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CBACA: TERRITORIAL
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
As representatives of the
Cordova Bay Association, we
acknowledge the W̱ SÁNEĆ and
Lekwungen peoples on whose
traditional territory our
community was built, and
offer our respects to their
ancestors who were living at
the village of ȾEL¸IȽĆE at the
time of the South Saanich
Treaty of 1852.
We recognize that the treaty
charted out a relationship
with the W̱ SÁNEĆ and
Lekwungen peoples that we
are hoping to continue to
develop today and into the
future.
(Courtesy of Dr. Brian Thom,
Associate Professor,
Department of Anthropology
UVic January 2021)

~

STOP PRESS

~

At the Saanich Committee of
the Whole meeting on March
8, Council moved to postpone
the Public Hearing for the
Cordova Bay Local Area Plan
until the completion of the
Housing Strategy and the
subsequent referral to
Saanich’s Advisory Committees
and the Mayor’s Standing
Committee. The vote was 7 –
2 in favour of the motion, with
Councillors Chambers and
Brownoff opposed.

Annual General Meeting
Dear CBA Member(s),
The Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs will host its 2021 Annual
General Meeting on Wednesday, April 28, 2021, at 7:30 p.m.
This will be a Zoom Webinar, as done for last year’s AGM, to ensure
members’ health and safety during the pandemic.
The AGM will include the election of directors. Voting will be conducted via
Zoom Polling. Only members in good standing can vote.
To check your membership status, please email to cbamembership@cbasn.com.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Notice from the Nominations Committee
The CBA bylaw 4.3 states that five directors shall be elected or re-elected at
one annual general meeting and the other six shall be elected or re-elected
at the following annual general meeting.
This year at our Annual General Meeting on April 28, 2021, we are electing or
re-electing five directors, each for a two-year term, and two directors, each
for a one-year term, for a total of seven positions. Four existing board
members have agreed to let their names stand for re-election. The
nominations committee is seeking three additional candidates to fill the
election slate.
The Nominations Committee consists of three members; Gloria Wills, Chair,
Debbie Sherwood and Ruthild Ohl. Any nominees wishing to run for election
must firstly be a member in good standing of the Cordova Bay Association for
Community Affairs. Nominations may also be made from the floor of the
Annual General Meeting by any two members in good standing provided that
nominees are members of the society and state their willingness to stand for
election.
The Cordova Bay Association would like to thank Larry Gontovnick, Dale
Christenson and Keith Anderson, who have or will step down from the Board
at our April AGM, for their service to Cordova Bay.
The nominations committee is currently conducting interviews with potential
nominees.
Please contact any member of the nominations committee if you are
interested in being nominated to the Board, or to present nominees for the
Board of Directors of the Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs.
Gloria Wills – gdwills56@gmail.com
Debbie Sherwood – letter-to-editor@cbasn.com
Ruthild Ohl - ruthild.ohl@gmail.com
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President's Corner
By Alex Izett, CBA President
Well, that was the year that was;
the likes of which we’ve never
experienced before (at least most
of us!). COVID has taken over our
lives, and has impacted just about
everything we do nowadays. (See
musings elsewhere in the
Newsletter.) At the CBA level, it
has altered so much of how we
conduct our business; first up was
the cancellation of last year’s in-person AGM; then
we had to pull up stumps on Cordova Bay Day. But
then, along came ZOOM and connection was reestablished.
As you will no doubt have noticed, the CBA has now
adopted our Territorial Acknowledgement; respecting
our relationship with the W̱ SÁNEĆ and Lekwungen
peoples that, in the spirit of reconciliation, we hope
to continue to develop. The CBA is indebted to Dr.
Brian Thom, Associate Professor, Department of
Anthropology at the University of Victoria for guiding
us in this endeavour. Brian is also a resident of
Cordova Bay and a CBA member.
It’s also appropriate that, in this my first newsletter
as president, I recognize my predecessor, Larry
Gontovnick, for his unwavering service to the
association over the past eight years. I would also
like to thank my fellow board members who, as
volunteers, continue to go above and beyond in their
contribution towards the well-being of the Cordova
Bay community.
Zoom has been a “lifesaver” in so many ways.
Through its webinar feature, we were able to
conduct a relatively successful AGM back in October;
we will do likewise again at the end of April this
year, following the guidelines and recommendations
set forth by the Provincial Health Officer, B.C.
Health Minister, and Canada Health in regards to
COVID-19. (Please note the date of the AGM;
Wednesday, 28th April ~ and also that we’re reaching
out to you to come join us on the Board! Election/
voting of directors will be conducted via Zoom
Polling.)
Through the magic of the Zoom Webinar facility, and
on the initiative of one of our board members, we
have also now introduced a “Speaker Series” of
events for our members’ enjoyment. In late January,
“ȾEL¸IȽĆE and Indigenous peoples of Cordova Bay”
was presented to an almost-full house, with 86
members participating. A second presentation,
“Black History Month is Canadian History – Shaping
the Future, Guided by The Past and Present”, aired
at the end of February was a similar success with our
members. A special feature was the live music of
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African-Canadian musician, Lasso, from his home in
Burkina Faso.”
The Board has also taken on a “Live Case Challenge”
in collaboration with students from the Masters of
Arts in Professional Communication (MAPC) Program
at Royal Roads University, under the auspices of local
resident Barb Collombin. There is a sense among
board members that our outreach has become rather
stale; that there has to be more than “Planning” and
“Transportation” matters to our lives. While these
are important issues, we wish to revitalize and
refocus our efforts; and hence our goal to broaden
engagement across the Community and enhance
communication within the wider demographic of our
membership. We’ve received some inspiring ideas
from the RRU students, and are now embarking upon
the opening stages of a “communications strategy”
that will hopefully pave the way to a united,
diverse, and thriving neighbourhood.
The CBA is excited at the release of OUR Local Area
Plan. We wholeheartedly support the adoption of the
LAP, and will be encouraging Mayor and Council to
recognize its applicability throughout every aspect of
implementation across Cordova Bay. (Note: the
Proposed Cordova Bay Local Area Plan is scheduled
to be tabled at the Committee of the Whole meeting
on March 8th. The Plan can be accessed via the
Saanich LAP Update website.) This Plan has been
three years in the making, and we applaud the
significant amount of effort that went into its
creation; and not only by Saanich Planning staff but
also with considerable input from the Community.
This Plan is worthy of and should command respect
across all corners of Municipal Hall and throughout
Cordova Bay.
As Cordovans, we are indeed fortunate to be living in
this most beautiful spot on the planet, and
especially so in this period of COVID-19. The times
they are changing though, and in the months and
years ahead we’ll be faced with more and more
development and with the challenges of
densification. In these matters, it’s important that
all people be treated with dignity and respect; and
that we demonstrate understanding of varying points
of view in our deliberations. Diversity does not
discriminate against any individual or group, nor
against people from different backgrounds. Let us
move forward in harmony.

P.O. Box 41003
5166 Cordova Bay Road
Victoria V8Y 0A3
President: cba.president@cbasn.com
Membership: cbamail@shaw.ca
Advertisements:
cba-advertising@cbasn.com
Website: www.cbasn.com
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Planning Committee Report
By Annie Djiotsa and Mike Giordano
Welcome to Your
Planning Report
Meet your Planning
Co-chairs, Annie
Djiotsa and Mike
Giordano. Annie
joined Cordova Bay
Association Board in
November, 2020 Mike in September, 2019.
Our vibrant community continues to grow, and we
could not be more proud to see the level of
engagement from Cordova Bay residents.
There is currently a total of 21 development projects
in Cordova Bay, some of which are still being
planned, and some that are fully underway.
The majority of planning applications are in regard
to redevelopment or rezoning from single family lots
to parcels of about four lots.
We recently noticed an application for a garden suite
requesting a variance from Saanich Planning. We
reached out to Saanich and they have indicated that
all garden suites with a variance will require CBA
Board’s feedback/referral. For garden suites without
variance, the authority to approve will rest with
Saanich staff. As to the specific Garden Suite
application, that was for a property on Agate Lane.
Council, at their meeting on March 1, approved the
development permit by a vote of 8:1.
Earlier in February, at a Public Hearing, Council also
approved (again 8-1) the development permit
application for the construction of a 4-storey, mixed
use commercial-residential building on Cordova Bay
Road/Fenn Ave.; a decision that was surrounded by
significant controversy.
The Haro continues to move at a consistent pace.
Phase I has a handful of homes available, and Phase
II should be launching sales in March.
"The Haro - Commercial/Retail Survey" results are
out. Thank you to those of you who participated in
the survey. You can see the results at http://
www.cbasn.com/.../02/HARO-SurveyDecember-4-2020.pdf.
Human remains were discovered by the Haro
development by construction workers while
excavating on Cordova Bay Road on February 22.
Experts from the University of Victoria and staff
from the archaeological company working for the
developer confirmed the remains are of ancestral
origin. The area is known to have First Nations
remains on whose traditional territory our Cordova
Bay community was built.

You can read more on this story at: https://
www.timescolonist.com/news/local/human-remainsfound-at-development-site-on-cordova-bayroad-1.24286129
Until next time, stay safe and healthy,
Annie & Mike

Cordova Bay Local Area Plan
Update
By Barb Lucas
Good News! The Proposed Cordova
Bay Local Area Plan and Report to
Council are available on Saanich’s
website for public viewing at
https://www.saanich.ca/assets/
Community/Documents/Planning/
LAP~Updates/LAP-Cordova-Bayproposed-plan-web.pdf It is these
two documents that are presented to
Council at the Committee of the
Whole meeting – on March 8, 2021 – and where the
public can have input. At that meeting, Council can
give first reading to the Official Community Plan
amendment bylaw and send the LAP to a public
hearing.
This has been a very long process, about three years
in the making, with extensive community
consultation even in 2020 through COVID times! An
online Community Survey was open for completion
on Saanich’s website from July to November 2020
(256 surveys were completed and the results from
this survey are now posted on Saanich’s website).
Community open houses to review the Draft Plan and
speak to Saanich staff in person happened last fall.
Documentation on all consultation events are on
Saanich’s website.
With the Proposed Cordova Bay LAP and Report
posted on Saanich’s website, Saanich notified all
those who signed up for notification through their
website. Notice also went out from CBA to members
and residents through the CBA website
(www.cbasn.com) and social media.
CBA would like to extend our thanks to Pam Hartling,
Saanich Senior Planner, Community Planning, for her
time, patience and expertise in leading this project
through to completion. It is an important and major
accomplishment for the Cordova Bay Community to
have a current Local Area Plan, developed with the
input of residents, business owners, community
groups, students, First Nations, agencies, and
professionals who shared their ideas in open houses,
workshops, advisory committee meetings, and
surveys. The LAP provides a framework for guiding
new growth, development, and public investment in
Cordova Bay looking ahead 20 to 30 years.
Check out the Proposed Cordova Bay Local Area Plan
online!
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Transportation Report
By Alex Izett
We are pleased to report that
Saanich Engineering is now
pressing ahead with the Sidewalk
Improvement Project along
Cordova Bay Road, on the east
side, from Walema to opposite
Rambler (at the entrance to
Mattick’s Woods). The work will be
carried out under the Safe Routes
to School Program. Conceptual
design is now complete, and all being well, the
detailed design will get underway early summer. The
plan is to have construction started by early 2022. In
addition to the sidewalk, improvements will include
a bike lane, upgrades to the Walema crosswalk and
repositioning of the crosswalk at Fenn (to be moved
southwards), and a new crosswalk at Rambler. A new
design of raised crosswalks is being considered for all
three locations. The work will also include road
realignment and sidewalk improvement down Fenn,
around the bend and up over the rise at Parker.
Also under consideration are significant
improvements along the length of Lochside Drive,
from Royal Oak Drive to Cordova Bay Road. This
work, which is subject to grant funding from the
Canada Infrastructure Program, would be carried out
under the All-Ages & Abilities Cycling Network
Expansion Project. The objective is to introduce
traffic calming measures to make this corridor more
comfortable for cyclists to share the road with
vehicles. This is clearly in the early stages but the
CBA has already lobbied to have due consideration
also given to pedestrian usage during the planning
stages. This “trailway” is arguably the most transited
(in terms of bicycle and foot traffic) in all of Cordova
Bay, including schoolchildren heading to and from CB
Elementary.
On the matter of pedestrian safety, some of you will
have noticed the new pedestrian priority light
installation at the traffic lights at the Cordova Bay
Road/Sayward Hill Crescent intersection, effectively
giving walkers a head start before the green light for
drivers. Roadside improvements at the school bus
pick-up/drop-off stop at the Sayward/Alderley
intersection have been completed much to the
delight of concerned parents. Lots of kudos for
Saanich Engineering!
It’s been sometime since we had an update from the
mayor on his speed limit reduction initiative. We’re
given to understand that plans are stalled at the
provincial level. On the other hand, Councillor
Mersereau has informed us that she is hopeful that
the request for $2 million annual investments in road
safety that she proposed last year with Councillors
de Vries and Taylor (and derailed by financial
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constraints) will finally pass muster with a majority
of councillors during this year’s budget deliberations.
Much to our disappointment, word has been received
from the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure that they cannot support the CBA’s
request for a left-turn lane at the traffic lights at
Sayward and the Pat Bay Hwy (a top-10 crash site!).
While the ministry responded in a positive manner by
having engineers on location throughout December,
the report on their findings has indicated that the
additional time required within the signal timing
cycle would significantly increase the delay and
extend the queues on Highway 17 northbound and
southbound through movements with limited
benefits to the westbound left turn from Sayward.
Watch out for the new parking enforcement model
coming into effect, with the transfer of management
responsibility from Saanich Police to Municipal Bylaw
officers. Additional staff is to be hired to enforce
parking, traffic and street-related bylaws.
Enforcement, we are told, will be pro-active and will
be extended to weekends and evenings. And heads
up too for the release of the proposed Local Area
Plan Update, with numerous transportation matters
to capture your attention.
PUT SAFETY FIRST! If you have traffic concerns or
witness an incident, please contact Saanich Police
to file a report (non-emergency number is
250-475-4321).

CBA Membership
By Neil Swart
It's a new year and the CBA has been
very active in reaching out to the
community. We enjoyed a very
successful webinar series in January
and February, as mentioned in the
President’s Corner article in this issue.
We have also seen strong engagement
on local planning activities and the
Haro survey. These are all ways in
which the CBA works to serve the community, and we
rely on your support as members.
CBA membership is only $10 per household per year,
and includes all household members. Becoming a
member gives you access to all our communications
on key neighbourhood events, our webinar series,
voting privileges at the AGM, and support for all the
other work we do.
Renewal emails to expired members were sent our in
late January, and we will follow up three more times
this year. Renewing your membership is easier than
ever with our online renewal form and payment, or
the continued option for a paper form and payment
by cheque or cash. For details, see the membership
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section of the website at http://www.cbasn.com/
membership/.

COVID-19 in Cordova Bay

We look forward to keeping you all on as members
and continuing our work for the community. We are
always seeking new members, so tell your
neighbours, and if you are a business, consider an
advertising membership to get your logo on our
website and in the Cordovan.

By Debbie Sherwood

Future Membership Survey
By Barb Lucas and Gloria Wills
In January, 2020
CBA sent out a
survey to all our
members and
received 152
responses. The
deadline for
responses was
March 6 and the
board released a
summary of the results on April 29, 2020.
From these responses the number one issue (50%)
raised was traffic volume, congestion, pedestrian
safety and speed. The board’s transportation
committee actively reviewed the Draft Cordova Bay
Local Area Plan (LAP) and submitted questions,
comments and concerns to Saanich with a strong
push to add and strengthen the language in the LAP
around traffic issues. We have received
confirmation from Saanich that they will strengthen
language and make additions where appropriate.
In various responses in the survey, communication
with our community was noted as needing
improvement. To that end we had an opportunity to
participate in the Royal Roads Live Case Challenge.
We now have received their final report, which gives
us lots of ideas, on how we can improve our
interactions within the community. This will take
work that we will need the community’s assistance
with. This means volunteers ready to take on
organizing and/or helping with an event.
We have decided at this time to delay another
survey until we can make more progress on the
results of the last one and the input received from
Royal Roads. We need to fill open board positions
and would like to see anyone from the community
interested in helping out with any of these activities,
to please contact us at cba.president@cbasn.com, or
contact any current board member. Contact
information is on our website at www.cbasn.com.

It’s been a full year since our routines were abruptly
altered to help curtail the spread of COVID-19. We
asked CBA board members to share some
experiences and thoughts on the past 12 months.
Reflecting on where we were exactly one year ago,
Annie observed, “COVID-19 redefined our boundaries
and activities in a way we could not have imagined.”
Alex recalled, “At first I devoured all the news on
the pandemic watching the CBC at breakfast, lunch
and dinner, Dr. Bonnie became ever present around
the kitchen table.”
Have people around them adapted to the
circumstances, and if so, what seems to help? Annie
and Mike credit people’s inherent resilience to help
them through the tough times. Mike says setting
goals in any new environment is key, but be willing
to make new plans if you have to.
Gloria’s circle quickly learned new and creative ways
to connect and stay in touch. (On this day last year,
was “Zoom call” part of your vocabulary?) Alex
remarked on how quickly everyone learned to adapt
to the new normal. “A life with masks and frequent
hand sanitizing; it's all just a matter of course now.
In fact, anyone not wearing a mask looks out of
place.”
Gloria noted the slower pace imposed by the virus
makes her appreciate things in life she hadn’t taken
as much notice of, pre-pandemic. Barb expressed
indebtedness for first responders and front-line
workers, a deep appreciation shared by all. Brock’s
partner works in healthcare, giving him a glimpse
into the enormous effort and commitment typical of
others employed in that field.
Travel to places near and far are on indefinite hold;
for many the world barely exists beyond Cordova Bay
right now. Everyone is grateful for what our
community offers. Barb pointed out, “Between
Mattick’s Farm and Broadmead, most essential needs
are met. And we can still enjoy walking the trails.”
Neil added, “I'm grateful for access to the natural
environment in Cordova Bay. Getting out to parks
and beaches helps quell cabin fever.”
Looking ahead, when the fear of transmitting the
virus is behind us, what are board members most
looking forward to? Travel. Getting together with
family and friends. Brock says, “I will definitely
appreciate visiting my family on a whim, and I’ll give
everyone a hug when I see them.” Yes, hugs.
Everyone misses them. Gloria declared, “I’m going
to make up for lost hugs when I can.”
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Trails to Explore and Enjoy
By Debbie Sherwood
Run, cycle, amble.
Within Cordova Bay’s boundaries are dozens of trails
to explore. Long ones, short ones, flat and hilly.
Spring is here at last, so treat yourself to some fresh
air and enjoy a roam around the community.
We are grateful to folks at Saanich Parks, Recreation
and Community Services for directing us to the GIS
map system on their website which can be accessed
to create our own maps. District staff encourage us
to enjoy the trails, but remind us to please follow
the Provincial Health Orders and maintain physical
distancing rules. They also ask us to help protect the
environment by remaining on designated trails.
You can visit the interactive site and create maps of
your own, using the customizing features.
www.saanich.ca/EN/main/community/aboutsaanich/saanichmap.html
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This Article, for publication in The Cordovan, is
written/submitted by Michael Scott Curnes,
Project Development Consultant of Habitat
Acquisition Trust.

Mountain Road Forest
Here's a riddle: When is a park not a park but should
become one?
For the past 50 years, 49 acres/19.8 hectares of
urban forest in Saanich, located between Beaver, Elk
and Prospect lakes, has been owned by a family that
kept it wild. The parcel was originally homesteaded
by the Potter Family who did some selective logging
early in the last century. These homesteaders also
took advantage of the natural springs on the
property that is still—to this day—the headwater
source for Excelsior Creek which tumbles over the
varied terrain of this tract of land and eventually
joins the Colquitz River.
For nearly the past five decades, neighbours and
visitors have gently enjoyed this privately owned
property—undoubtably many believing it to be a city
or regional park. Many local kids played and grew up
exploring the trails and wonders of these woods. One
such child who grew up in the neighbourhood, is Tim
Ennis. "My parents bought an adjacent lot in the
1970's and built our family home there," Tim says.
"Both myself and my children have had the
tremendous fortune of growing up in the Mountain
Rd. Forest. As a child it seemed like a limitless
expanse of unspoiled wilderness inhabited by all
manner of creatures from frogs and salamanders to
bats and bears. Now, as a conservation biologist, I
understand in other ways just how valuable and
irreplaceable this special place is to the preservation
of globally-at-risk ecosystems. It is truly a jewel in
the crown of biodiversity in Saanich."
The family who has owned this property has entered
into an agreement with the Capital Regional District,
whereby the CRD has committed $2M and will
purchase the property to create a new regional park,
provided there is demonstrated community support
and that a private fundraising campaign being
undertaken by Habitat Acquisition Trust (HAT—
Victoria's local land trust) is successful in raising the
remaining $1.4M required to complete the purchase
of this 49-acre forest sanctuary. There is a short
fundraising timeline as all funds must be in place by
Earth Day, April 22, 2021 for this purchase and sale
agreement to complete.
To learn more, please visit the website
at www.mountainroadforest.ca or contact HAT's
Project Development Consultant, Michael Curnes by
email: michael@hat.bc.ca.
The Cordovan is produced and distributed 3 times
per year by the Cordova Bay Association for
Community Affairs. The opinions expressed are not
those of the Association Board unless specifically
stated.

From the Archives
April 1983

Remembering Earlier Days in
Cordova Bay
By G. Bruce McMorran
As the first of what may be a few pieces on days of
my youth in Cordova Bay, I think it may be
appropriate to recall my taking over the Victoria
Daily Times paper route in September 1937. The
Times was an afternoon paper, the Daily Colonist a
morning paper.
I biked to the corner of Sayward Road and East
Saanich Road (#17 Hwy) to pick up my papers, with
my first customer being across from Cordova Bay
School, my last at D’Arcy Lane. Over this whole area
I had only 13 customers. Most of the permanent
residents in Cordova Bay at that time lived along
Cordova Bay Road. The few side roads that there
were contained mostly summer cottages.
During the summer months my route would increase
to around 100 papers, as Cordova Bay was a very
popular summer camping area at that time. I believe
that when I turned the paper route over to someone
else in 1941, population had increased and I was
delivering approximately 50 papers daily over the
same area.
Cordova Bay had a bus service during summer, but if
you lived here permanently, the only way you could
get to and from Victoria the rest of the year was to
travel on the school bus with us children. The bus
left us at Royal Oak, then travelled on to Victoria.
We are presently addressing streetscape and traffic
flow through our community, so looking back, it is
hard to realize the vast changes that have taken
place since the 1930s.
We hope you enjoy reading your copy of The
Cordovan. The next issue will be out in June. If you
have suggestions for articles, drop us a line at letterto-editor@cbasn.com
In the meantime, please visit the Cordova Bay
Association website www.cbasn.com for news and
articles of interest.
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We need to hear from you!
Help ensure environmental resilience in
our community

Draft Goals and Objectives
• Visit our Virtual Open House: saanich.ca/biodiversity
• Give us your feedback using the online form
• Contact us for information (below)

Deadline: see the website

Stay Informed - Stay in Touch
Subscribe to the project e-Bulletin at: saanich.ca/biodiversity
Email us your questions and comments: biodiversity@saanich.ca
Phone us with questions: 250-475-5471
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers
For more information please see the Business Directory on CBA’s website, www.cbasn.com/directory/. From
there you can visit each business’ site with a single click.
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