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TERRITORIAL
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

As representatives of the Cordova 
Bay Association, we acknowledge the 
W̱SÁNEĆ and Lekwungen peoples 
on whose traditional territory our 
community was built, and offer our 
respects to their ancestors who were 
living at the village of ȾEL¸IȾĆ at the 
time of the South Saanich Treaty of 
1852.

We recognize that the treaty charted 
out a relationship with the W̱SÁNEĆ 
and Lekwungen peoples that we are 
hoping to continue to develop today 
and into the future.

(Courtesy of Dr. Brian Thom, Associate 
Professor, Department of Anthropology
UVic January 2021)

CONTACT US
P.O. Box 41003
5166 Cordova Bay Road
Victoria V8Y 0A3
President: president@cbaca.ca
Membership: membership@cbaca.ca
Advertise: advertising@cbaca.ca

Website: www.cbaca.ca

PUT SAFETY FIRST!
If you have traffic concerns or witness 
an incident, please contact Saanich 
Police to file a report.  

(Non-emergency number is 
250-475-4321).

PRESENTATION TO SAANICH COUNCIL – 
INCREASED BUILDING HEIGHTS POLICY  
By Dave Chater

The Cordova Bay Association for 
Community Affairs (CBACA) will be making 
a presentation to the new Saanich council 
on November 21, 2022. 

Our presentation will focus on our concern for the impact on 
Cordova Bay from the previous council’s May 9, 2022, approval 
of an interim building height policy. This Committee of the 
Whole meeting is open to the public, although there is limited 
seating in the council chambers. The meeting is also live 
streamed on the Saanich website.

Cordova Bay’s recently approved Local Area Plan (LAP) 
specified that two storeys is the maximum building height 
in residential areas. This new interim policy would now 
allow council to consider building heights up to six storeys 
in residential areas. This means it would be possible for a 
developer to submit a proposal for a six-storey building on the 
Ridge near Claremont High School or in other residential areas 
outside the village. 

One of the ironies or flaws in the interim policy is that the 
maximum height for buildings in Cordova Bay village is 
four storeys but council could consider higher buildings in 
residential areas. This interim policy was brought forward by 
members of the council and not Saanich planning staff. In our 
view, this policy was not well thought out or analyzed as to its 
impacts.

Our position is that Cordova Bay should be exempt from this in-
terim policy as our LAP had been approved by the same council 
only seven weeks prior to the interim policy being passed.
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The café offers free coffee, baked goodies and an 
opportunity for people in the neighbourhood to 
meet and chat.  
 
Everyone is welcome — you don’t have to attend 
Cordova Bay United. The café is the church’s way of 
helping build community in Cordova Bay. 

The next café will take place on November 12, along 
with a book sale. Mark your calendars now for the 
Saturday, December 10, and Saturday, January 14.
So come out to the Cordova Café and get to know 
more people in your community.

Carol Sing-a-long and Cider Kicks off Christmas 
Season

Christmas is just around the corner and what better 
way to get into the Christmas spirit than with a 
community carol sing-a-long and hot apple cider?
Cordova Bay United Church will host Community 
Carol Sing and Cider on Sunday, November 27 at 6 
p.m. The sing-a-long will take place outside in front 
of the church around the large cedar tree.
The church will supply carol song sheets and hot 
apple cider.

You don’t have to attend the church to join in the 
fun. This is a community event to help mark the 
beginning of the Christmas season.

Our LAP is the only plan in Saanich that has in-
corporated the municipality’s Housing Strategy 
to address the need for increased density, more 
affordable housing choices and greater diversity in 
housing types. The Cordova Bay LAP is now con-
sidered a template and model for other local plans 
in Saanich.

The message we will be bringing to Saanich coun-
cil on November 21 is that we are not looking for 
special treatment but given the recent approval of 
our “model” LAP, we should be given an exemption 
from this interim policy. Cordova Bay’s LAP “ticks 
all of the boxes” with respect to Saanich’s housing 
strategy. We have already done our part and don’t 
feel there is a need for additional density above 
what has already been agreed to by the community 
and municipal council in our new LAP.

CORDOVA BAY UNITED CHURCH 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES   
By Ron Norman

Coffee and Book Sale

Enjoy a coffee and meet your neighbours at the 
Cordova Café. Cordova Bay’s newest café has 
opened in Cordova Bay United Church at 813 
Claremont Ave.

The café runs once a month — on the second 
Saturday — from 10 a.m. to noon in the church hall.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Barb Lucas, CBACA President

With Board approval and full support, I 
have taken on the President’s role. I have 

enjoyed being on the board these past many years, 
and Cordova Bay has been our home for over 30 
years. It was a great place to raise our two children, 
now grown and moved on. 

This year it seems that summer continued into fall, 
with a beautiful September and most of October. 
Who knew we would still be seeing people 
swimming in the bay in October!  Hats off to those 
brave souls, many of whom are regulars at it.

October also brought in a new Saanich mayor and 
council. We welcome Mayor Dean Murdock and 
Councilors Colin Plant, Susan Brice, Zak de Vries, 
Judy Brownoff, Mena Westhaver, Nathalie Chambers, 
Karen Harper, and Teale Phelps Bondaroff. We 
have requested a meeting with the new mayor to 
introduce ourselves and our community to him. We 
look forward to working with the new council on all 
things related to Cordova Bay. 

Our first in-person presentation to mayor and 
council will be at their meeting at 7 p.m. on 
November 21 when we will be requesting that 
Cordova Bay be exempt from the current Interim 
Policy on Building Heights given the recent 
adoption of our Local Area Plan. It would help 
immensely to have other Cordova Bay residents 
in attendance to show support! Please consider 
attending. Look for the article in this edition for 
further information.

Many thanks to those who responded to our call 
for volunteers for our Transportation and Events 
committees. We do, however, have one vacancy on 
the Board with the resignation of Kentucky Douglas 
due to work conflicts.

 
If anyone is able to help us jump start community 
activities, even in a small way, we would love to 
hear from you!  Please contact president@cbaca.ca 
if you are interested. 

The new CBACA Bulletin Board at The Haro is up!  
Watch for our community information as you walk 
past it. We will continue to post at our board at 
Mattick’s Farm across from the side patio seating 
area of Adrienne’s. And we encourage residents 
to support our local businesses, many of whom 
advertise in our newsletter. Here is the link to our 
advertisers: cbaca.ca/directory/. They keep our 
community vibrant!  

As always, we welcome communication from 
people in our community. Contact information for 
the various committees of CBACA is on our website, 
which I also encourage you to view – often!    
www.cbaca.ca

Our next issue of the newsletter will be the spring 
of 2023. On that note, and on behalf of the Board, as 
we near the end of 2022 we wish everyone a warm 
upcoming holiday season with family and friends 
and all the best for 2023!

November 11 - We Remember
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  SUMMER PHOTO CHALLENGE WINNER
  Brock Nordman
             

This is Rüger, winner of last issue’s photo challenge, the Tails of Cordova Bay.

Congratulations Rüger, and thank you to owner, Sophie Suzuki, for entering the challenge, and intro-
ducing us to this handsome happy guy.

Sophie and Rüger love Cordova Bay because they can hike Mt. Doug, visit owls at Doumac Park, bike 
on the Lochside trail, run on the beach and sand spit, all in one day. “It’s truly the best place in the 
world, absolute paradise!”

DORIS PAGE PARK AND BOULDERWOOD HILL PARK INVASIVE 
PLANT PROJECTS 
By Anita Kess

Invasive species don’t stand a chance. Saanich residents are banding  
together to protect their environment and restore the natural habitat.

Doris Page Park is the site of an ongoing collaboration between  
Saanich residents, the Victoria Master Gardeners’ Association, and the  
Saanich Pulling Together Program to preserve and restore the native  
plant ecology of the park.

Doris Page Park, which contains a beautiful second-growth mixed forest  
trail, is located between Lochside Drive and Cordova Bay Road adjacent  
to Haliburton Road.

Sadly, since its dedication in 1990, the park has suffered from trash dumping and the encroachment 
of invasive species such as daphne, English ivy, broom, bamboo, and Himalayan blackberry. The 
English ivy threatens the mature trees in the area and suppresses beautiful native species such as 
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Fawn lily and sword fern.  These invasive species are being beaten 
back by the efforts of dedicated volunteers who meet every second 
Wednesday and Saturday to pull, dig and clip. The long-term concept 
for this park includes an Indigenous ethnobotanical interpretive trail 
that will pay homage to the Salish cultural heritage of the area.

One participant describes the Pulling Together experience as, “Good 
exercise, but with a purpose. Better than going to the gym, and the 
camaraderie can’t be beat.” 

Those with an interest in volunteering to clear Doris Page Park can 
join the email invitation and news list by contacting Coleen, Lead 
Steward, at coleenrogersmg@gmail.com or by contacting  
parks@saanich.ca for more information.

The Boulderwood Hill Park in nearby Broadmead is also being 
cleared of English ivy by a group of Pulling Together volunteers. This 
cliffside trail that offers stunning views is a beautiful natural asset to 
the Royal Oak area. There is a Pulling Together Event at Boulderwood 
Rise Hill on November 29, 2022 (1:30 – 3 p.m.)

Those wishing to volunteer at Boulderwood Hill Park can get information at Park Stewardship  
Coordinator 250-475-5522 or parks@saanich.ca for more information.

TRANSPORTATION AND PARKS REPORT
Anna Hakim and Dave Chater

The Transportation and Parks Committee is now back up and running after the summer break. 
While there was a lull in committee activity over the summer, there are several issues and projects that 
continue to percolate. A quick update: 

“Quick build” pedestrian walkways announced - In March, Saanich Council announced several “quick 
build” pedestrian safety improvement projects throughout several areas in Saanich. In Cordova Bay, there 
are plans to undertake these “quick build” pedestrian walkways in Sunnymead and along the 4000 block 
of Del Monte Avenue. 

The genesis of these projects come from Saanich’s 2018 Active Transportation Plan and the new Cordova 
Bay Local Area Plan. The CBACA was not notified in advance of the announcement of these projects nor 
involved directly in the project planning consultations. 

While we are supportive of active transportation projects that improve pedestrian safety in Cordova Bay, 
we had hoped that Saanich would have directly consulted or informed the affected residents and the 
CBACA prior to this announcement. We have sent a letter to Saanich’s traffic department requesting that, 
in the future, they consult with the residents most affected and the CBACA itself prior to announcing and 
implementing projects of this nature. 
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Art in parks - The CBACA board has funds set 
aside in its budget to provide a contribution 
towards public art in Cordova Bay parks. As a 
result, the Transportation and Parks Committee 
will be compiling a list of potential art projects 
that we could bring forward to Saanich to 
discuss for a possible “art in parks” partnership. 
Our committee would also welcome ideas from 
residents of Cordova Bay on potential art in parks 
submissions. Email transportation@cbaca.ca 
with your suggestions.

Invasive plan removal in parks – Anita Kess, 
one of our volunteer Transportation and Parks 
Committee members, is also active (with others 
from the community) on a couple of invasive 
species removal projects in Doris Page Park. 
There is also an invasive plant removal project in 
Boulderwood Park right on the border of Cordova 
Bay and the Falaise/Broadmead communities. 
Anita has detailed this important work in these 
two parks in a separate article in this edition of 
the Cordovan. 

The Transportation and Parks Committee will 
be working over the next few months to review 
and prioritize all the various survey results, 
recommendations and past community and board 
submissions to Saanich on the wide range of 
transportation issues in our community. There is 
a wealth of past studies, community comments, 
analysis and recommendations that have been 
submitted by the CBACA and the community 
itself expressing our concerns over the past five 
plus years. The updated Cordova Bay Local Area 
Plan also includes detailed recommendations for 
transportation and mobility in our area. We will be 
packaging and prioritizing the identified issues in 
order to make a detailed submission to the new 
mayor and council. 

The committee will also be doing a similar 
exercise for park issues and priorities for our area 
and making our needs well known with Saanich 
Parks. We plan to take a strong advocacy role 
for parks and make our needs and priorities well 
known with Saanich Parks. 

“Quick build pedestrian walkway” projects that 
were announced in March. The council had heard 
from several community associations and affected 
residents that they had not been consulted about 
the projects and that a number of residents felt 
disrespected by the planned (and now paused) 
projects.  

In Cordova Bay, the projects that have now been 
put on pause were in the Sunnymead area and in 
the 4000 block of Del Monte Avenue.  
 
Staff were directed to review the planned projects 
and to come back to council with other options.
 
Cordova Bay Road sidewalk improvement plan 
delayed – The sidewalk improvement project 
on Cordova Bay Road between Rambler and 
Walema (near the elementary school) has been 
delayed by Saanich Engineering due to staffing 
and resourcing constraints. The project was to 
be completed by the Fall of the 2022 but is now 
targeted for a Fall 2023 completion. 

Traffic delineators installed – Saanich has 
installed traffic delineators near the Fowler/
Sayward and Hunt Roads intersection. These 
delineators create a separation between the cycle 
and traffic lanes in the area. They will hopefully 
slow down traffic on this corner as it has the effect 
of “feeling” like a narrowing of the road. Time will 
tell.

Petition and letter writing campaign underway 
– Residents in the 5100 block of Cordova Bay 
are currently drafting a petition and letter-
writing campaign to the new mayor and council, 
reiterating the critical need and continuing to 
press for installation of sidewalks along the east 
side of Cordova Bay Road and another pedestrian 
crosswalk in this area.

Recent update 

At their October 24 meeting, 
Saanich Council has decided to 
pause the implementation of the 
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PLANNING REPORT
By Mike Giordano and Eleanor Willing 

The Haro will complete Phase 2 of the residential space in November. 
  
Commercial businesses currently operational include: 

•  Cordova Bay Dental                                  
•  First Island Financial Services
•  Gigi’s Italian & Specialty Foods 
•  Total Body Health                            
•  Wilson Marshall Law Corporation

Other businesses which will soon be locating at The Haro include:

•  Cordova Bay Medical Clinic, scheduled to open in November   
•  Anytime Fitness is planning to open their doors mid-December
•  Victoria Skin Cancer is hopeful for a Spring 2023 opening

Additionally, there are plans for three food-related businesses (restaurants and grab-and-go eateries) to 
open in 2023. 

There are no significant updates regarding the other development projects underway in Cordova Bay 
since our last report in June. 
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MEET THE CBACA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Community engagement is a key element of the CBACA’s outreach; two-way communication is vital to the 
health of the association. We encourage your feedback on matters of mutual interest. Please don’t hesitate 
to get in touch. You can start with a note to president@cbaca.ca, which will be forwarded to a board 
member to continue the conversation.

President: 
Barb Lucas
 
The CBACA president is responsible 
for overseeing the affairs of the 
association, supporting all other 
committee directors in their 
respective capacities as and 
when required. The president is 
the primary link to the District of 
Saanich, making representation to 
Staff and Council when appropriate.

1st Vice President and 
Website Administrator : 
Gloria Wills

With my many years of board 
experience, as VP I can support 
the president in their role. I also 
manage the CBACA website. I hope 
our residents find value in the 
website, and if something needs 
updating, let me know.

2nd Vice President: 
David Kuprowsky

I am the CBACA representative 
to the Saanich Community 
Association Network (SCAN). 
The members of SCAN meet 
regularly to exchange information 
and experiences that can lead to 
creative and proactive solutions to 
issues that affect our communities. 

Public Relations: Brock Nordman

If you can think of ways to make our 
community more connected, we want 
to hear from you.
I also want to know:
• What does it mean to live   
 Cordova Bay? 
• What’s your favourite street in  
 Cordova Bay?
• Favourite walks in the area
• Got a good joke? (or a good   
 pun) I want to hear it.

Treasurer: Karen Fediuk

As treasurer, I am responsible for 
keeping full and accurate financial 
records, and ensuring all the bills 
are paid.

Secretary:  
Barb Lucas

CBACA agendas, minutes and 
meeting schedules are posted on 
the CBACA website, but feel free to 
contact me if you have questions.

Planning Committee: 
Mike Giordano and 
Eleanor Willing

We are the board’s point of 
contact and developer liaisons 
for all planning-related issues in 
Cordova Bay. Planning and rezoning 
information can be found on the 
CBACA website, but if you have 
questions, let’s talk.

?
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Events Chair: 
Position Currently Vacant

We’re ready to see community 
activities resume, but this post is 
currently empty. If you would like 
to volunteer at an event,  drop us 
a line at president@cbaca.ca. 

Membership and Advertising: 
Perry Fanthorpe

If you’re not already a CBACA 
member, ask me about the 10 
Great Reasons to Join. If you own 
a business in this community, 
you can talk to me about how the 
businesses and residents support 
one another.

Transportation and 
Parks Committee: 
Anna Hakim and 
Dave Chater

We are happy to serve the 
community and interested in 
your thoughts and concerns 
around local transportation (all 
kinds) and safety, and our local 
parks.

The Cordovan is produced and distributed 3 times per year by 
the Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs. The opinions 
expressed are not those of the Association Board unless specifically 
stated.

We hope you enjoy reading your copy of The Cordovan. The next 
issue will be out in the spring. If you have suggestions for articles, 
drop us a line at cordovan@cbaca.ca

In the meantime, please visit the Cordova Bay Association website  
www.cbaca.ca for news and articles of interest. 

MEET THE CBACA BOARD OF DIRECTORS continued...

The Cordova Bay Association for Community 
Affairs (CBACA) continues to work for the 
community by monitoring development, 
promoting improvements, and informing our 
members on the latest happenings in our 
community. If you’re interested in becoming 
a member, please reach out by emailing us at 
membership@cbaca.ca.

?
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Cordova Bay Association for Community Affairs (CBACA)
Membership Application Form

The larger our membership, 

the greater our voice with Saanich Council on issues that affect Cordova Bay.

Please help meet our goal of 1000 members!

Please check one:       Renewal Member(s)  □  New Member(s)  □
Address:_________________________________________________ Postal Code:_____________  

All residents, 18 years of age or older, residing at the same address, receive a membership.

Name (1):_____________________________ E-mail ___________________________________ 

Name (2):_____________________________ E-mail ____________________________________

Name (3):_____________________________ E-mail ____________________________________

Name (4):_____________________________ E-mail ____________________________________                       

Providing email addresses enables you to receive timely announcements.

Phone Numbers:__________________________________________________________________   

Membership fees are used to support the CBACA’s activities on behalf of the community, provide grants to local 
non-profit organizations, and to increase our influence with Saanich.

Annual Cost: Only $10.00 per household

Suggested payment options: Two Years - $20.00    Three Years- $30.00   Five Years - $50.00

Receipt requested?  yes please  □  no thank you  □
Business ads: For $20.00 per year place your Business Card in the newsletters and on the website.

Send this completed form with your cheque payable to C B A C A

 Mail: PO Box 41003, 5166 Cordova Bay Road, Victoria V8Y 0A3 or

 Deposit in the CBACA special box at the Cordova Bay Pharmacy, 5166 Cordova Bay Rd 

For an electronic fillable membership form, and instructions for e-transfer payments, visit

www.cbaca.ca/membership
Thank you. Your support is appreciated.
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Business Directory – Support our Local Advertisers 
For more information please see the Business Directory on CBA’s website, www.cbaca.ca/directory/. 
From there you can visit each business’ site with a single click. 

Blair Veenstra
Personal Real Estate Corporation
Realtor Professional

Direct: 250-889-3926
Office: 250-744-3301

blair@housesellinggroup.com
www.housesellinggroup.com

4440 Chatterton Way
Victoria, BC 
V8X 5J2

Leila Cassels
(250)475-1166
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