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CBA Annual General Meeting
The 2020 CBA AGM will be held on Wednesday, April 29, 7 p.m. at the
Cordova Bay United Church, 813 Claremont Avenue.
Elections for the new board and the results of the membership survey will
take place at the AGM. The Cordova Bay Association would like to thank Tim
Kane and Ross Marshall, who stepped down from the Board during the past
year, for their service to Cordova Bay.
This year’s guest speaker will be Professor Brian Thom, Department of
Anthropology, University of Victoria. The title of his presentation is “ȾEL¸IȽĆ
and Indigenous Peoples of Cordova Bay”
Dr. Thom is an associate professor and has been a resident of Sunnymead
since 2017. As an anthropologist, he is keenly interested in the ways people
and communities are dynamically and powerfully connected to the places
and landscapes they encounter in their lives. He has worked in Coast Salish
communities on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands over the past 25 years.
In 2010, Dr. Thom founded UVic’s Ethnographic Mapping Lab, a place for
graduate students and faculty researchers to collaborate with Indigenous
communities on projects that support Indigenous land rights, resource
management, inter-generational knowledge sharing, and public education.

Cordova Bay Local Area Plan Project
The Cordovan is produced and
distributed 3 times per year by
the Cordova Bay Association
for Community Affairs. The
opinions expressed are not
those of the Association Board
unless specifically stated.
We hope you enjoy reading
your copy of The Cordovan.
The next issue will be out in
June. If you have suggestions
for articles, drop us a line at
letter-to-editor@cbasn.com
In the meantime, please visit
the Cordova Bay Association
website www.cbasn.com for
news and articles of interest.

By Barb Lucas
The Cordova Bay Local Area Plan (LAP) updating project
continues with Saanich staff finalizing the draft LAP
policies. No dates have been set as of mid-February for
the series of public open houses at which Cordova Bay
residents will be able to provide feedback on these
policies. Please watch for notice of dates through direct
mailouts, emails to CBA members from the CBA board, and
on the Saanich and CBA websites.
CBA has confirmed with Saanich Planning that the Cordova
Bay and Cadboro Bay LAPs will be completed and are not
subject to the overall ‘pause’ in the LAP process, as decided by Saanich
Council last December. This pause applies only to new LAP initiatives.
Please visit the Saanich website which has full details of the Cordova Bay LAP
project to date available at www.saanich.ca/EN/main/community/
community-planning/local-area-plans/local-area-plan-updates/cordova-baylocal-area-plan-update.html
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President's Corner
By Larry Gontovnick, CBA President

result.

The CBA Board of Directors is very
interested in getting input from
the community. Please take a few
moments to fill out the survey that
was sent to CBA members in
January and provide us with your
feedback. All survey results will be
summarized, with no individual
person being attached to any

The CBA was formed in 1976 and, as per our
constitution, is here “to work for physical and social
improvement in the Cordova Bay community”, as
stated on our website www.cbasn.com.
The CBA Board communicates with its members
through direct emails, and also the general Cordova
Bay community through website postings, social
media, the Cordovan Newsletter, the bulletin board
at Mattick’s Farm, and the Annual General Meeting.
This survey may be used on a regular basis to track
community trends over time.
The deadline for submitting a survey is March 6. The
results will be presented at the April 29 CBA Annual
General Meeting and a draw will be held from all
surveys submitted for three prizes; $50 gift
certificates to The Beach House, Pure Day Spa and
Adrienne’s Restaurant. So please make sure you
submit your survey in time.
The CBA board continues to change. Tim Kane left
the board at the end of last year as he moved out of
Cordova Bay, but hopes to return to our beautiful
community in the near future. Ross Marshall stepped
down from the board in January as he took on new
soccer coaching responsibilities and to spend more
time involved in his kids’ sports activities. Many
thanks to Tim and Ross for their contributions to the
CBA and our community and we will miss them both
on the board.
There are opportunities to serve your community on
the CBA board, so please consider submitting your
nomination to stand for election at the AGM.
After eight years on the CBA board, and the past four
years as President, I have decided not to stand for reelection. I will continue my volunteering at the
Jewish Community Centre of Victoria, where I started
my 7th year as President on the board of directors
this January.
I very much enjoyed serving on the CBA board and
working with many wonderful volunteers. I will
remain an active member of the CBA and our
community, and I will continue to express my
personal views to the District of Saanich on important
issues and developments in our community.

We are very fortunate indeed to live in such a
beautiful part of the world and be able to express our
opinions freely. However, we should always be
respectful of our fellow Cordova Bay residents who
may not share the same vision for the future of our
community. Diversity is essential for us to be a healthy,
thriving community.
Please note that feedback and suggestions can be
submitted to the CBA board at any time by email to
cba.president@cbasn.com.

Nominations for the CBA Board of
Directors
The CBA bylaw 4.3 states that five directors shall be
elected or re-elected at one annual general meeting
and the other six shall be elected or re-elected at the
following annual general meeting.
This year at our Annual General Meeting on April 29,
2020 we are electing or re-electing six directors, each
for a two-year term; and two directors, each for a
one-year term, for a total of eight positions. Three
existing board members have agreed to let their
names stand for re-election for 2-year terms and one
for election for a one-year term. The nominations
committee are seeking four additional candidates to
fill the election slate.
Any nominees wishing to run for election must firstly
be a member in good standing of the Cordova Bay
Association for Community Affairs. Nominations may
also be made from the floor of the Annual General
Meeting by any two members in good standing,
provided that nominees are members of the CBA and
state their willingness to stand for election.
Please contact Neil Swart, Nominations Chair at cbamembership@cbasn.com if you are interested in
being nominated to the Board, or to present nominees
for the Board of Directors of the Cordova Bay
Association for Community Affairs.
The Nominations Committee is currently conducting
interviews with potential nominees.
Please contact any member of the Nominations
Committee if you are interested in being nominated to
the Board, or to present nominees for the Board of
Directors of the Cordova Bay Association for
Community Affairs.
Neil Swart – cba-membership@cbasn.com
Debbie Sherwood – letter-to-editor@cbasn.com
Jessica Nephin - cba-membership@cbasn.com
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Planning Committee Report
By Leif Wergeland
The Haro (formerly the Cordova Bay
Plaza site)
The developer has advised they have
now received their building permit.
Campbell Construction will be on site
to begin construction in early March.

CBA Membership
By Neil Swart
It's a new year, and for about half
our members, time to renew your
Cordova Bay Association
membership. Emails were sent
out in early February to those
whose memberships expired at
the end of 2019.
The CBA has been working to
make renewals as easy as possible,
and we have recently introduced an online
membership form. For those who prefer paper, forms
are still available on our website, and can be mailed
or dropped in the box at the Cordova Bay Pharmacy
I.D.A., 5166 Cordova Bay Rd.
We've also added an easier credit card payment
option to the online form, and we have maintained
the option to pay by e-transfer, cheque or cash. We
hope our members will find these updated renewal
options convenient.
The strength of the association is in its members, and
the CBA is are grateful for all of you. For more
information on memberships, see www.cbasn.com/
membership.

Transportation Report
By Alex Izett
Ongoing dialogue with a number of Saanich
councillors continues to raise hopes that action will
be forthcoming that will help to drive road safety
improvements within our community. Legislated
speed limits remain at the forefront and we await
with interest the response from Premier Horgan to
Mayor Haynes’ letter seeking to reduce the default
limit from 50 to 40 km/h within all residential areas.
Certain council members are considering alternative
ways to address this issue should the mayor’s
approach fall through.
Furthermore, we now have councillors Mersereau,
Taylor and De Vries pushing to have a $2 million
investment for road safety improvements tabled

within upcoming budget deliberations. On the surface,
all of this is seen as being very positive, and an
indication that greater consideration is being given to
prioritizing road safety within our Municipality.
Speeding traffic, with corresponding poor driver
behaviour and inadequate infrastructure, are concerns
that threaten residents on a daily basis. These
councillors recognize that action is needed now. We
hope this $2 million will be approved and directed
towards expediting specific projects aimed at
alleviating the road safety situation and not be buried
within other funding earmarked for the “Active
Transportation Plan” that will take some 30 years to
materialize.
Late December, members of the CBA Transportation
Committee were afforded a high-level overview by
Saanich Engineering of the Development Cost Charge
(DCC) funding program that has been allocated for
Cordova Bay projects. As encouraging as this first
sounded, what was however most disheartening was
the scheduling of the proposed area-specific
transportation upgrade work which was mostly slated
for execution within either a medium (6-10 years) or
long (11-20 years) timeframe.
Our area-specific Cordova Bay Roads DCC program
includes transportation projects directed towards
upgrading pedestrian/cycling facilities & turn lanes
(6-10 years) and a walkway/footpath to Wesley Court
from Cherry Tree Lane (11-20 years). Similarly, this
class of infrastructure upgrade will also be extended
along Fowler and Sayward Road stretches (11-20
years). (Drainage and sewer upgrade work will also be
carried out along parts of Cordova Bay Road as part of
the district-wide DCC program, with similar priority
ranking.)
On a brighter, and more immediate note, we have
been informed by Saanich Engineering that design
work will commence in Spring 2020 to create a new
sidewalk along Cordova Bay Road (east side) from
Walema to Mattick’s Wood, which work will possibly
include a crosswalk on Cordova Bay Road at Rambler.
The design will also contemplate improvements down
Fenn to the corner at Parker. Implementation is likely
to be somewhat development-dependent (at Cordova
Bay Road/Fenn) to avoid a piecemeal approach. Work
is tentatively scheduled to be completed within two
years, or by the end of 2021.
And, if you haven’t already noticed, Phase 4/4 of the
Haliburton Road (Pat Bay Hwy to Wesley) roadway and
drainage improvement project is anticipated to begin
late February and run until late May 2020.
PUT SAFETY FIRST! If you have traffic concerns or
witness an incident, contact Saanich Police to file a
report (non-emergency number is 250-475-4321).
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Leave No Garbage Behind

From the Archives, Spring 2006

By Barb Lucas (inspired by a suggestion from a
Cordovan reader)

Oh Deer! They're Eating the Garden

We all love our beaches! Dog-walking, kite flying,
surfing, wind surfing, kite-surfing (quite the show!),
picnicking, sand
digging, Tai Chi, or
just plain walking,
many people enjoy
our treasured
Cordova Bay and
Parker beaches.
What we must
always remember
is to “leave no
garbage behind”.
For the most part,
people are very respectful of this and are careful to
leave no trace. However, it is a good thing to just
remind everyone the importance of leaving nothing
except footprints.
CBA encourages those who enjoy our beaches to
“take a bag” in case garbage is encountered. It is
not always left behind by beach walkers - the tides
and waves can leave
it behind too! There
are garbage bins at
Agate Park,
McMorran Park,
Parker Park and
Parkview Store
access.
The Great Canadian
Shoreline Cleanup
(www.shorelinecleanup.ca) is a national conservation
program that provides people with information on
how to take action in their communities wherever
water meets land, one bit of trash at a time. If
anyone is interested in leading a beach cleanup
initiative in Cordova Bay, please contact CBA Board
member Mike Giordano at
mr.michaelgiordano@gmail.com

You love the sight of deer….anywhere but in your
garden. Yet depending on where you live in Cordova
Bay, it's difficult to keep
them away. Since we live in
suburbia, deer populations
are difficult to control.
Hunting is not allowed and
there are no natural
predators, but there are
several ideas to help protect
your flowers, shrubs and
herbs from marauding deer.
While they seem to eat
almost anything, deer do not
like thorny plants. Garden
stores have a variety of deer
repellant sprays with varying degrees of effectiveness
which need to be applied regularly and reapplied after
significant rain. They tend to be expensive and can be
used on plants and shrubs, but not on vegetables or
fruit trees.
Fences are fairly effective in keeping deer out of the
garden, but are not practical for many locations, such
as flower beds along the house. They need to be
several feet high since deer have no problem jumping
over a standard chain-link fence and can clear a sixfoot fence in a standing jump. Deer will avoid double
fencing, spaced three to four feet apart. They are
afraid of getting trapped and will move on to other
pastures.
Having tried many alternatives, some gardeners swear
by baby powder, sprinkled lightly over leaves,
however, it washes off in even light rain and must be
replaced.
Cordova Bay's deer seem to have little fear of humans,
but one theory is that they basically regard us as
predators so human hair spread around the garden will
keep them away. Hair salons and barbers would be
good sources of supply.
Nobody seems to know where this idea came from but
Irish Spring soap with its distinctive odour hung near
plants and shrubs has also been claimed to work. So
have fabric softener sheets fastened to stakes
throughout the garden.
Some of the plants deer are not supposed to
eat are: Astilbe, Coneflower, Coreopsis,
Crocus, Daffodils, Dahlia, Foxglove, Gloriosa
daisy, Grape hyacinth, Larkspur, Lavender,
Lupins, Mariposa lilies, Moss pink, Poppies and
Thyme. Problem is, deer don't read these
lists.
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers
For more information please see the Business Directory on CBA’s website, www.cbasn.com/directory/. From
there you can visit each business’ site with a single click.
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BLAIR VEENSTRA
Personal Real Estate Corporation

Realtor Professional
Direct: 250-889-3926
Oﬃce: 250-744-3301
blair@housesellinggroup.com
www.housesellinggroup.com
4440 Chatterton Way
Victoria, BC
V8X 5J2

