpecker along tree-lined
shores. Early evening is the best time to see the
Great Blue Herons that have been observed on rock
outcrops, at the southern end of Cordova Bay.
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death of JEH MacDonald, L. L. Fitzgerald was invited
to join the Group of Seven.) Mr. Martin apprenticed at
the engraving and design firm, Brigden’s of Winnipeg,
and later became art director. As a commercial artist,
he worked in many areas of the profession, including
drawing for men’s fashions and photography. Mr. Martin
is perhaps best known for his portraits and landscapes
in watercolour, acrylic and oil. He served as president
of the Manitoba Society of Artists, and was a long-time
honourary member.
Two of Mr. Martin’s other works of local landscapes
painted during while he was stationed on Vancouver
Island have hung in the National Gallery, and were
selected for the Royal Canadian Air Force Art Show in
the 1940s.
With thanks to the National Gallery of Canada, Library
and Archives, for providing biographical material
about Kenneth F. Martin

Numerous other bird species have been identified in
the local area during the past few months. A good
field guide and a set of binoculars help to make
viewing the local birds a great way to spend some
quality time at the beach. For those with dogs or
other pets remember to keep them a safe distance
from the birds to avoid unnecessary disturbances
during the spring breeding season. This will ensure
the birds' return for future generations to observe
and enjoy.

Painful, Disappointing and Hopeful?

This article was submitted by Mike Monk and Philip
Parkes, UVIC biology students and avid outdoor
enthusiasts, who reside In Cordova Bay during the
school term.

We love this place, the ridge and beach. And we know
that for most, living here is out of reach. We are
among a very privileged few who live in this village on
the bay. We know it’s special and we prove it through
the maintenance of our properties, the trimming of
our trees, membership in the CBA, supporting local
businesses, as well as the genuine concerns and efforts
that bring our vision together.

Noted Manitoba Artist Inspired by
Cordova Bay Scene
By Debbie Sherwood
Does this scene look familiar to you?
It’s a watercolour,
painted by
Winnipeg artist
Kenneth F. Martin
in 1944, during the
time he served as
an air force
photographer at
Pat Bay during
World War II. Mr.
Martin’s niece,
Barbara Roberts,
kindly shared this image with the CBA. Some longtime residents believe the location is the beach
access at the foot of Fenn Avenue.
Ken Martin was born and educated in Winnipeg. His
teachers included noted artists H. Valentine Fanshaw,
L. LeMoine Fitzgerald and George Overton. (Upon the

By Tim Kane
If you’re reading this newsletter, you don’t need
convincing to understand why we love this place, this
seaside village, our Cordova Bay. As only those words
alone can say, Cordova Bay, invokes feelings of serenity
and visions of natural beauty. Who wouldn’t want to
live in a place called Cordova Bay? It just sounds
good.

The redevelopment of Cordova Bay Plaza is a living
example our passion for this community. Collectively,
we did a fine job of it. Our association, as well as the
Cordova Bay Village Vision Group, Saanich Planning,
Kang & Gill, and so many more experts and individual
residents have all made a contribution to making the
best of this major imposition on our village.
Collectively, we have shown our commitment through
research, deliberations, consultations, and revisions on
the plans for the future of this cherished property
along Cordova Bay Road.
The plaza has been and will again, in a few years,
become a community hub. It will keep long-time
residents of Cordova Bay in the community by offering
additional options for those who want to downsize.
But villages eventually grow into towns. What we are
experiencing right here, right now, is that evolution,
that progress on the continuum. It’s sometimes
painful and disappointing. And sometimes hopeful.
Here’s to hope.
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers
For more information please see the Business Directory on CBA’s website, www.cbasn.com/directory/. From
there you can visit each business’ site with a single click.
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We hope you enjoy reading your copy of The Cordovan. The next issue will be out in June. If you have
suggestions for articles, drop us a line at letter-to-editor@cbasn.com
In the meantime, please visit the Cordova Bay Association website www.cbasn.com for news and articles
of interest.

