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Notice from the Nominations Committee
CBA bylaw 4.3 states that five directors shall be
elected or re-elected at one Annual General
Meeting (AGM) and the other six shall be
elected or re-elected at AGM the following
year.. Each director is asked to serve for two
years.
At our AGM on Wednesday, April 17, 2019, we are
electing or re-electing five directors. Any
nominees wishing to run for election must be
members in good standing of the CBA.
The Nominations Committee consists of three members: Barb Lucas, Chair,
Debbie Sherwood and Rick Whalley.
Nominations may also be made from the floor of the AGM by any two
members in good standing provided that nominees are members of the CBA
and affirm their willingness to stand for election.
The following three people are up for re-election and have agreed to let
their name stand:
1. Dave Kuprowsky
2. Tim Kane
The following two people are up for election and have agreed to let their
name stand:

Cordova Bay Day
Saturday, June 22
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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1. Neil Swart
2. Keith Anderson
The CBA would like to thank Randy Otto and David Cronkhite, who stepped
down from the board during the past year for their many years of valued
service to Cordova Bay.
The Nominations Committee is currently conducting interviews with
potential nominees.
Please contact any member of the Nominations Committee if you are
interested in being nominated to the Board, or to present nominees for the
Board of Directors of the Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs.
Barb Lucas – bglucas53@gmail.com
Debbie Sherwood – dsherwood@telus.net
Rick Whalley – kr.whalley@gmail.com

!

The Cordovan is produced and distributed 3 times per year by the Cordova
Bay Association for Community Affairs. The opinions expressed are not those
of the Association Board unless specifically stated.
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President's Corner
By Larry Gontovnick, CBA President
According to the National
Geographic Society, “A village is a
clustered human settlement or
community, larger than a hamlet
but smaller than a town, with a
population ranging from a few
hundred to a few thousand. Though
villages are often located in rural
areas, the term urban village is also
applied to certain urban neighborhoods. In most parts
of the world, villages are settlements of people
clustered around a central point. A central point is
most often a church, marketplace, or public space. A
public space can be an open space (sometimes called
a village green), or developed square (sometimes
called a plaza or piazza).”
In Greater Victoria, Cook Street, Quadra, Fernwood,
Cadboro Bay and Oak Bay are examples of well
recognized villages. But what about Cordova Bay
Village? It would seem that the area defined as the
Cordova Bay Village in the Saanich Official
Community Plan has not yet evolved into a true
village. The Beach House Restaurant, McMorran Park,
the Community Club, Cordova Bay 55+ Association,
and St. David’s Church are gathering points within the
Cordova Bay Village area. Mattick’s Farm is certainly
a central gathering place in our community.
The Saanich Official Community Plan (OCP)
“Sustainable Saanich” states that “Villages are small
local nodes, with a historical basis, that meet local
residents’ basic commercial and service needs. They
also provide a limited amount of multiple family
housing, and are typically serviced by a single bus
route. Villages in Saanich include:
• Cadboro Bay;
• Cordova Bay;
• Broadmead (east of Pat Bay Highway, centred
around existing commercial centre);
• Four Corners (intersection of Cook Street,
Quadra Street, and Cloverdale Avenue);
• Feltham (intersection of Feltham Road and
Shelbourne Street);
• Gorge (intersection of Gorge Road West and
Tillicum Road); and
• Strawberry Vale (intersection of Wilkinson Road,
Hastings Street, and Interurban Road).
Further, the OCP policy states “Support the following
building types and uses in villages”:
• Small lot single family houses (up to 2 storeys)
• Carriage/coach houses (up to 2 storeys)
• Town houses (up to 3 storeys)
• Low-rise residential (3-4 storeys)
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• Mixed-use (commercial/residential) (3-4 storeys)
• Civic and institutional (generally up to 3 storeys)
The opinions on what constitutes appropriate
development in the Cordova Bay Village area are
varied and highly debatable. It is hoped that the
further development will result in a village that is
vibrant, walkable, has adequate amenities, and is a
great improvement over what exists today.
In closing, I would like to express my thanks to Randy
Otto, CBA Membership Chair, for his eight years of
service on the CBA board, and I would like to welcome
Neil Swart who is replacing Randy on the board as
Membership Chair. I would also like to thank David
Cronkite for his 4 years of service on the board as
Planning Co-Chair and welcome new board member
Keith Anderson.
Please note that feedback and suggestions can be
made to the board at any time by email to
cba.president@cbasn.com.

Transportation Report
By Lynda Vallee and Dave
Mitton
The CBA Transportation
Committee continues to work
to bring transportation safety
issues and suggestions to the
attention of Saanich Engineering and Planning. We are
also working with our community partners, Gordon
Head and Blenkinsop residential associations to find
opportunities to support each other in our initiatives.
Pam Hartling of Saanich Planning is responsible for
updating the Local Area Plan (LAP). She attended the
CBA’s Transportation meeting in December and shared
the draft improvements based on the feedback from
the workshops and the LAP meetings regarding
transportation issues along the Ridge, Lochside and
Cordova Bay Road. Our understanding is the draft plan
will be shared with the community sometime in late
March.
We greatly appreciate the time and effort that has
been put into the updating the LAP, and are hopeful
this plan will look at long term planning and solutions
for transportation issues in our community. In the
short term, we see our role as ensuring Saanich is
aware of our immediate concerns regarding the safety
along Cordova Bay Corridor (Fowler to Ash) for
pedestrians and cyclists.
We are also looking forward to working with Saanich
and providing input into how the $6 million, that is
designated for Cordova Bay Corridor improvements,
will be spent. We will be asking for crosswalks with
flashing lights where there are schools, beach and park
accesses to ensure pedestrians can cross safely. As
well, we will be asking for continuous sidewalks and
cycling lanes along the Cordova Bay Corridor.
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By Randy Otto, Membership Chair
We are pleased to report that the
membership in 2018 remained
steady at 761, just two shy of our
2017 year end high. The
Membership Committee is busy
sending renewal notices to 392
people whose membership expired
at the end of 2018, and another 83
whose membership expired at the
end of 2017. We have 38 people
who did not renew from 2016 and they have been
removed from our mailing list this year.
Renewals are due at the beginning of the year so if
your membership has expired, please renew. New
members are always welcomed!
A number of recent changes have been made on the
Membership Committee. Our Public Relations
Chairman Tim Kane is now sending out
announcements and has used his creative skills to
generate an updated look to our mailings.
We are fortunate to have Don Hinz, one of our
members from the community, volunteer to manage
our database. We thank Don for stepping up and as an
IT professional his knowledge and expertise is a great
asset.
And finally, after eight years, this will be my last
report as I am stepping down from my position as
Membership Chair and CBA board member. Neil
Swart, who brings enthusiasm and experience to our
dynamic association, is stepping into this role.

Planning Committee Report
Ross Marshall and David Cronkhite
Excavation and
development is underway
at The Haro, (former
Cordova Bay Plaza) site.
The CBA has submitted a
letter to staff and council
regarding the as yet
unaddressed traffic
concerns at and near this property.
A judicial review in BC Supreme Court challenged the
set of municipal rules used to approve the
development. The consent order, agreed to by the
District of Saanich, made the following declaration:
Bylaws enacted or works undertaken by a municipal
council after the adoption of an official community
plan (OCP) must be consistent with that
municipality’s OCP.
The court order confirmed municipal councils cannot
issue bylaw or zoning development permits that are
inconsistent or conflict with the municipality’s OCP.
It was Saanich’s position that the approval of the
development permit in 2018 was consistent with the
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Saanich OCP “Sustainable Saanich” which was
approved in 2008. For more information about the
project and sales and leasing information visit https://
theharo.com.
The Aragon proposal for the Trio lands at Cordova Bay
and Fowler roads are being redesigned to incorporate
community feedback and other considerations, and
there has been no further communication with the
developer since the spring of 2018. Aragon is currently
focussing efforts on 2 other ongoing developments in
greater Victoria, (Esquimalt and Cook St. Village)
The Cordova Bay Community Club is considering a new
proposal and design on their site at 974 Sutcliffe. They
have met with the CBA and immediate neighbours for
input and consultation and will revise their proposal
based on feedback.
A presentation to subdivide 5197 Del Monte into five
lots was approved by Saanich Council allowing for five
passive energy homes and possible secondary suites.
A presentation for rezoning of 5035 Del Monte was
made to the CBA, proposing creating two additional
lots for residential use resulting in a total of three
lots. Based on the positive feedback from residents at
an open house in January, and no additional concerns
expressed to the CBA, the CBA has no objection to the
project as proposed.
The developer at 5488 Patricia Bay Highway, (Fas Gas
site) has met with Saanich staff on multiple occasions
in the last several months and discussions are ongoing.
The developer will be presenting their development
permit to mayor and council in the near future and is
confident they will have public support.
The Pinnacle condominium development, a 46 suite
luxury residence at Sayward Hill, is nearly sold out
with only one unit remaining. This is the eighth and
final phase of the Sayward Hill residential community.
Interior finish work is currently underway with the
projected move-in date scheduled for late summer/
early fall 2019.
A proposal to split two lots at 4900 and 4904 Cordova
Bay Rd into three lots, (RS-12) has been made and was
presented to CBA. The CBA is waiting on the
completed development and zoning form from the
owner before submitting the referral letter to Saanich
Planning.
The project team at 5229 Cordova Bay Rd (at Fenn)
has been working closely with adjacent neighbours and
Saanich to ensure the proposed development meets
the vision, goals, and objectives of the neighbourhood
and the updated Local Area Plan. The developer is
scheduled to make a presentation to CBA in March as
well as a presentation to the public.
Saanich Planning held the third and final Housing and
Land Use workshop on February 20 for the Cordova Bay
Local Area Plan update. The workshop was well
attended and offered interactive displays and breakout
sessions to discuss housing typologies, options for
expanding housing choices and planning a vibrant and
walkable village.
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Faces Behind the Names – Louise
Parton

!

By Debbie Sherwood
A prominent jewel in the crown of our
neighbourhood’s gathering places is the Cordova Bay
55 Plus Association. Today Faces Behind the Names
chats with Louise Parton, current
president of CB55+.
Originally from Burnaby, Louise’s
first excursion to Vancouver
Island was to visit her sister in
1958. It turned out to be a oneway trip, and Louise has resided
here ever since. Louise and her
husband, John, have lived in
Cordova Bay, in the same house,
since 1970, although the house,
like Louise’s extended family, has
grown throughout the years.
Louise has had a rich and rewarding career in
audiology, as a hearing instrument practitioner by
profession. Her introduction to the industry was as an
assistant to a sales associate, who carried hearing
aids in a suitcase, going door to door. In those early
years there were no consumer protection regulations,
but that was to change.
Louise took part in the formation and evolution of
the efforts to regulate and enhance the industry,
beginning as a steering committee member for
Licensing Hearing Aid Dealers and Consultants in B.C.
She became a licensed hearing aid consultant and
eventually opened her own business, Greater Victoria
Hearing Consultants, located on Yates Street for 30
years. In 2001, Louise became co-chair and founding
member of College of Speech and Hearing Health
Professionals of B.C.
As well as possessing innate business abilities, Louise
has honed her governance and leadership skills
around many a board table throughout the Capital
Region. Louise’s CV includes a long and diverse list of
organizations which she has led or participated as an
advisor, among them the Quality Council of Victoria,
Victoria Mayor’s Advisory Committee, Dispute
Resolution Centre, Youth Outreach Task Force, Social
Planning and Housing Advisory Committee, to name
only a few.
Louise was also a founder and chair of the Downtown
Victoria Business Improvement Association, Victoria

Independent Retailers Association, and the 700 Block
Yates Street Association. She has been recognized and
received many awards for her volunteer service to
social and business concerns. Darren Kloster of the
Times Colonist referred to Louise as, “the unofficial
mayor of 700 Block Yates.” Closer to home, she has
served on several Saanich advisory committees to
improve residents’ health and well-being.
In the presence of someone with such a lengthy list of
accomplishments, the question is bound to come up,
“You must by über-organized - how do you do it?”
Louise ponders the question a moment, and replies
that she couldn’t manage without her daytimer. But,
with a sunny smile, she is quick to add she enjoys
being spontaneous. In fact, most get-togethers with
friends happen on the spur of the moment.
While now officially retired from business, Louise has
time and continued interest in community groups.
focusing mainly on the CRIDGE Centre, of which she is
a board director, and CB55+.
Once Louise’s term as CB55+ president is finished, she
is very much looking forward to spending more time
with her daughters and their families; one family lives
in Calgary, and the other family has recently moved to
Victoria from England.
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Cordova Bay Community
Leadership Awards
Do you know someone who makes a positive
contribution to our community?
Tell us about them!
The fourth annual Cordova Bay Community Leadership
Awards recognizes the selfless, dedicated people who
perform exceptional acts of service that make Cordova
Ba a vibrant and rewarding place to live.
This year we want to recognize three deserving
individuals and one community group.
Nominating is easy.
Simply e-mail your suggestions including contact
information for individuals or group nominated and a
brief reason why to
cba.president@cbasn.com
Deadline for nominations: April 30
Proudly supported by your local Cordova Bay Business
Community.

We hope you enjoy reading your copy of The Cordovan. The next issue will be out in June. If you have
suggestions for articles, drop us a line at letter-to-editor@cbasn.com. In the meantime, please visit the
Cordova Bay Association website www.cbasn.com for news and articles of interest.
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers
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For more information please see the Business Directory on CBA’s website, www.cbasn.com/directory/. From
there you can visit each business’ site with a single click.
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BLAIR VEENSTRA
Personal Real Estate Corporation

Realtor Professional
Direct: 250-889-3926
Oﬃce: 250-744-3301
blair@housesellinggroup.com
www.housesellinggroup.com
4440 Chatterton Way
Victoria, BC
V8X 5J2
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